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X HE hiftory of the following pro- 
dudlion is briefly this* \ lady, fo^id 
of blank verfe, demanded a poem of 
that kind from the author, and gave 
him the Sofa for a fubjedlp He obey- 
ed; and having much leifiire, con- 
nedled another lubjeifl with it; and 
purfuing the train of thought to which 
his fituation and turn of mind led 
him, brought forth, at length, inftead 
of the trifle which he at firft intend- 
ed, a ferious affair — a Volume, 
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ARGUMENT OF the First Book. 

:Hifioncai dedu^ion Iff feats ^ from thefio&lto the Sofa. ^^ 

ji fchool'boy* s ramble.^--' A tvalk in the ceuntry^-^The 

fcene defcribed.-^ Rural founds^ as ftpell as Jights^ de^ 

iightfuL — Another ivaik. — Mijiake cene^rmng the 

charms of Solitude^ corrected. — Colonnades commend^ 

ed.-^ Alcove^ (ind the vje*w from it.'-»Tf>e W^ernfff. 

— 7*^ Gr^ive. — The Threfher^.^^Tht necefUy^ and 

Me henefiti of exercife.'^The ivorks rf nature fuperhr 

' to^ andy in fome itijUmcKiy inimifffble by art.'*' The 

ns)earifonmefs of nuhat is commonly called^ a life of 

pleafure. — Change of fcene fometimes expedient, *''•• A 

common dtfcr$bedt wii the ehar alter rf crazy Kaie 

introduced upon it.'"Gipfies.'"Thc bdeffings of civH^ 

ized life •'"That Jlate mofl favourable to virtue.'^" 

The South Sea Iflanders compaftonated^ but chieffy 

€imai,".'Hii preftnt fi^ts pf mind fuppo/kL'-^Civit- 

ized life friendly to virtue, but not great cities.^^ 

Great cities ^ and London in particular , allowed their 

due praifcy hut cenfured.'-^'Fete Champetre.'—The 

. iaok concludes ^itb a repOion en the fatal effe£ls if 

difipatien ami ejfmin^iiy »pon <Mr public meafures^ 
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T H :^ s © :r A. 

X S ING the So JA. I who htdy fanj 
Truth, Hope, and Charity, and touchM with awe 
The folemn chords^ aad with a^trembling hawi* 
Efcap'd with pain -from that adrent-Tous- ftight. 
Now feeLrepofe upon an hnmbler^eme ; 
The theme though humhley yet auguft and proud 
Th' occafion^-for the ^alr commaada the fi»ng. 

Time was, when cloathing fumptuoiu or for ufey 
Save their own painted'fkins, our^fires had none. 
As yet black breeches were not ; fattin fmodthy 
Or velvet foft, or plulh with ^aggy pile : 
The'v hardy chief' upon the rugged rock 

i ^'Wafh^d 
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Wafli'd by the fea, OTX>n At grav'ly bank 
Thrown up by wintry torrents roaring loud» 
Fearlefs of wrong, rq>08'd his weary ftrength^ . 
Thofe barb'rous ages paft, fucceeded next * 

The birth-day of inrention, weak at firft. 
Dull in deiign, and clumfy to perform. 
Jotnt-ftools were then created ; on three legs 
Upborne they Rood. Three legs upholding firm 
A mafiy flab, in fafhipnfqyare or round* 
On fuch a fttibl immortal Xlfred (aiy 
And fway'd the fceptre of his infant realms ; 
And fuch in ancient halls and manfions drear 
May ftill be feen, but perforated fore . ' 
And drill'd in holes the folid oak Is found , 
By worms voracious eating through and through* 

At length a generation more refin'd 
IraprovM the fimple plin^thadc threfc legs four^ 
Gave them a twifted form vermicuUr, 
And o'er the feat with plenteous ^^adctihg ftufifd 
Induced a fplendid cover green and blue. 
Yellow and red^ of tapeftry richly wrought 
And woven clofe^ or ricedle-work fubllme. 
There might ye fee the pibny fpread widej 
The full-blown rofe, the (bephcrd and his lafs, 
Lap-dog and lambkih with black daring eyes^ 
And parrots with twin cherries in their beak. 

Now cjame the caiic from India, fmooth and bright 
With Nature's varmfti ; fevcr'd into ftripes 

That 
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That interlaced W^.^*«^. :<!»«& fupplyM : 
Of texture firm a lattice- wort/ tliat trac/d 
The new machine) and it became a chaiir. 
But reftlefs was the chain the biick ere£^ 
Diilrefs'd the wearr loins tkat felt no eafe i- 
The flipp'ry feat bjctray'd the Aiding part 
That prefs'd it^ and, the feet hung dangling; downi 
Anxious in vam to. find the diflant floor. 
Thefe for the rich :, the reft, whom fate had plac'd. 
In modeft mediocrity » content 
With bafe materials,- fat on'well-tann'd hides. 
Obdurate and -unyielding) glafty fmoothy 
^ith here and there .a tuft of crimfon yam,,. 
Or fcarlet crewel in the cufhion fix'd ;. 
If cufhion might be call'd. What harder feem*d 
Than the firm oak of which the frame was form'd* 
No want of timber then was felt ot. fear'd 
In Albion's happy ifle. . The. umber ilood 
Pond'rousy and fixt by its own mafiy weight. 
But elbows (till were -wanting; thefe» fonie fay. 
An Alderman of Cripplcgatc contrived, 
And feme afcribe the invention to a prieft . 
Burly and big and fludious of his eafe. 
But rude at £rft, and not with' eafy Hope 
Receding wide, they prefs'd again ft the ribs. 
And bruifed the fide, aiid. elevated high ' . 
Taught the rais'd (boulders to invade the ears. 
Long time elapfed or e'er our rugged fires 
Complain'd, though incommodioiifly pent in, ; 
Aad ill at eafe behind. The Ladies firft . 

B 2: ^Ga» 
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• 

'Can murmur, aft b^ctme tbtlbfter kx* 
Ingeaious bncjf never better pleased 
Than when emplby'd t' nocommodatc the fair,-^. 
Heard the fweet moan wfth pjfr, and deyifed - 
» The foft fettee ; one elbbw at eabb" end; 
And in the midft an eHJbw, it' received 
Unifed yet divided/ twaiii at once. 
So. fit two Kings of Brentford on one throne;^ 
And fo two citizens who take the air 
Clofe packM and fmilihg in a chaife and one. . 
But relaxation of the languid frame 
By foft recumbency of outftretched iinsbsf 
Was bl?fs refervcd fdr happier days. So fJdw. 
The .growth of what is excclTent, fo hard * 
T/ attain perfcftion in this nether world;. 
Thus firft- neceflity invented ftooU, . 
Convenience next fiiggefted elbow chativiv. 
' And luxury th^accomplifhed'Sofa laft. 

The Niirfc' flc^ps f#ectly^ hired" to watch the fict\ 
Whom fnoiing fhe diftiirbs. As fweetly he 
Who quits the coach-box .at the midnight hour; 
To deep within the carriage more fccure^ , 
His legs depending at the open door* 
Sweet ffeep enjoys-the Curate in. his dcflc, , 
The tedious Re^or drawling o'er iiis heady 
And fweet the. Clerk below: but neither fleep> 
Of lazy Nurfe, who fnores the fick man dea4> 
Nor his who quits-the box .at midnight hbufj 
To ilumbcr in the carriage.mopc fccure. 
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Nor fleep enjoy'd by Curiae ti| bb deflc» 
Nor yet the dozinga of tl|e Ckrk are fweet» ; 
Compared with the repo£| the SoTA<.yieldi«- 

Ohy may I lire exempted (while T Ivrt- 
Guiltkfs of pamper'd appetite obfcene) 
From pangs arthritic that infieil the toe 
Of libertiae excefs. The Sjofa fuits 
The gouty limb, 'tisstrue;. but gouty limb 
Though on a Sofa, may I n^ver feel; 
For I have loved the rural walks through lanes ' 
G£ graffy fwar|h clofe cropt by nibbling (hcepy- 
And (kirted thick with intertexture firm 
OP^ thorny boughs : havs loved the rural walk. 
O'er hillsy through valHes, and by rivers brinks 
E'er (ince a truant boy I pafs'd my bounds 
T' enjoy a ramble on the banks of Thames^ 
And iHlI remember, . nor without regret 
Of hours that forrow {met has much endear'dy .. 
How ofty my flice of pocket ftore confumcd. 
Still hungering penoykfs and far from home, . 
I fed on fcarlet hips and ftony haws^ 
Or blufhing crabs, or berries that embofs 
The bramble, black as jet, or floes auilere. 
Hard fare ! but fuch as boyifh appetite 
Difdains not, nor the palate undepraved^ 
By culinary art^ unfav'ry deems. 
No Sofa then awaited my returni^- 
Nor Sofa then I needed. Youth repairs 
Hia wafted fpwiU quickly^ by bng toil - 

Incurr!i% 
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Incurring (hort fatigue ; and thou^ our years 

As life decliaest- f^ecd rapidly away» 

And not a year but pilfers ar he goes 

Some youthful grace that age would gladly keep* - 

A tooth or auburn lock, and l>y degprees 

Their length and aAov from the locks they^ fpare ; ' 

Th' eladlc fpring of an Ainlvearied foot 

That mounts the ilile with eafe, or leaps the fenced : 

That play of lungs inhaling and again 

Refpiring freely the freih air, that makes 

Swift pace or ftcep afcent no toil to me, 

Mine have not pilfer'd yet ; nor yet impaired 

My rellfh of fair profpcd ; fcenes that footh'd 

Or cbarm'd mc young, no longer young, I find i" 

Still foQthing and of power to charm me ftiU. 

And witnefs, dear companion of my walks, 

Whofe arm this twentieth winter !• perceive 

Fail locked in mine, with pleafure fuch as love ^ 

Confirmed by long experience of thy worth 

And well-tried virtues could alone infpire-— 

Witnefs a joy that thou haft doubled long. 

Thou know'ft my praife.of nature moft fmcere^ , 

And that my raptures are not conjured up 

To ferve occafions of poetic pomp. 

But genuine, and art partner of them all* 

How oft upon yon eminence, our pace 

Has ilacken'd to a paufe, and we have borne 

The ruffling wind fcarce confcious that it blew, ^ 

While admiration feeding at the. eye. 

And ilill un&tcd, dwelt upon the fccne I : 

Thence- 
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'^Thence with what ^leafure hate we juft difcem^d 
The diftsint plough flow-moving^ aild befide 
H18 laboring team* that fUrtrvM not ffoiri thetfack. 
The ftwdy fWain diminiih^d to a bby ! 
Here Oufe, How windidgtlH'Ottgh a level plain 
Of fpacious meads with cattle fpdnkledo^ef, 
Condud^ the eye along hid tinuous coutfer 
Delighted. ^ T^re, faft: rooted in his bank 

• Stand, never oterlodk'd, oiir f^v*rite elnis 
That fcreen the herdfftian*8 folitary htit ; 
While far beyond and bverthwart the ftream 
That as with molten glafe iiilays the vale» 
The fldping land recedes into the clouds ; 
Difjf laying on its varied fide, the grace 

- Of hedge-row bealities numbcrlefs, fquare tow'i-. 
Tall fpire, from which the found of chearful bells 
Juft undulates upon the Mft^hing ear ; 

' Oroves, heaths, -and foiokfng villages remote. 
Scenes muft be beautiful. which* daily yiew'd 
Plcafe daily, ahd whofe novelty furvives 
Long 'knowledge and the fcrutiny of years. 

: Praifc juftly diie to thofe that I defcribe. 

Nor rural fights alone, buf rural founds' 
Exhilarate the fpirit, and reflore 
The tone of languid Nature. Mighty winds 
■ That fweep' the fkirt of fome far-fpreading wood 
?Of ancient growth, make mufic not unlike 
The dafh of ocean on his winding fhpre, 
; And lull the fpirit while ihey fill the mind, 

UnnumberM 
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« 

UnmtmSer'd bniBches- wvrifkg in the bbfty 
And aU tbeir leaves fad flutt'ring) all at once* 
Nor pft compofure waits ^pon the roar 
Of diftant floods, or on the fofter voice 

'Of neighb^ring^oiMtain, or of rills that flip 
Through- the cleft rock^ and chiming as they faSL 
Upon loofe pebbles, lofe themfelves at length 

""In matted .graft, that with a livelier green 
Betrays the fecret of their fileat courfe. 

'Nature inanimate emj^oys fweet foundfj 
But animated Nature fweeter ftUl 

'To footh and fatisfy the human e«r. 
Ten thoufand warblers chear the day, arid one 

'The live-long night : nor thefe alone whofe notes 
Nice-finger'd art muft emulate in vain, 
Butcawing rooks, and kites that fwim fublime 

' In ftill repeated. circles, fcreaming^loud. 
The jay, < the pie, and cv'n the boding owl 
That hails, the riGngmoon» have charms for me. 
Sounds inharmonious in themfelves and harfh, 
' Yet heard in fcenes where peace for ever reigns, 
^ And only there, pleafe highly for their fake. 



' Peace to the artift, whofe ingenious thought 
Devifed the weather- houfe, that ufeful toy ! 
Fearlefs.of *huflpid air and gathering rains 
Forth fteps th»man, an emblem of myfeU^ 
More delicate his timorous mate retires. 
When Winter foaks the fields, and female fdet 
Too weak to ftruggle with tenaciously. 
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"Or ford the rivukts, arc h€& at torac, 

X The ta(k of jicw difcof'ries falls on me. 

At fuch a feaibn and with fuch a charge ' 

Once went I forth, and found, till then uttknowri, 

A cottage, whither oft we fincc repair ; 

*Tis perch'd upon the green-hill top, but clofc 

.Inviron*d vhth a ring of branching elms 

That overhang the thatch, itfelf unfeen. 

Peeps at the vale belcJw ; fo thfck b^fet 

'With foliage of fuch dark redundant growth, 

I caird the low rooPd lodge the feafanfs neft. 

And hidden as it is, and far remote 

From fuch unpleafing founds as haunt the ear 

In village or in town, the bay^ of curs 

IncelTant, clinking hammers, grinding wheels. 

And infants <:km'rou8 whether pleas'd or paia'd, 

'Oft have I wiftiM the peaceful covert mine. 

Here, I have faid, at leaft I fiioold poflefe • ' .^ 

The^poet^s trcafnre, filence, and indulge 

The dreams of fancy, tranquil and fecure. 

Vain thought ! the dweller in that ftill retreat 

Dearly obtains the refuge it aflfords- 

Its elevated fcite Ibrbids the wretch 

To drink fweet waters of the chryftal well; 

He dips his bowl into the- weedy d^tch. 

And heavy-laden brjngs his beVn^ home ^ 

Fnr*fetch*d and little worth ; nor f3dom waits, 

J5ependant on the baker's punAual call. 

To hear his creaking panniers at the door, 

. An^ry and. fad ^ni his laft cruft' confwticd, 

4j > So 
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^' farewel eiiTy of the feafnni^i Wffi* 
If. folitude make (cant the means of lift. 
Society for me ! Thou feeming fweet* 
Be ftiU a pleafing obje^ in my view» 
My vifit ftill, but never mine abode- 

Not dtftai^t far^ a length of colonnade 
Invites us. Monument of ancient tafte» 
Now fcorn'd, but -worthy of a better fate. 
Our fathers knew the value of a fcreen 
From fultry funs* and in their fiiaded waUis 
And long-protraded bow'rs, cnjoy*d at 0oa« 
The gloom and coolneft of declining day. 
We bear our fhades about us ; (elf-idepriv'd 
Of other fcreen, the thin umbrella fpread, 
Aqd range an Indian wafte without a tree. 
Thanks to * Bcnevolug — he fpares me yet 
Thefe chefnuts ranged in correfponding lines* 
And though hlmfelf fo polifb'd> Kill reprieves 
The obfolete prolixity of fbade. 

i 

Defcending ww (but cautious, ' left" too fafl:) 
A fudden fteep, upon a rufiLic bridge 
We pa& a gulph is which the willows dtp 
Their pendant boughs^ llooptng as if to driiik. 
Hence ancle deap i« itiof« and flow'ry thyme 
We. mount again^ and feel at ev'ry ftep 

Our 

• J^hn Courtrtfy Tkrochrtorttrn^ Efq; of W^an 
Under'wood. 



I 






T H B ST a fa;- it 

Our foot half funk m hillocks green an^ fofti 
Kais'd by the molcy the miner of the fo3» 
He not unKke the great ones of mankind^ 
Disfigure* earth, and plotting in the dark 
Toils much to earti a monumental pile, 
That may . record the mifchkf» he ha« done. 

The fummit ga(nM, behald the proud alcove - 
That crow'nt it ! ytt not all its pride fecures 
The grand retreat from injuries imprefs'd 
By rural carvers, who with knives deface 
The pannHs^ leaving an obfcure rude name 
In cha rafters uncouth, and fpelt amifs. 
So ftrong the zeal t' immortalize himfclf 
Beats in the breaft of man^ that ev'n a few- 
Few tranficnt years won from th* abyfs abhorr'd . 
Of blank oblivion, feem a glorious prize. 
And even to a clown. Now roves the eye* 
And potted on this fpcculativc heigbt • 
Exults in its command; The fheep-fold here* 
I\}ur8 out its ^eecy tenants o'er the gkbc. 
At firfti progrelfive as a ftream^ they fcek 
1 he middle field ; but fcatterM by degrees 
Each to hi« choice, foon whiten all the land. 
There, from the fun -burnt hay-field homeward- creeps 
The loaded wain, while lightcn'd of its charge 
The wain that meets it paiFes fwiftly by. 
The boorifli driver leaning o*er his team 
Vocirrous, and impatient of delay^ 
Nor lefs attraftive is the woodhad fcene 

C 2 Diverfified 
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Div€rfificd with tress of every growth 
Alike yet various. Here the grey fmooth trunks. 
Of a{h, or lime, or beech^ diftindly (hiiiey 
Within the twilight of their diftant ihades » 
There lofl behind a rifing ground^ the. wood 
Seems funk, and .fhorten'd to its topmoft. boughs*. 
lie tree in all the grove but has its charms^ 
Thou^ each its hue peculiar ; pajer ibme^ 
And of a wannifti grey ; the willow fuch. 
And poplar, that with filver lines his leaf. 
And a(h far-ftrctching his umbrageous arm.. 
Of deeper-, green the elm ; and deepjcr flill,. 
Lord of the woods, the long-furviving oak^. 
ISomc glofly-Uav'd and (hining in the fun. 
The maple> aud the beech of oily nuts.. 
Proliftc,,and the lime at dewy eve 
Diifuiing odours : . aor unnoted pafs,. 
The fycamore, capricious, in attire. 
Now green, now tawny, and ere autuma yet- 
Have changed ihe woods, in fcarlet honors brighiU 
O'er thefe, but far beyond (a fpacious map 
Of hiU and valley interpos'd between) 
The Oofc, . dividing the well- water'd land, . 
Now glitters in the fun, and now retires,.. 
As balhful, yet.impatient.to be.feeo. . 

Hence Chedecltvityris fbarp and /hort^ 
And fuch the re-afcent ; between them ^weeps* 
A little Naiad her impov'dfh'd. urn . 
AH fummcr long, wfaich> winter fiUs.agaiii< 

Tlic 
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The folded gates would bar my progreft nov,. 
But that the * Lord of this inclofed demefnc^ 
Communicative of the good he owtts. 
Admits me to a (hare : the guiltlefs eye 
CommitSi no wrong, nor waftes what it enjoys. 
Refreshing change ! where now the blazing fu^fc^ 
By (hort traiifition we have loft his glare 
And ftcppM at once into a cooler clime. 
Yei*allea avenues! once more I mourn 
Your fate unmerited, once more rejoice 
That yet a remnant of your race furvi^cs* 
How airy and how light the graceful arch,. 
Yet awful as the confccr^tcd roof 
lie-echoing pious anthems ! while beneath 
The. chequer'd earth fecms reftlcfs as a flood 
Brufh'd by the wind. So fportivc is th« light 
Shot through the boughs, it dances as they dance,. 
Shadow and funfhine intermingling quick, 
And darkntng and enlightning, as the leaves 
Play wanton-, cv.'ry moment, ev*ry fpot. 

And now with nerves new-brac'd and fpirits chearM 
We tread the wildernefs, whofe welUroU'd Walks 
With curvature of flow and eafy f^weep, ' 
l3eception ionocent— -give ample fpace 
To niirrow bounds- The grove receives us next ; 
Between the upright (hafts of whofe tall elms 
We may difcem the thrcfher at his ta(k. 
Xhump. after thump refounds the coi^ilaiU fldil, 

That 

*- Sfc the foregoing nott^ 
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That fcems to fwing uncertain, and ycthUh 
Full on the dtfftin'd car. Wide flics the cbaJi; 
The rudling llraw fends up a frequent mift 
Of atoms fparkling in the noon-day beam. 
Come hither, ye that prefs your beds of down 
And fleep not : fee him fwcating o'er hie bread"' 
Before he eats it. — 'Tis the primal curfe, 
But foften'd into mercy ; made the pledge 
Of chearful days,. and nights without a groan* 

By ceafelefs action, . alt that is, fubHRs. 
Conilaat rotation of tk' unwearied \^heel 
That nature rides upon^ maintains her healthy 
Her beauty, her fertility. £hc dreads 
An inftaut's pa«fe, and lives but while. file moves.*. 
Its own icvolvcncy upholds. the world. 
Winds from all quarters agitate the air. 
And fit the limpid element for ufe, 
£lfe noxious ; oceans^ rivers, lakes, and Rreamtf 
All feel the fre(h*iitng impulfe, and are cleansed . 
By refllefs undulation ; ev'n the oak 
Thrives by the rude conou.ffibn 6f the ft4:>rm ; 
He feems indeed indignant, and to feel 
Th' impreflion of the blaft with proud difdain^ 
Frowning as if in his unconfcious arm 
He held the thunder. Bttt the monarch owes * 
His firm.ftabijljty to what he fcorns. 
More flirt below, the more diflurb'd above. 
The law by which all' creatures elfe are bouud, 
Bindt man the lord of all* Hlmfelf 'derives 

No 
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"^o mean adfsiitig;e from i kindred ctuTe* 
From ftrcnepus toil hi* hours of. fwceteft cafe. 
The fedentary ftretdb tbeir lizy length 
When cuftoxh bidt, but no refreflnacnt find» 
-For none they need : the languid cy«, the cheek 
Deferted of its bloom i the ftaccid» Anink*» 
And withered mufclcy and the ^ptd foul, 
Reproach their owner with that love of reft 
To which he forfeits €T'a the reft he loves. 
-Not fuch th' alert and a^iw. Meafure ITCe 
Hy its true worth » the comforts it affords, 
Andihdrsalonefeems worthy of the name. 
Good health, and its aflbcrate in the moft, 
*'Good temper ; fpirits prompt to undertake. 
And not foon fpent, though in an arduous taik ; 
' The powers of fancy and ftrong thought are theirs;; 
Ev'n age itfelf feems privileged in them 
"With clear exemption from its own defe€^s# 
A fparkling eye beneath a wrinkled front 
The vet 'ran fljows, and gracing a grey beard 
"With youthful fmiles, defcends toward the grave 
• Sprightly, and old almoft without decay. 

Like a coy maiden, eafe, when courted moft» 
'Tartheft retires— an idol, at whofe (hrinc 
*Who oft'iicft facrifice are favor'd Icaft. 
The love of Nature, and the fcenes §it draws 
Ts Nature's diftat«. Strange ! there fhould be found 
'Who felf-imprifbn'd in their proud faloons, 
^Renounce the -odors of the open field 

For 
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For the unfcented fi^ibns of the Iooitn 
Who fatisiied with ©nly pcncii'd fccncs. 
Prefer ,to the performance of a God 
Th' inferior wonders of an artift's hand. 
LoFvely indeed the mimic works of art, 
But Nature's works far loveh'cr. I admire — 
None more admires the painter^s magic (kill. 
Who ihews me that whiph I fhall never fee, 
Conveys a diftant conntry into mine, 
And throws Italian Ught on EngliHi walls. 
But imitative (Irokes can do no more 
Than pleafe the eye, fweet Nature ev'ry fcnfc. 
The air falubrious of her lofty hilla. 
The chearing fragrance of her dewy valc« 
And mufic of her woods— no works of roan 
May rival thefe ; thefe all bcfpeak a powder 
Peculiar, and exclufively her own. 
Beneath the open iky fhe fpreads the fcafL; 
'Tis free to all — 'tis ev?ry day renew'd. 
Who fcorns it, flarvcs defer\edly at home, 
ilcfdoes not fcorn it j* who imprlfon'd long . 
In fome unwholcfome, dungeon, and a prey 
To fallow flcknefe, which the vapors dank 
And clammy of his dark abode have bred, 
Efcapes at la ft to liberty and light. 
His cheek recovers foon its healthful hue. 
His eye reliimines its extingulfh'd fires, 
.He walk*, he leaps, he runs — is wingM with joy» 
And riots ill the fwcets of ev'ry breeze. 
.He does not Dcorn it, who has. long endur'd 

-A cfcvcr*s 
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A fcvePs agonies, and fed on drugv* 
■Nor yet the mariner, his blood inflam!ed 
With acrid falts ; his very heart athirft 
To gaze at Nature in her green array. 
Upon the fhip'^ tall fide he ftands, poiTefs'd 
With vidons prompted by intenfe defir«^ 
Pair fields appear below, fuch as he left 
Far diftant, fuch as he would die to find— 
He feeks them headlong, and is feen no more. 

The fpleen is feldom fdit where Flora reigns i 
The low'*! ing eye, the petulance, the frown, 
Aad fullen fadnefs that o'erihade, didort. 
And mar the face of beauty, when no eaufe 
For fuch ignmeafurable woe appears, ' * 
Thefe Flora baniihes, and gives the iait 
Sweet fmiles and bloom lefs tranfient than her own* 
It is the conftant revolution, ftale 
And tailelefs, of the fame repeated joys, 
That palls and fatiates, and makes languid life 
A pedlar's pack, that bows t* ^bearer down. ' 
Health /uifers, and the fpirits ebb ; the heart 
Recoils from its own choice— at the full feaft 
Is famiih'd — ^finds no mufic in the foiig. 
No fmartnefs in the jeft, and wonders why. 
Yet thoufands dill defire to journey on. 
Though halt and weary of the path they tread* 
Th^ paralytic who can hold her cards 
But cannot play tbem^ borrows a frien^^s hand 
To deal and ihuiHe, to. divide and fort 

D Her 
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Her mingled fuitt and feqoencet» and fits 

Spe£bitrefs both and fpe^ack* a iad 

And filent cypher, v^hile her proxy play I. 

Others are dragg'd into the crowded room 

Between fupportera ; and •nee featedy fit 

Through doyrnright inability to rife» 

'Till the (lout bearers^ lift the torpfe again* 

Thefe fpeak a loud memento. Yet ev'n thefe 

Themfel?es love life, and ding to it, as he 

That overhangs a torrent » to a twig* 

They love it> and yet loath it ;- fear to die. 

Yet fcom the purpofcs for which they live. 

Then, wherefore not renounce them? No*-the dreail^ 

The flavin dread of folitude,^ that breeds 

Refie^lion and remorfe, the fear of fliame. 

And their invet'rate babitSi lilL forbid. ^ ' 

Whom call we gay ? That honor has been^lonj^ 
Thd boafl of > mere pretenders to the name. 
The innjDcent arc gay-^the lark is gay 
That drieshis feathers faturate with' dew 
Beneath the rofy cloud y while yet the beams 
Of day.fpring overdioot his humble neft. ^ 

The peafant too* a v/itiiefs of his fongi 
Himfelf a ibngfter, is as gay as he. 
But faye me from .the gaiety of thofc 
Whole head-achs nail them to a noon-day bed ; 
And fave me too from theirs whofe' haggard eyf a 
Flafh defpecation, and betray their pangs 
For property ftripp'd off by crael chance % 

■ From 
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From gaiety thiit lilli the bonefe with paiiiy 
The mouth with bbfphemy, the heart with woe. 

The earth was made fcrvartous* that the mind^ 
Of defultory mai% ftudious of change. 
And pieasM witk novelty, might he indulged*' 
ProfpeAs howcrer lovely may be fecn 
'Till half their beauties fade ;| the weary iig^ht. 
Too well acquainted with their fmiles, flidet off • 
Fadidioosi feeking lefs famtiiar fcenes. 
Then fnug inclofures in the ihelter*d vale, • 
Where frequent hedges intercept the ey«, . 
Delight us, happy to renounce a while. 
Not fenfelefs of its charms, what ftiU we love, . 
That fuch (hort abfence may endear it more. " 
1'hen forcfts, or the favage rock may plcafe. 
That hides the fea-mew in his hollow clefts 
Above the reach of man: his hoary head 
Confpicuous many a league, the mariner 
Bound homeward, and in hope- already tbercr 
Greets with three cheers exulting* At his waill . 
A girdle of half-wither*d flirubt he Ihows, 
And at his feet the baffled billows die. . 
The common overgrown with fern, and rough; 
With prickly gofs, that ihapelefs and deform 
Aiid dang'rous to the touch, has yet its bloom 
And decks itfelf with ornaments of gold, - ^ 
Yields no unpleafing ramble ; there the turf 
•Sc^ells frelh^ and rich in odorif Vou« herbS' 

D z And 
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And fungou« frtlu of earthy.re^<S^&e fenfe 
With Ittxory of ttneipcdfcd fw^ctK . 

There often w^ndcft ope,»lAui" better dajr * 
Saw better dad, in cloak of Hntti^rxmm'd 
With lace, and hat with fplendid J | U|pd bound'*- 
A ^Fving- maid" was (he, and feti in^e * ' 
Wlth^ne. who left her, went to.fea and died« 
lier fancy fc^ewed hitn through foaming wavea^ 
To^diftant fhores, and ihe would fit and weep. 
At what a failor fuffeirs : fancy too 
Deluftve moft' where warmed wifhet are,. 
Would oft anticipate his glad return. 
And dream of tranfportt (he was not tO'know*. 
She heard the doleful tidings of his death, 
And never fmil'd again. And now flic roams 
The dreary waftc ; there fpemis the livelong day^ 
And therC) unlefs when charity forbids, 
The livelong night. A tattered. apron hides. 
Worn as a cloak, and hardly hides a gown 
More tatter'd ftill ;. and b^ but ill conceal 
A bofom heav'd with never-ccafing iighs. 
She- begs an idle pin of all (he meets 
And' hoards them- in her flcevc^ but needful food i 
Though prefe'd with hunger ofti or coraelier cloaths^ 
Though pinch'd with cold) aiks never*^^— Kateis craz*d»> 

I fee a column of flow riling fmoke 
O'ertop t be lofty vH)6d that ikirt&the vsSd^ - 
A vngabond and ufekfs tribe there eat 

Tbcir 
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Their miftirabk mcal^ A-kettkflang 
Between two poles upon a AtcktruifTcrfet. . > 
Receives the model; ffefhi obfccnce of dog,, 
Or vermiiiy or at beil» of dock pttrloinM • 
From his aocuftom^dperclu Hard^&riog raee ! 
They pick their fuel out of c»'ry kcdge, 
Which kimlled wxth> dry kavcs* juftSavet un^ueach'C ' 
Th^ fpark of. life« The fporttve wiad blows wid« 
Their flutt^nng ragSy and (hows a tawny ftin, - 
The vellum, of the pedigree they claim* 
Great (kill have they in.palmiftry» and more 
To conjure ^clean away the gold they touch. 
Conveying worthkfs drofii into Its place. 
Loud when>they beg, dumb only when they deal.. 
Strange ! that a creature rational, and caft 
lii human mould, (hould brutalize by choice . 
His nature, and thou^ capable of arts 
By which the world might profit andhimfelf, 
Self-banifliM from fociety,. prefer 
Such fqualid (loth to honorable toil. 
Yet even thefe, though feigning (icknefe oft 
They fwathc the forehead, drag the limping limb* • 
And vex their fleih- with arti^cial** fores, 
Can change:their whtirc into a mirthful note 
When fafc occafion offers, and with dance 
And mdic of the bladder- and the bag 
Beguile thtir woes and make the woods refoun^. 
Such health and gaiety of heart enjoy x 
The houfelefs rovci^ of the fylvan. world ; 
And breathing whokfome. air, and' waud'ring much,. . 

Need*' 
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Need other phyfic none to heal th* effcdi 
Of los^tUbmc 4tety penury, aad cold. 

Bleft hCf though undiftingfuifti'd froiy; the crord ^ 
By wealth or dignity; who d«dl» fecure • 
Wher^ man, by natuire fierce,- haa laid afide 
His fiercenefs, having learnt, though flow to Icarp^' 
The manners and the arts of civil life.'., . 
His wants, indeed,- are many ; but fupply.^ 
Is obvious ; placed within the eafy reach,. 
Of temperate wifiies and induftriouc|rj^i\^ • 
Here virtue thrives as 'in her proper foil; 
Not rude and furly^ and befet with' thorns. 
And terrible to fight, as when (he fprings, 
(If e'^r fhe fpring fpontaneons) in xtmote; 
And barb'rousclimes, where violenife^^pfjeyails,.^ 
And ftrength is lord of all; but gentle, kindy ^ 
By culture vUMn'dj by liberty ref^e(h'd,-^ 
And all her fruits by radjant truth matur'd* . 
War and the chace engrofs the favage wl£6l^ <» 
War follo\v*d for revenge, or to fupplant • ^ 
The envied tenants' of fome happier fpot, *;^, 
The chace for fu&enance, precarious truft ! - 
His hard coodition with fevere conftraint ^ 

Binds all his faculties, forbids all growth \ . ^, 
Of wifdoniy proves, a fchgolin which he learns > 
Sly circumvention, unrelenting hate,- x V . 

Mean fclf-attachment, -and fcarce aught befide. , 
Thus fare the (hiv'ring natives of the- north j 
And tb us the- rangers of ^ the< weftern world 

Where 
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^ Where it advances far into the deep» 
Towards th'Antarftic, Ev'n the favor'd Met 

. So lately founds although the conilant fun 

' Cheer all theic feafons with> a grattfful fmile. 
Can boaft but little' virtue r and inert 
Through plenty, lofe in morah| what 'they gain 

. In manners, victims of luxurious cafe. 
Thefe therefore I can pity, placed remote 

.From all that fcience traces, art inventSf 
Or infpiration teaches ; and indofed 
In boundlefs oceans neVer- to be paf&M 
By navigators urnhfopmed as they, 
Or pJoughM perhaps by Brit! fh bark again* 
But far beyond the reft, axyl i^ith moft caufe 
Thee, gentle * favagc! whom no love of thee 

• Or thine, but curiofity perhaps,* 
Or elfis vain*glory, procnpted us »to draw 
Forth from thy native bow'rs, to (how thee here 
With what fuperior IkilJ we can abufe 
The gtfts of Providence, and fquander life. 
The dream is pad. Atid thou haft found ag^in 
Thy cocoas and bananas, palms and . yams. 
And honneftaUthatch'd with leaves. But haft thou foimd 
Their former f^arnis ? And having fecn our ftatc, 

^ Our palaces, our ladies, and our pomp 

' Of equipage, our gardens, and our fports. 
And heard our mufic j are thyfimple friends, 
Thy fi mple fare, and all thy plain delights 

. As dear to :thee as once? And have thy joys 

•Ltfft 
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Xoft nothing by .eomparifoir with «ur»? 
Rude «• thou srt (hr we xnutu'd thee rude . 
Andignortnti cxd^ of outward 4i«w) 
I cannot think thee yet fo dull of heart 
And fpiritleby as never to regret 
^wceH tafted here,.a^d left aa foon t^ known. 
Methinks I fee thee ftrajing on the beach » 
And afliing of the furge that bathes thy foot 
If ever it hae walh'd our diilant ihore, 
I fee thee weep, and thine are hoaeft tears, 
A patriot's for his- country. Thou art fad 
At thought of her forlorn and abjc6l (tate» 
From which bo power of thine can raife her up. 
Thus fancy paints thee^and though apt to ^rr, . 
Perha|)s em little, when fhe paints thee thus. 
She tells me too that duly ev'ry morn 
Thou climb'ft the mountain top, with eager eye 
Exploring far ahd wide the wat*ry waftc 
For fight of (hip from England. Ev'ry fpeck 
Seen in the dim horizon, turns thee pale 
With conflidlof contending hopes and fears. 
But comes at laft the dull and duflcy eve, 
And fends tbcc to thy cabbin, welUprepar'd 
To dream all night of what the day denied. 
Alas ! exped it not. We found no bait 
To tempt JUS in thy couiutiry* Doing good, 
Difinterefted^gpod, is. not our trad<;. 
We travel far 'tis true, bat not for nought ; 
And muft be brib'dto ccmpgifs earth agaia 
13 y otbcr hopes and richer fruits than yours. 

Bat 
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*^But t&bugfa ehte tmrthiii^viitBri 'mitfie m9d' 
^And gental^Ofl of cidthated 1% 
TTbrive mofb^ -mid msf perhafpstbrrrrculy titffeffci 
Yet not in cktcff oft. In prond and gAj 
And galn-dievl}ted chifls ; thither flow^ 
As to a tomatoa and moft m>^fytti» few«^ » 
The dregs and 'faemdence' df e^ryl»NSL 
In cities fou! examftle eft<in(»& mMto 
Begets its likcnfe^ iJtmfe aibvndtndrlMroair 
In grofs aAd ptmpevM'oitierfldtfe'aBd lufii^! 
And wvdoRn^b 9ttA g^nttooouft txceik / 

In cities^ vite laT biddfefr widi dioAdrfci: 
Or Teen with kafl repriMch $ and vnkar tangiMt 
By frequent lapfef^ cakrho^ n^ t<^iBiii|[k t&e»0* 
Beyond th'*aechietem«iii^of fuccefsfiilfJiifbu 

1 do coalefs them nvifTMc{tht-B!ti)t,i 

In which they flouri(h moft« Where in the beamt 
"Of warm encouragetficfltyaBd in. the eye . 
'Of pubiie note tb^^y'reiich their :.peiffA'fiaRv 
Such London is^' by taftr and wvalth. prockiiiiM' 
The faireft cajatal o£{att theiWovldy 
By riot and incoatsnence the TTorfiu* 
There, touehM by Keyo«kb» a duO bbdk VcedmcT 
A lucid mi^or» io- wliiah; natave fee^ 
All her reflefted^oaeuresj Bacon thfei^ 
Gives more than femfetk betuty'ta-a AeAe» 
And Chatham's ck>quen<ter wrt& lAart^l^ 
Nor does the chifiel otcnp^ttimit , 

The povr'i'fl of fcii]ptiirc,> lAit tbv'ftyitf a#^w«di$ 
Each province of her aH K«r cquil care; * 

IfVitJi nice ioctfioii of! her gsid^^fitfel 

E She 
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She ploughs a brazen fidd, and clotbca a fo3 
80 fterile witt^ what charms foe'or ihc w31» 
The richcft fccn'17 and the loTelieU foxixis« 
Where finds philofophy her eagle eye 
With which (he gazes at yon burning drflc 
Undazzled, and detc^ and counts his fpots f 
In London. Where, her implements exad 
With which fhe calculates, computes and fcans 
All diftaiice» niotioni magnitude, and now 
Meafures an atom» and now girds a world} 
In London* Where hau commerce fuch a mart» 
So richy fo throng'dt fo drainM, and fo fupfdied 
As London, opulent, enhrged» and fiill 
Increafing London ? Babylon of old 
Not more the glory of the earthy- than fhe 
A more accomplilh'd world'« chief glory now. 

■. . • " • 

She has her praife. Now mark a fpot or two 
That fo much beauty would do yrcU to purge y 
And (how this queen of cities, that fo fair 
May yet be foul, fo witty, yet not wife. 
It is not feeodyi nor of good report * ' 

That (he is flack in diibipline. More prompt 
T' avenge than to prevent the hccach of law* 
That (he is rigid in denouncing death 
On petty robbers, tand indulges life 
And liberty, and oft-times, honor too 
To peculators of the public gold. 
Thatr thieves at "home mu& hang t btft he that putt 
Into his ovcirgorged and bloated purfe 
The wealth, of Indiau provinces, jcfcapes. 

■ Nor 



T H B So F A. 27 

Nor 18 it welU nor can it come to goodf 
Thfft through profane and infidel contempt 
Of holy wfiti (he hat prcfum'd t' annvl 
And abrogate as roundly as (he may. 
The total ordonnance and will of God t 
Advancing fafhion te the poll of truth, ., 
And centering all authority in modes 
And cuftoms of Iter owii» till Sabbath ritet 
Have dwindled into unrefpe&ed forma. 
And kitees and haffodks are weH-m*gh divbfced* ^ 

God made the country/ and man made the tows; > 
What wonder then« that health and virtue, gifts 
^hat can alone make fweet the bitter draught 
That life holds- out to all| (hould moft abound 
And lead be threatened in the fields and groves ? : 
PofTefs ye therefore, ye who borne about 
In chariots and fedans, know no fatigue 
But that of idlencfs, and tafte no fcenes 
But flich as art contrives, poflefs ye ftiU i 
Your element ; there only ye can (bine,;- .. 
There only ininds like yours can do4!lo hamw 
Our groves were planted to confole at noon 
The penfive wanderer in the (hades. At eve 
The moon*beam (ii^g foftly in between 
The deeping leaves, is all the light they wtfh-. 
Birds warbling all the mufici We can fpare 
The fplendor of your lamps, they but edipfir 
Otir fofter fatiUIte. • Your fongs confound 
Our more harmonious notes. The thrulh departs 
Scar-d, and th^ offended nightingale is mote ' 

£ a There 
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Tbertt IS a pvlitfc nUUuef in your mirtfiV 

It plagues yottr country. Folly £ieh as yqor'a 

GracM wkh^a fword, and worthier of a &&, 

Has made, which enemies cottld no^cr have'donK : 

Our arch of empire, Aedfaft Imt for ymij 

A xnutiUted Am^^ure foop to fidL 
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milch o^ns luHb reJle£llont fuggefled.hy thi cgnclufion 
^the former. — Pe^ce among the nations recommended' 
pn the ground of tbelr common fhtt^^fhip in forr9^»^-» 
Prpdlgiej enumenated. — Sicilian earthquakes — Man 
rmdered ohnovieus. to thefe calamities by Jin* — God 
the agent in them. — The philofophy that fl^ps at Je^ 
con'detry caufes reproved, ^-r^ur own late mifcarriaggj 
accounted for ,^^%atyrical notice taken cf ^ur trips to 
Fontainhleau.'^But the pulpit^ not fatire^ thejfroper 
engine of reformation — The Reverend Advertifer of, 
engraved fermons. — Petit maitre parfon. — The good 

preacher — Piaure of a theatrical clerical coxc9nib . - 

Story-tellers andjefters in the pulpit reproved.^^Apo- . 

Jirophe to popular applaufe, — Retailers of ancient - 
pbihfophy expoft^lated ivith. -Sum of the 'whole mai^ - 
ter.'-^EfftQs of facer dotal mifmanagement on the^ 
laity.'"Their folly and extravagance. — The tnijchie/} . 
of profufion.^^'Profufton itfelf <with all its confequent 

,e:vils^ 4ifcrihed as to its principal canfe^^ Htht nvant - 
of difcipline irt the Univerftties. 
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H Ibr a lodg« in Tome raft wilderoefsy . 
Somel>ociii4kfscoAtiguit3r of.lhad^y « ,. 

Where rumour of oppreffion and deCbiCy * * 
Of unfuccefgful or f^cceftful war ' '► 
Might Bevcr reach me more. My ear is pained 
My foul is fick with ev'ry day's report 
or wrong and outrage with which earth i« fillM^. 
Thefe ia no fiefh in man's obdurate heart, 
It does not feel for man. The natural bond. 
Of brotherhood is fever'd as the flax 
That falls afunder at the touch of Ere. 
He finds his fellow guilty of a ikin 
Not colonrM like his own, aqd having p<»w'r 

T' inforcc 
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T* inforce tbe wroiig» for focli a WDrthy canfc 

Dooms and devotes him as bis lawful prey. 

Lands interfe£led by a narrow frith 

Abhor each other. Mountains, interpofed, . 

Make enemies of nations wbo'had'cUe 

Like kindred drops been mingled into one* 

Thus man dTrotes his brother, and defboys^ 

And worfe than ail, and moft to be deplored 

As human natnre^s broadefl:, fonleft blot. 

Chains him» and talks him» andcxafbJiisfwait i 

With ftripes, that mercy with a bleeding hcsit 

Weeps when (he fees inAided t>n a beafti 

Then what is man ? And what man feeing this^ 

And having human feelings, does not blolh 

And hang his head, to think himfelf a mrnA 

I would not have a flare to till my ground. 

To cany me, to fan me while I fleep. 

And tremble when I wake, fot all the wealth , 

Tliat finews bought and. fold have ever eam'd* .. 

No : dear a» freedom is, and in my heart's 

Juft eftimation prizM above aU price, 

I had much rather be niyfelf the flave 

And wear the bonds,, than faflen them on hnlii 

We have no flaves at home — Then why abroad f 

And they themfetves once ferried o'er the wave 

That parts us, are emancipate and loos'd. 

Slaves cannot breathe in England ; if their lungs . 

Receive our air, that moment they arc free. 

They touch our country and their (hackles fall. 

That's, noble, and befpeaks a nation proud 
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And jealous' of tbe blefling. Spread it theiii 
And let it circulate through cv'ry vein 
Of all your empire. That where Britain*^ power 
la felt, mankind may feel her mercy too. 

• 
Sufe there is need of focial inten:ourlc^ 
BeneTolence and peace and mutual aid 
Between the nations^ in a world that feemt 
To toll the destth-bcU of its own decenfe^ 
And by the voice of all its demeata 
To preach the gen'ral doom. * ^tViicn were the wlndt 
Xet flip with fuch a warrant to^eftroy. 
When did the waves £0 haughtily o'erleap 
Their ancient barriers^ deli^ing the dry i 
rires from beneath, and meteors f from above 
Portentous, unexampled, unexplained, 
Haveklndlejibeacons in the fties, and tV. old 
And crazy earth has- had her fiiaking. fits 
More frequent, and^foregone her ufual. reft* 
Is it a time to wrangle, wtien the props 
And pillars of our planet £eem to lail, 
Ajid-^atur^ | wi^h a<dim and f^Uy eye 
To wait the dofe of aU? But grant her«nd • 
More diftant, and that prophecy demnnda 
A longer refpite, uaaccompliflied yet ; 

siai 

* Alluding^ to tbs late calamities at Jamai^ 

"X Alluding to the fog. that covered loth Eutope and 
Jlja dnriftg the 'whole fummer of 1783. 
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fitill they art frowning fignal«, ahd brfpcak 
Dirpleafure in his breaft who rmites the earth 
Or healv hf makes it kriguifh ot rejoice. 
And 'tis but fei^ljt that where all deferve 
And ftand expofcd by common peccancy 
To what no ftir hare felt, the?c fhouW be p^ce, ^ 
And brethren incalamity ^oi^d We. 

Alas for Sieilj! ' rnde frajrmetits ndw 
'Lie fcatter*d where' the ffiapcly cdlamn ftood^ 
Htr palact^ ar« dull:. In all her ih^ets 
' T'he voice of fiiaging and the fprighdy chord 
Are filent. Revelry and dancd add ihow 
f^uffer a fyncopc and iblema paufe. 
While God perfomu apoii the ti«mbyng Hage 
Of his own worksy Us dreadftd part aloae. 
How does the earth receive him ? With. what figaa 
Of gratulatioki and delijg^ her king ? 
Pours ftie not J& her choxceft froits abroad^ 
Her fweeted flow'rs her aromatic gums^ 
Difclofing paradife where'er' he treads f 
She quakes at bis a|]proach. Her hollow woo^ 
Conceiviog thunjisrij through a thoy&tod deep* 
And fiery ctvemt roars beneatk his foot. 
The hills nu>ve lightly and the moontaihs fmok«i 
For ke has touch'd them. From th' extremeft point 
Of elevation down into th* abyfs. 
His wrath is bufy and his frown is felt. 
The rocks fall headlong and the vaUiel rife^ 
The rivers die into offenfive poolsy 

And 
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- And charged with putrid vttdure, breathe a froft 
And mortal nuifance into all the air. 
What'folid was, by transfermation ftrange» 
Grows fluids arid the fixt and rooted earth, 
TormcHted into billows, heaves and^W^j 

' Or with vortiginpu» and hideous- whirl 
Sucks down its prey infatiable. Immenfe 
The^tumult and the overthrow, the paogi 
And agonies of human and of brute 
Multitudes, fugitive on .ev'ry fide 

. And fugitive in vain. The fylvan IJpene 

^ Migrates uplifted, and with sill its foil 
Alighting in far diftant;fields, finds out 
A* new poffeiTor, and furvives the change. 

' Ocean has- caught the frenzy^ and upwroug^t 

To an enormous and. o'erbeariiig height, . 
. Ndt by a mighty wiad, but by that voice 
Which winds and waves obey, invades the fhore 
Refiftlefsiv Never f^ich a fudden flood, 
Upridged fo high* and feat on fuch a charge, 

- Poffefs'd an inland fcene. Where, now the throng 
That prefs'd the beach, and haily to dep«t, 

- •Look'd to the fca ior^fafety ? They are gone» 

- Gone with the j-eflueht wave into the deep, 

A prince with half his people. Ancient tow V41, 
And roofs embattled high, .the gloomy (cenes. 
Where beauty oft and lettered worth confume 
Life in the unprodudive fhades of death, 

• Fall prone : the pale inhabitants come forthf 

. And happy in their u^iforefeen releafe 

.F Froni 
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From «ll tbc rigori of reftrpitt* cajoy 
Th« terrora of .the dty that £et8 them free. 
Who then th»t kai thee» would not boM thee &ft 
Freedom ( whom ihej that kfe thee»< f^ regrn^ 
That ev'n a.}ttdg«Msit auking «iy br thcc» 
Seemt in their eyet* a asercy^ fof . thy fakft* 

Such evil fia hath wfons^t ) aod hA 4 imm: 
Kbdled in heavca, that it buraa down la eaitfc» 
And in the furious ioqurft that it laakes 
On God's hehalft lays wafte liis^fuieft verfctk 
The very elements, though each be meaat 
The minifter of many to ferre his wants^ 
Confpire agaitti hiaft. With his hreadli^ be dfava 
A plague into his Uood* And cannot ufe 
Life's necef&ry means^ but he mnft die. 
Storms rifeV o'enribelm him ; or if ftormy wind# 
Rife not, the watcis of the deep^fliall rifej 
And needing none affiftance of the florm> * 

Shall vol! tbemfehes afhorr, and reach him therv. 
The; earth (hatt fliake him out of ail his holds. 
Or make his houfe his gprave* Nor fo content^ 
Shall counterfeit the motions of the fiood« ' 
And drown htmrin her dry and dufty gvlpbv 
What then'«-were ther the wicked above all* 
And we the righteous^ whofe faft anchored ifle 
Moved not, while their's was rack'd like a light ikilS 
The fport of ev*ry wave ? No : none are clear. 
And none than we more guilty. But where aU 
Stand chargeable wkh g^iilt^ and to the (hafts. 

Of 
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Of wrath obfHfkfonH^ God tfitf drafo hit msHk* - > 
May punxfhj if be j^ftfty the left^ to warn 
The im>re enaligiitiit. If ht fjpar'd not thvm^ 
tremble and be anMCcd at thine efeape 
Far^guiltler Snglatd) left ht fpvc Mt tine* 

Happy the man wb^ feet a Grod cmpkiytd 

In a)l the good and ill that dieequer l£fei 

RefolYtng al ettntny with their cfitds 

And manifold refidtai imo the will ' 

And tfitttnition wtfc of the St^fearev 

Did not hM eye rale all thingti niKi intend * 

Tbe4eaft of our coneems (fin<}e Ireim the Itfaft "■ 

The greateft oft originate) ^nld cha n ee 

Find place in hi» dominloai >^ difpofe 

One kwlefs pttrticle to tHiwatt hi« pfanr 

Then God might be furpri^^d^ and nnforefmi ^ 

Contingenee might aknn ktifi» and ^ilhirb 

The fmooth' and equal covrie ef bii afiairs. 

This truth, phil6fe^yf thodghr eagi&»ej«d : 

In nature'i te«dencitf«# xit omjo6ki^ 

And having found his inftrtliment, forgeti 

Or difregardSf or intre ^rdufiaptnond %Slf 

Denies the. power tlmt weilds itV God prodaiflM ' 

Hill hot dtQ)leafttt« againd Iboli^i inen 

Tl&at live aa atheift life« IntoWes the beav'a 

In tempefts^ <{ttits hit grafp up«H» the winds 

And gives them all their fury* Bids a plague : 

Kindle a fiery boil upon the ikikt> 

(And pntnfy the breath of blooming:healt]pL* ^ 

F 2 He 



36 The TASK. Book H. 

He calls fair flLnrfAe* aad the meagre fiend 
Blows mildew from between his flirirerd lips^. 
And taints the golden ear. He fprings his miaea^^ 
And defolatea- a nation at a blaft. 
Forth fteps the fpruce philofophery and telli •. 
Of homogeneal and difcordant fpringa 
And princr^n; of eaufes how they work.. 
By neceflary^lawsy their fmre eSefts, 
Of a^ion and«re-a^ion. He.faas found 
The fource of the difeale that nature feelst 
And bids the world take heart attd^bani(h fear* . 
Thou fo(At will thy difcov'ry of thecaufe 
Sufpend th* effea or heal it ? -Has not God 
Still wrought>by means fiace fiift he made the worlds >• 
And did he not of old employ his means 
To drown it ? What is his creation k£ii 
Tlan a capacious refervoir of means 
Form'd for his ufe^^and ready at his willi. 
Go» drefs thine eyes with eye-fidte, afk of hiar» » 
Or aik of whomfoever he has taught. 
And leanii though late^ the genuine caufe of all» . 

£n^and» with all thy MLt$y 1 love thee ftill^ 
My country ! and while yet a nook is left. 
Where EngUfh minds and manners mayjbe.found," 
Shall he conftrain'd to Io¥e tkecs Though thy clime^ 
Be fickle, and thy year, moft paty deform-d 
With dripping rains, or withered by a froft,- 
I would not yet exchange thy fuUen fkics. 
And fields without a flower, for wanner Franca, :. 

WitK 
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Witk aH ber Tines ; n«r for Aufonia's grotef 
Of golden fruitage, and her myrtle bowr's. 
Toihake tby fenate» %nd from heights fublime^ , , 
Of patriot eloquence* to flafb down fire 
Upon thy foes, was never meant my taflc ; . 
But I can feel thy fortunes* and partake 
Thy joys and forrows* with as true a heart ^ 
As any thund'rer there. And I can feel 
Thy follies too* and. with « ju^ difdain* . 
Frown at effeminates* yrhofe^ery looks ^■ 
RefleA di(honoron/the.land. I Iotc* - 
How* in the name of foldierihip and fenfe* 
Should England profper* when fuch things* as finooth '* 
And tender- as ji gir)* all eflenced o'er^. 
With odora*vand as profligate as fweet* . 
Who feU their laurel for a myrtle wreath*. 
And lore when they Ihould fight ; when fuch as theie^ 
Prefume to lay their hand upon the ark 
Of her..magnificent and awful caufe^ 
Time was when it was praifcand boaft:CQOugb 
In e?^ry dime* and trard where we might* 
That we were bom her children. - Praiiie enough ^ 
To filLth' ambition of a. private man*. 
That Chatham's language wa& his mother tongue* . 
And Wolfe's great name compatriot with his own* . . 
Farewell thofe honors* and farewell with them . 
The hope of fuch hereafter. They have fall'n 
Each in his field of glory : One in arms. 
And one in council. Wolfe upon the lap^ 
(nuliiig. yidory that moment woni .. 

And 
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And Cbatliafii, baut^fick of Us couiitrfN fhame. 

They made ut tAnny foMiert. Chatham ftlB 

Confuhing England's happineft at hontej 

Secured it bf M nnfef|pving frftwn 

If any wrob j'd her. Wolfe, nrhert'er he fet^Cy 

Pot fo much of fairheart into bis oft. 

That his ciample had a mapiet^i fbrce» 

And all wett tmh to foHow ttrhom all loted. 

Thofe funs are fet. Ok fife feme other fach ! 

Or all that we have left, ift empty talk 

Of old atckieveraentSy and deipair of new. 

Now hoift the £iil, and let the fti^eamers float 
Upon the wanton breezes. Strew thy deck 
With lavender, and fprinkle liquid i^^tt^ 
That no rude favour maritime, invade 
The hofc of nice nobility. Breathe foft 
Ye clarionets) and fofter fttO ye flutes. 
That winds and waters,- InUM by magic founds^- > 
May bear ua fmoothly to the Gallic (hoVe. 
True, we have loft an etnpire^^let it pafs. 
True, we may thank the perfidy of f rancey 
That picked the jewel out of England's crown^ \ 
With all the cunning of an envious fhrew. 
And let that pafs — ^'twas but a trick of ftate. 
A brave man knows no malice, but at once 
Forgets in peace, the injuries of war, 
And gives his direft foe a friead^s embrace. 
And Jham'd as we have been, to th' very beardi ' > 
Brav'd and defied, and in our own fea proved 

Too 
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He feel» th' aoxletiet «f lifc, denied 

Their wonted entertainmentf aU retire. 

Such joys has he that fings* But ah ! not fucbf 

Or feldom fucfat the hearers of his fong. 

Faftidious, or elfe Uftlefs, ^er perhaps 

Aware of nothing arduous in a talk ' 

They, newer undertookf they little note 

His^ngers or cfcapes^ and hap'ty find 

There leaft anuifemcnt where he found the moft. 

But is amufeaacntaU f ftudious of fong» 

And yet ambitious not to fing in vain, 

I woidd not trifle merelyy though the world 

Be loudeft in their praife who do no more. 

Yet what can f^tire, whether grave orgsy ? 

It may corred a foible^ may chafUfe 

The freaks of faihion, regmate the drefa, 

Retrcjich-a fword^bbde, or difplace a patch; 

But where are its fuhlimer trophies found ? 

What vice has it (ubdued i whofe heart reclaimM 

By rigpur, or whom laughj^ into reform i 

Alas ! l»eviathan is not fo tamedf 

Laugh'd at, he laughs again ; and ftrickeo haol^ 

Turns to the ftroke his adamantine fcales^ 

That fear no difcipline of human hands* 

The pulpit therefore (and I name it» fiHM 
With (blenm awcy that bids me well beware 
With what intent I touch that holy thing) 
Th^ pulpit (when the fat'rift has at laft» 
Strutting and vap'nngjo^an.empty fchoglit.. 

^ Spe&t 
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iSpent all hit force and itade no pvofiblftfe) 
I fay the pulpit (in the fober iife 
Of its legiti«Btc .pecuKar po Vra} 
Muft Hand «ckaowledg*d, while the moM tM ftand^ 
The moft important and 'eiedualgcitfd, 
-Support and eraament of nrtu^s caufe. 
There ftandi the me&nger of tnHh. Then ftand* 
The legate of the ikies. His theme' dttine» 
3ii9 office facred, his credentiak •clear. 
By him^ the violated law^fpeaks out 
Its thunders, and hy htm, in ftraant at fireet 
As angels ufe, the gofpelwhlipers, peace* 
:He ftabliihes the ftrong, reftores the weak, 
Reclaims the wanderer, hinds the broken heai^ 
And arm'd himfelf in panoply jcomplete 
Of heav'nly temper, furaifhes with arms 
*3Bright as his own, and trains by ev'ry rule 
•Of holy dtCcipUne, to glorious war, 
9rhe facramental hoft of Ood's eled. 
Are all fuch teachera ? Wdald to heaven all were t 
Jut hark — ^tbe Do6lor*:s v«cc — faft wcdg*d bctwee» 
Twt) empirics he -ftands, and with fwoln cheeks 
Jnfpires the news, his trumpet. Keener ^far 
sThan all invediTe is his. bold harrangue, 
^Miile through that public organ of report 
"He haib the^elergy ; and defying (hame, 
Announces to the world his own and theirs. 
.He teachd^ thof^ to rc^d, whom fchook difmift'd^ 
A^nd colleges untaught ; fells accent, tone, 
And..C|Ppliafi8 in ficore, and gives to prayV 
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Th' adagio lind andante it demands. 

He grinds divinity of other days 

Down into modem ufe; transforms old print 

To zig*zag manufcript, and cheats the eyes 

Of gall'ry critics by a thoufand arts.^— 

Arc there who purchafe of the Dodor's lyare ? 

Ok name it not in Gath ! — ^it cannot be, 

That grave and learned Clerks fhbuld need fuch aid* 

He doubtlefs is in fport, and does btit dro)U 

AiTuming thus a rank unknown before, 

Grand caterer and dry-nuiifc of the church. 

I venerate the man, whofe heart is warm, 
Whofe hands are pure, whofe; dodlrine and whofe life 
Coincident, exhibit lucid proof 
That he is honed in the facred caufe. 
To fuch I render niore than mere rcfpe£l, 
,Whofe adiions fay that they refpedt themfelvcs. 
But loufe in morals, and in manners vaip^ 
In converfation frivoloufi, in drefs 
Extreme, at once rapacious -and profufc. 
Frequent in park, tvith lady at his fide. 
Ambling and prattling fcandal as he goes. 
But rare at home, and. never at his books^, 
Or with his pen, ft ve when, he fcrawls a card ; 
Conftantat routp, familiar with a round 
Of ladyfhips, a ftranger to the poor ; 
Ambitious of preferment for its gold. 
And well prepar'd by ignorance and ilotji. 
By infidelity and love, o' th' world 

To 
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To make God's work a finecure ; a flave 
To his own pleafures and his patron's pride.— < 
From fuch apoftles. Oh ye mitred heads 
Preferve the church ! and lay not carelefs haadi 
On fcuUs that cannot teachy and will not learn. 

Would I defcribe a preacher, fuch aa Paul» 
Were he on earth, would hear, approve, and own« 
Paul fhould himfelf dire£^ me. I would trace 
His maft^r-ftrokcs, and draw from his deiign* 
I would cxprefs him fimple,' grave, fincere | 
In do£^rine uncorrupt; in language plain; 
And plain, in manner. Decent, folemn, chafle^ 
And natural in gefturc. Mqch imprefs'd 
Himfelf, as confcious of his awful charge. 
And anxious mainly that the flock he feeda^ - 
May feel it too* Affectionate in look, . 
And teuder in addrefs, as well becomes. . 
A meffengcr of grace to guilty men. < 
Behold the piAure ! — 1« it like ? — Like whom ? 
The things that mount tho^. roftrum with a fkip 
And then ikip down again* Pronounce a text. 
Cry, hem^; and reading what they never wrote ^ 
Juit fifteen minutes, huddle up their work. 
And with a well-br^d whifper clofe the fcene» . 

In man or woman, but far mod in man, . 
And moft of all in man that miniflers 
And ferves the altar, in my foul I loath 
All aflcftation, *Tis my peifed . fcorn ;.. . ' 

a 2 . objca 
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And underilood too welT the wcigbty terms 
That he had ts^'en in charge. He would not Hoop 
' To conquer thofe by jocular exploits, 
Whom troth and fobernefs alTail'd in vain. 

Ohy* popular applaufe ! wbat beart of man 
Is proof againil thy fweet feducing charms ? 
The wifcft and tbe beft feel urgent need 
Of all their caution in thy gentleft gales ; • 
Bat fwell'd into a gufl — who then, alas !- 
Witb all his canvafs fet, and inexpert, 
And therefore heedlefs, can withftand thy power b - 
Praife from the rivel'd lips of tootblefs, bald 
Decrepitude ; and in tbe looks of lean 
And craving poverty ; and in the bow 
Refpedful of the fmutch'd artificer. 
Is oft too welcome, and may much diflnrb '^ 
The liias of the purpofe. How much more" ^ 
Pour'd forth by beauty fplendid and polite> , 
In language foft as adoration breathes ? ' 

Ah fpare your idol ! think hkn human ftifl. 
Charms he' may have, but he has frailties too, 
Doat Bot too much,* nor fpoil what ye admire* • 

All truth is from the fcmpitemal- fource - 
Of light divin«. But Egypt, Greece, and Rome r 
Drew from the ftream below. More favored we 
Drink, when we chafe it, at the fountain head. . 
To them it flow'd much mingPd and defiPd * 
With hurtful error, prejudice, and dreams ^ 

lUuiive '. 
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^ lUufivc, of philofophy, fo callMy 
But falfcly. Sages after fages ftrove 
In vain, to filter off a chryftal draught 
Puwrifrom the Ices, which often more enhanced 
The thirft than flak'd it, and not feldom bred 
Intoxication and deh'rium wild. 
In vain they pufliM enquiry to the birth 
And fpring-time of the world,* aik'd, whence is man ? 
Why- formed at all? And wherefore as he is ? 
Where mud he find his Maker ? With what rites 
Adore him ? Will he hear, accept, and blcfs ? 
Or does he fit regardlefs of his works ? 

» Has man within him an immortal feed ? 
Or does thetomb take all? If he«^furvive 

. His afheS) where ? and in what weal or woe ? 

^ Knots worthy of folution, which alone 
A Deity could folve. Their anfwers "vague. 
And all at random, fabulous and dark, 
Left them as dark themfelves. Their rules of life,- 
Defective and unfanftion'd, prov'd too weak 
To bind the roving appetite, and lead 
Blind nature t& a God -not yet reveaPd. 
'Tis Revelation fatisfics SU doubts, 
Explains all myfteries, except her own, 
And ff> illuminates the path of life, 
That fools difcover it, and ftray no more. 

" Now tell me, dignified and fapient fir. 
My man of morals, nurtured in the (hades 

* Pf Aca4(emu8, is this falfe or true ? 

. I«.*Chrifl the abler teacher, or the fchools ? 

:if 
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If Chrifty ihcn why rcibrt ait of^iy tutu 

To Athens or to RonCf £ar wildoin fiiort 

Of man's occafions, when m bim rcfide 

Crrace, knowledge^ comficnt, an unfathom'd ftore? 

How oft when Paul has £erv!d us .with a text» 

HasEpiactus, Plato, Tuily ptcach'd I 

Men that, if bow alivc^ would iit coBtent 

And humhk learners .<»f a Saviour's wcffth, 

f reach it who^&ight. Such was their love of tni^ 

Their thirft «f J(aowledge» and their candour loa« 

And thus it h» The pafior^ either vaki 
By nature, or by fiatt'ry made fo, taught 
To ga«e at his own ^leini!br» and t' exalt 
Abfurdly, not his office, hut h»n»felf ; 
Or unenlighten'd, and too proud to learn i 
Or VICIOUS, and not therefore apt to teach# 
Perverting often by the ftrefs of lewd 
And loofe examine, whom he Hiotild inftruft» 
£xpofes and holds up to broad ^fgrace 
The noblefl fun^ion, and difcredits much 
The brightcft truths that man has ever fcen. 
For ghoftly counfel, if it^cither fall 
'Below the exigence, or he not back'd 
With (how of love, at leaft with hope&d proof 
Of fomc fincerity on the givcr*s jmrt ; 
Or be di/honor'd in th* exterior form 
And mode -of its conveyance, by fuch tricks 
As move derifion, or by foppifh airs 
-And hiilfiofiic.mumm'ry, that letdown 

The 
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The pulpit to*the level of the ftagc, 
- Drops from the lips a difregarded thing. 

The weak4)erhapa are mov'd,' but are not taught^ 
*' While prejudice in men-of Wronger minds 

Takes deeper root* confirinM by what. they fee. 
V A relaxation of religion's hold 
r Upon the roving and untutored heart 
: Soon follows^ and the curb of confcience ibtpti 

The laity run wild. — But do they- now ? 
'Z Note their extravagaocey^ and be co«vino?d« 

As nations ignovant of God* .contrive ' * 

A wpoden oney^fe-we, no longer taught 
:-]^y monitors that mother church (applies^ 
' Now make «our own. Poftcrity will aik 
^ (If e'er* pofterity fee verfe of mine) 
: Some fifty or an> hundred laftrams'hence^ 
' What was a menitor^n George's days ^ 

My very gentle reader, yet unborn, 
' Of whom L needs muft augur better things, • 

,. Since heav'n would fure grow weary p£ a wotld 
. Produ&ive only of a race like us, 
. A monitor is wood. Blank fhaven than. 

We wear it at our backs. There -dofely brac'i 
. And neatly fitted, it comprelTes hard 
' Thor prominent and moft'unfightly bones. 

And binds the ihouldcrs flat. We prove its ufc 
' Sovereign and mod effedual to fecure 

A form, not now gymnallic as of yore, 
i From rickets and.diftortion, el(e^ our Ipt, 
. . .H - But 
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But thus admonifh^d wc can wdk ere£^i 

One proof at lead of manhood; while the friead 

Stickt dofe, a Mentor worthy- of his charge^ 

Our habits ooftlier than LucuUus wore> 

And by caprice as multiplied as hisy 

Jttft pleafe us while the faihion is at full. 

But change withev'ry moon« The fycophaot 

That waitftto drefsus, arbitrates their date. 

Surveys his fair reverfion with keen eye ; 

Finds one ill mftde, another obfolete. 

This fits not nicely, that is ill conceivM, 

And making prise of all that he cond^mnSf 

With our expenditure defrays bis own. 

Variety's the very fpicc of life 

That gives it all its flavor. We faave run 

Thrpugh ev'ry change that fancy, at the loont 

£zhaufted» hat had genius to ftipply, 

And ftudious of mutation ft'ill^ difcard 

A real elegance, a little ns'd 

For monftrous novelty and ftrange difguife* 

We facrifice to drefs, till houfhold joys 

And comforts ceafe« ;Dref8 drains our cellar dr^ ^ 

And keeps our larder lean. Bnts out our fires , 

And introduces hunger, iroft, and woe. 

Where peace and hofpitaUty might ^eign. 

What man that liver, and that knows bow to live^ * 

Would fail V exhibit at the public (hows 

A form as fplendid as the proudeft there, 

Though appetite raife outcries at the coiV ? 

A man o* th'town dines late, but fooa rnough 

'With 
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With reafonable fortcaft and difpatch, 
T' infare a iide-box ftation at half price. 
You think perhaps, fo delicate hit drefs. 
His daily fare as drficate. Alas ! 
He picks clean tccth» and bufy as he feems 
With an old tavern quill, h hungry yet. 
The rout is folly's circle which ihc draws 
With magic wand. So potent is the fpell. 
That none decoyM into that fatal ring, 
Unlefs by heav'ds peculiar grace, efcape. 
There we grow early grey, but never wife. 
There form connexions, and acquire no friend.' ^ • 
Solicit pleafure hopelefs of fuccefs ; . 
Waft^ youth in occupations only fit 
For fecond childhood, and devote old age 
To fports which only childhood could excufe* . 
There they are happicd who diflemble bed 
Their wearinefs^; and they the moft polite 
Who fquander time and treafure with a fmile 
Though at their own deftrudion. She that aiks 
Her dear five hundred friends, contemns them all 
And hates their coming. They, what Can they lefa^ 
Make juft reprifals, and with, cringe and (hrug. 
And bow obfequious, hide their hate of her. 
' All catch the frenzy, downward from hec Grace 
Whofe flambeaux flalh againft the morning ikiesy 
And gild our chamber cidiags as they pafs. 
To her who frugal only that her thrift 
May feed excefles (he can ill afford, 
li hackney'd home unlacqueyM. Who in hafte 

j^2 Alighting, 
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Alighting, turns the kty in* her own door. 

And at the watchman's lantern borrowing lights .. 

Finds a cold i)ed lier only coonfort left. 

Wives beggar hufbands, hulbands ftarve their wives^ , 

On fortime's Yeltet altar off 'ring up . 

Their laft poor pittance^ Fortune mot fevcre ..,, 

Of goddefles yet known,, and coftlier far 

Than all thathild their routs in heathen heav^n.?-^ . 

So fare we in this ^prifon-houfe the world. 

And 'tis a fearful fpedlacle to fee 

So many maniacs dancing in their chains. 

They gaze upon the links that hold them fall" 

With eyes of anguifh, execrate their lot, 

Then fhake them ia defpair^ and dance. again*. ^ 

Now baflcet up the family o£ plagues 
That wafte our vitals. Peculation, falc 
Of honor, perjury, corruption, frauds . 
By forgery, by fubterfugc of law. 
By tricks and lies as num'rous and as. keen- , 
As the ncceflities- their authors feel 5 
Then caft them clofely bundi'd, ev'ry brat : 
At the right dooi:, Profufion is its fire, 
Profufion unreftrain'd, with all that's bafc 
In charafter, has litter'd all the land. 
And bred within the mem'ry of no few„. 
A priefthood fuch as Baal'^s was of old, 
A people fuch as never was 'till now. 
It is a hungry vice :— it cats up all 
That gives focicty its beauty, ftreugth, 

Convenience, 



The T-ime^Piec^. 5^. 

Cnnrmence, and fecurity» and ufe. 
Makes men mere ▼ermin, worthy to be trappM : 
And gibbetted as fad as catchpole claws. . 
Can feize the illpp'ry prey. Unices the knot . 
Of union* and converts the facred band 
Thatvholds. niankind together, to aXcourge^ . 
Proftilion deluging a ftate with lufts ^ 
Of grofleft nature, and of worft effeds» \ 
Prepares it for its ruin'. . Hardens, blinds, . 
And warps the conTciences of -public men. 
Till they caiKlaugh at virtue ; mock the fools . 
That truft them ; and in th' end, difclofe a faca : 
That vould have ^ock'd credulity herfelf 
Unmaflc'd, vouchsafing this their fole excufe^-, 
Since all alike .are felfifh — why not they ? 
This does Profuiion, and th' accurfed caufe ^ 
Of. fucb.deep.mifchief, has itfelf a oaofe^ , 

In colleges and haKsV in ancient d^ys, .. 
When learning, virtue, piety, and truth . 
Wcr^precious, and inculcated with care, . 
There dwelt a fage call'd Difclpline. His head ' 
Not yet by time completely lilvcr'd o'er, 
BefpoJ^e him paft the bounds of freakiih youth^ , 
But llrbng for fervipe fliill, and unimpaired. 
His eye was meek' and gentle, and a fimilc 
Play.M on his lips, and in his fpecch was heard . 
Paternal fweetnefs, dignity and lo^e. . 
The occupation deareft to his heart 
Was to encourage goodncfs." . He would ftroke . 
The bead of modeft and ingenious worths 

That 
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That blufli'd at its own praifc, and prrfs the yonth 
Clofe to his fide that pleasM him. Learning grew 
Beneath his care, a thriving vigorous plant ; 
The mind was well informed, the paffions "held 
Subordinate, and diligence was choice. 
If e'er ft chanc'd, as fometimes chance it muftV 
That one among fo many overleaped 
The limits of controui; his gentle eye 
Grew ftcm, and darted a fevere rebuke; : 
His frown was full of terror, and his voice 
Shook the delinquent with fiich fits of awe- 
As left him not, till penitence had won 
toft favour back again, and clos'd the breach.« 
But difcipline, a faithful fcrvant long, 
Declined at length into the vale of years ; 
A palfy ilruck his arm, his fpai'kling eye 
Was quench'd in rheums of age, his voice unftniDg^ 
Grew tremulous, and mov'd dcrifion more 
Than rev'rence, in pervcrfe rebellious youth. 
So colleges and hdlls negle£led much 
Their good old friend, and Difcipline at length-- 
O'erlook'd and unemployed, fell fick and dy'd. 
Then ftudy languifhM, emulation flept. 
And virtue fled. The fchools became a fcenc 
Of folemn farce, where ignorance in ililtSj 
His cap well lin'd with logic not his own,^ 
With parrot tongue performed the fcholar's part, > 
Proceeding foon a graduated dunce. 
Then colnpromife had place, and fcrutiny 
Became ftone- blind, precedence went in truck, , 
And he -was competent whofe purfe wa^-fo. 

A dif.. 
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A diflblutfOQ of all bonds eofu-'d^ 
The curtu) invented for the miilelfli mouth 
Of headdrong youth were broken ; bar* and boltt 
Grew ru(ly by difufe» and mafly gates 
Forgot thetr office, op'ning with a touch ; 
'Till gowns at length are found mere mafquerade ; 
The tafiell^d cap, and the fpruce band a jeft, • 
A mockery of the world. What need of theCe 
For gamefte^t jockies, brothellers impure. 
Spendthrifts juid booted fportfmcn, oft'ner fees 
With belted waift and pointers at their heels. 
Than in the bounds of duty ?• what was learn'd> 
If aught was learn'd in childhood, is forgot, 
. And fuch expence as pinches parents blue. 
And mortifies theiibVal hand of love, 
Is fquander'd in purfuit.of idle fports 

. And vicioua pleafurcs. Buys the bey a- mimc» 
That fits a ftigma oahis father's houfe. 
And clearer through^ life iafeparably dofe 
To him that wears*it. -What can after-games. 
Of riper joys, and commerce with the world. 
The lewd vain world that muft receive him fooOf 

. Add to-fuch erudition thus acquired, 

' Where fcience and' where virtue are profcfs'd ? 
They may confirm his habits, rivet fad 

; His folly, but to fpoil him is a taflc 

' That bids defiance to th' united pow'rs 

' Of fa(hton, dilfipation, taverns, dews, 

. Now, blame we mod the nurfeliugs or the'iiurfe ? 
The children crook'd, and twifted and deform'd 
Through want of care, or her whofe wiakipg eye • 

AM 
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c And flumb'ring ofcitancy marrs the br«K)d ? 
The Jiurfcy "no doubt* Regardlefs of her charge,. 

- She needs herlelf c«rreftion. ' Needs to learn 
That It is dang'rous fporting with the worlds 
With things fo facred as a nation's truft. 
The nurture-of her youth, her.4eaEeft pledge. 

All arc not fnch. ■' I had a bfother once— 
": Peace to the memory of a man of worth, 
A man of letters, and of manners too-— 
Of manners fwect as virtue always wears. 
When* gay good -nature di^eiTes her in fmiles. 
V He gracM a cbllege * in which order yet 
Was facred^^ and was honored, lovM and wept 
By more than one, themfelves confpicuous there. 
• Some minds are temperM happily, and mixt 
'With fifch ingredients of good fenfe and tafte 
'-Of what is excellent in man, they thirft 
With fuch a zeal to be what they approve, 
Tbat no reftraints can circumfcribe them more. 
Than they themfelves by choice, for wifdom** false« 
. Nor* can example hurt them. ''What they fee 
^ Of vice in others but enhancing more 

The charms of virtue in their juft efteem, 
.' If fuch efcape contagion, and emerge 
i Pure, from fo foul a pobl,'to (hine abroad. 

And give the world their talents and themfelvct, 
c Small, thanks to thofe whofe negligence or (loth 
^ Exposed their inexperience to the fnare, 
. And left them to an uridire Aed choice. 

• &e 

* Bcnnct ColL Cawkridge. 
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See then ! the quiver brokeo and dcctyM 
In which are kept our arrowi. Rufting there 
In wild difofder» and unfit for ufet 
What wpnder if Jifcharg'd into the world* 
They (hame their {hooters with a random flight. 
Their points obtufet and feathers drunk with wipe^ 
Vrdl may the church wage ui^uccefsful war 
With fodi axtiU'ry arm'd. Vice parries wide 
Th' undreided Tblley with a fword of ibaw, 
And'ftands an impudent and fearlefs mark. 

Have we not trackM* the fdon liomei and found 
Hh birth-place and his dam ? the country mourns, 
Meurnsy becaufe eVry plague diat can infeft 
Society, and that faps and- worms the bafe 
Of th' edifice that policy has rais'd» 
Swarms in all quarters ; meets the eye, the eao 
And fu£Focates the breath at ov'ry turn. 
•Rrofufion breeds- them. And the caufe itfelf 
Of that calamitous mifchiff has been found. 
Found too where moft offenfive, in the fkirts 
Of the rob'd paedagoguc. Elfe, let the arraign'd 
Stand up unconfcious, and refute the charge. 
So when the Jewifh Leader ftretch'd his arm 
And sav'd his rod divine, a race obfcene 
Spawn'd in the muddy beds of Nile, came forth 
Polluting iSgypt* Gardens, fields, and plains 
Were cover'd with tfae.peft. The ftreets were fill'di 
The croaking nuifance luck'd in ev'ry nook, 
.^Kor palaces, .nor even chambers 'fcap'd, 
jAnd the land ftank» fo^num'rou8 was the fry. 

I ARGU. 
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S^lfncolk£H9» and n^roa^^^jlddnfj to domeflie hit^ 
pintfsff-^'Seneacuim^offm^Jelf/'^Tbe vamiy tfmatiy 
of their furfuits ndio art r^uitd -mnfe^'^jupijl' 
cation rf n^ catfkrts.'^^Dimne iUumnation necof^ 
fary to the moft expert philofipher. — The que/Hon^ 
What it tmthf eu^mtmiiy^aerlneftkns^-^Do' 
wefik happimfs aidreffed again. — Fe^ loners of the 
country.'^Mf imme hare^^-Qccoipatimt of a rHired 
gentMonau in hb gnrden.'^^PrMnit^^^^Franttng.^^' 
Greenhoufe^'^Somng of fibnner feeds ^Tbe countty 
preferahU to the iovan even on the ^udnter^'^'Roa/bne 
whjf it is dtfiarted tU Aatfie^on^m^RMsmus offers of 
ganmg^ and;aftxpeafite impronenunt.^^BodL'SV^ 
eludes mi^.as^ ap^ropki 4$ tbo metropolis* 
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S one who ldfi({ in tldcketr Mid m bnkes • 
Entangled, winds now thk wsy, and a«w iSMt, 
His devious courfe uncertiirr, feddng^ homei 
Or having long in miry ways been (oiVd 
And fore difcomiited» from fiough to flougk 
Plungingy and half dcfpairing of e fcape. 
If chance, at length he find a green-fwtrd finoock 
A«d faithful to the foot, ki»fpirita rifet 
He chirrups briflc his ear-cre^ng ftecd. 
And whids his way with ^Ajhre and witk ea& $ , 
Sb It deligning other th^fties^ and ealt'd 
T' adorn the Sofa with elogium due. 
To tell its flumbecs^ and to paint' itadireamfi , 
' I -2 . Hate 
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Have immU'd wide. In cauntry^ city» tttt 
Of academic fame (howe'er deferv'd) 
JLong heldy and fcarcely difengag'd at laft. 
But now with pleafant pace» a cleanlier road. 
I medii t6 tread. 1 feel myfelf at large, 
Courageousy and refrefh'd for future toil. 
If toil await mCf or if dangers new. 

Since pulpits (ail* and founding-boards refle£l 
Moft part a;^ empty ineffedua) foiind» 
What chance that I, to fame fo little known. 
Nor converfant with men or manners, much. 
Should fpeak to purpofe, or with better hope 
Crack the iatyric thong ? 'twere wifcr &r 
For me enamoured of fequefier'd fceaes, 
And charmed with rural' beauty, to repofe^ 
Where chance may ^hrow me, beneath elm or vine. 
My languid Hmbs when fummer fears the plains. 
Or when rough winter rages^ on the foft 
And (hdter'd Sofa, while the nitrous air 
Feeds a blue flame and makes a chearful hearth ^ 
There undifturb'd by folly, and apprized 
How great the danger of difturbing her^ 
To mufe in filence, or at leaft. confine 
Remariy^ithat gall fo many, to the few 
My partners in retreat. Pi%uft conceaPd 
Is oft-times proof of wj£iom, when, the faultr 



wj£di 
hlfo 



Is obftinate, and cure beyond our reach* 

Domeflic happincfs, thou only bli/s 
Of Paradife that has furvlv*d the M ! 



*Zhough 
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Though few now tafte thee iinimpatr'd and pnre^ ' 
Or taftingy long enjoy thee, too infirm 
Or too incauttons to pr e f er y e tfaj fweedi 
Unnuxt whSa drapt of Wtter* iHiidi ntf^ioBt* 
Or temper iheda into thy chryftalrcup. . 
Thou art the nutfe of yirtue. In thine arm»^^< 
She fmilesy appearing, as in truth^ fhe is, 
Heav'n bom and deftin'd tO'the (kies again. 
Thou art not known where pleafure is adored,' 
That reeling godde&/ with the zonelefs waift, 
And wand'ring eyes, ftill leaning on the arm 
Of novelty, her fickle frail fupport ; 
For thou art meek and conftant^ hating change^ . 
And finding in the calm of truth- tied love, 
Joys that her ftormy raptures never yield. 
F^rviakii^ thee, what fhipwreck have we made 
Of honor, dignity, and fair renown, 
'Till proftitution elboWs us afide 
I In all our crowded ftreets, and fenates feem 
Convener fov purpofes of empire lefs, 
Than to releafetk' adultrefs from her bond. 
Th' adultrefs ) what a theme for angry Verfe, 
What provocation to th* indignant heart 
That feels for injured love ! but I difdain ' 
The naufeous taJk to painther as (he is, * ■ ' 
Cruel, abandoned, glorying in herfhame* 
No. Let lier pals, and chariotted along 
In guilty fplendor, (hake the public ways; 
The frequency of crimes has waOi'd them white.: 
And verfe of mine ihaH neimr brand the wretch-, 

Whom 
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Wfiom matTOm now of (drafter unfmirc&'j 
And chafte them&lfes^ are not alham^i to own.- 
Virtue and ▼ice kad boimd'ries in old time 
Not to be pa&'dv And ^e that had renooac'il'^. 
Her fex's honor, wzs renounced her&lf 
By all that prized it ; not for prad'ry's bktp . 
But dignity^ refentfiil of th% wrong. 
*Twa8 hand perhaps o& liere and thete a wacf 
Deiiroutf te^ return, and^ n«t reeetv'd^ 
But wa» aft wholeCbme vigor in the main. 
And taught th^ uiihlenit^*d ta -poefeinre with care- 
That pttrity, whole lofe- was loft of all. 
Men t<>o were nice in- h^nor in thefe day% 
And judgM offiendera wdL And he that fltarp^dy* 
And pocketted^apri2se« by fraud ohtsnn'd^ 
Was qaarL*d andr'fimnn'd a6 odiott8# HethatfolA 
His country, or was c Hack when flic Fequtr'd - 
His ev'ry nenre in adion^ and at ftretch^ 
Paid with the' blood that he had bafidy ^ar'd^ 
The price of his defa«h. But now» yes^ itow^ . 
We are becoofe fo candid and fo fw. 
So liberal in conilrudltion^ and^fo noh 
In Chriftiaa charityv a good-hatuv'd 9gt ! 
That they ave fafe, finnerfr of either £>% 
Tran%rer8 what laws theynaay^ Welldref8'd>weU^rel^% 
Well equipstg'd, i» ticket good enough 
To pafs us readily through ev'ry door. 
Hypocrify, deleft hec as we may, 
, (And no man's hatred evcr'wrong'd her yet) • 
May cklm thi».nicnt lliU, iUxvH Bxt admits. 

The . 
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The worlli of #iat ftc ihtmic» with Aioli ciiCb 
. And t^iis gitCB virtue indired ^iphufe | 
But (he hat burnt her nnflCf not seeded beret 
Wheit vke has (boh JiarnvKCf that her ihifit 
And fpedovtiembhrnoethaira 1#& d^ir ufisb 

I was a ftrickendeer that lift the herd 
' Long fince ; with many an amw deq> iofixt 
My pantii^g fide wat'^harg^d wAkm I witSklfcw 
.To feek a. tranquil death in dcAant ihadea. 
' There was I found hy one wli» had himiiBlf 
Been hurt hy th^vnchen* la his fide he hove 
And in his himds and feet the cruel fears* 
' With gentle^force HsUciting the daita 
"•' He drew them forth) and heaFd and hade me li«* 
-" Since then^ with few affocmtes, tn rennte 
.'"And fiknt woods I wander» hr firom thofe 
'^^My former partners of the peopl'4 fcene. 
With few aflociateSy and not wifhing aore. 
' Here mudi' I rinniMitey ' as much I 'may» 
t-With other views of men and maxuters now 
Than oncev and «thers^<^ a life to come* 
- % fee that all are wand'rers, gone^aftray 
£ach in his «wn deluiions ; they are loft 
In chace of fancyM hap^e(s» ftiil woo'd 
And nevcp w«i« Dream after dream enfues^ 
rAnd ftill they <)ream that they fhall ftill fueceedf 
And ftill are difappbinted ; ' rings the worid 
With die Tain ftir. I fum np hdf mankindt 
And add two-ihirds of tha rem»ader faaify 

Aid 
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And find the totad t>f their - hopes f«nd fcacs 
:I>ream«, empty dreams. ThemilUonfiit as gaf 
As if created only like the fly 
That fpreads his motley inrings in th' eye of noon . 
To fport their feafon, and be feen no more. 

' The reft are fober dreamers* grare and wife» 
And pregnant with difcoy'riea • new ahd^iarp. 
Some write a narrative .of wars andxfeats 
Of heroes little kcownycaad call the rant. 
An hiftory. Defcribe the man, of whom . 
His own4qoaByal8 took butiittkaote) 
And ^iBt his perfon* chara/fter jsnd yiewSf 
As they had known him from his. mother^iwWomb« 
They difentangle from the puzzled ikeia 
In wJii«h obfeurity has wrappM them upt 
The threads of politic aad (hrewd defign 
That ran through all his^purpofesi and chaise 
His mind with meanings that he never hadf 
Or having) kept cbnc^al'd. Some drill and boce 
The folid earth, and from the firata there 

<£xtra& a» regiftery by which we leara 
That he who made it and reveaPd its ds^te •* 

To MofeSy was miftaken in its age. 
Some more acute and more induilr'ous ftill 
Contrive Creation. Travel nature up 
To the (harp peak of her fublimeft height. 
And tell us whence the ftars. Why fome are fot 
And planetary fome. What gave them firH 
Rotation, ftom what fountain flow*d their light* 

..Gcpat conteft CoHowSji ^and much levncd duft 

Iiwolfet 
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Involrefl the combatants, each claiming truth* * 

. And truth difclaiming both. And thus thcyXpend 
The little ' wick of life's poor (hallow lamp. 
In playing tricks with nature, giving laws 
To diftant world's, and trifling in thcirowa* 
Is't not a pity now that tickling rheums 

" Should erer teaze the lungs, and blear the fight 

' Of oracles like thefe ? Great pity too, 
That having wielded th* elements, and built 
A thoufand fyftcms, each-in his own way, 

' They (hould go out in fume, and be forgot? 
Ah ! what is life thus fpent? and what are they, 

' But frantic who thus fpend it ?• all for fmoke-— 

■ Eternity for bubbles, proves at laft '. . 
A fenfelefe bargain. ' When I fee fuch games 

• Play'd by^th^ creatures of a Pow'r who fwears. 
That he will judge' the earth, and caU the fool 
To a fliapp reckoning that has HvM in vain, • 

. And when I weigh this feeming wifdojn^ wcU, 
And prove it in th* infallible rcfult 
So hollow and fo falfe— I feel .my. heart 
Diffolve in pity, and account the leam'd 
If this, be learning, raoll of all deceived. 
Great crimes alarm the confcience, but fhe'flcep* 
While thoughtful man is plauilbly amus'd. 
Defend me therefore^ common fenfe, fay I, . 
From reveries fo airy, from the toil 
Of dropping buckets into empty wells^ 

^ And growing old in drawing nothiiig u|* ! 

K ^Twcre 
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'Twere well, fiiys one lage eruditCi pr^yfouad^ 
Torriblj arch'd and aquiline his hofe» 
And oTerbuilt with mod impending bro^jg, 
•Twere well ^ould you permit the world to ]vrc 
As the world pleafes. What Y the world to ytnt? 
Much. I was born of womani and drew4mlk 
A 8 fweet as charity from human breafts. 
I thinki articulatCy> I laugh and weep. 
And exercife all fun£^ions*of a man. 
How then fhot^ I, and any man thslt lifesv^ 
Be ftnmgers to each other ? pierce my vein. 
Take of the crimfon ftream fneandring there^ 
Andcatechife itwttU. Apply your glafs. 
Search it» and prove now if it be not blood 
Congenial with thine own. And; if it be» 
What edge of fubtlety canft thou fuppofe 
Keen enough, wi& and ikilful as thou, art* 
To cut the link of brotherhood, by which 
One common Maker bound me to the kind. 
True 5 I am. no proficient, I cortfefs. 
In arts like yours. I cannot dall the fwift 
And perilous lightmngg from the angry clouds. 
And bid them hide themfelves in th' e^rth beneath^ 
I cannot ailalyfe the air, nor catch 
The parallax of yoader luminous point. 
That feems half quenched in tKe immenfe abyfs ; 
Such powers I boaft not— neither can I reft 
A filent witnefs of the headlong rage. 
Or heedlefs folly by which thoufands die. 
Bone of my bone, and^kiiidrcd fouls to mine. 

God 



1 
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God sever meaat that man ihould fcale the hea?'iii 
By flrides of human wifdom* In bis works» 
Though wond^roue, he commands us in his word 
To feek htm rather, where his mercy (hines. 
The mind indeed, enlij;htenM from above. 
Views him ia all. Afcribes to the grand cau(e^ 
The grand effe^. Acknowledges with joy 
His manner, and with rapture taftes his Ilile. 
But never yet did philofophic tube 
That brings the planets home into the eye 
Of obfervation, and difcovers, elfi 
Not vilible, his family of worlds^ . 
Difcover him that rules them ; fuck a ve3 
Hangs *ver mortal eyes, blind from the birtK^' < 
And dark in things divine. Full often too 
Our wayward intellc£^, the more we learn / 
Of nature, overlooks her author more. 
From inilrumental caufes proud to draw 
Concluiions retrograde^ and mad miftake* . 
But if his word once teach us, (hoot a ray 
Through alt the heart's dark chambers, an4 reveals- 
Truths undifcernM, but by that holy light. 
Then all is plain. Philofophy baptiz'd 
In the pure fountain of eternal Ibve» 
Has eyes indeed ; and viewing all (he fees 
As meant to indics^e a God to man, 
Give$ i^ his praife, and forfeits not her own* . 
Learj^ig has borne •fuch fruit in other days 
On SBl her branches. Piety has found 
Eriedk in the friends of fqience, and true ffay'r ^ 
ff K*a. Has 
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Haa flowM from lips tret- with Caftdian dewt* 
Such was thy -wifdom, Newtcrn^ childlike iage ! ^ 
' Sagacious reader of the works 'of Gody 
And in his word fagacious. Such too thine,^ 
Milton, whofe genius had angelic wings. 
And fed- on manna. And fuch thine, in whom. . 
Our Britifh Themis glory'd with juft caufe, 
Immortal Hale 1 for deep difcemment prais'd ^ 
And found integrity not more, thsa fam'd . 
For fandtity oL manners undeiil'd. 

All flefh is grais, and all its glory^ fades 
Like the fair^ fiewV diihevell'd in th«: wind ; . 
Riches, have wings, and gnndcuv la a dream ^;^ 
The man we-cekbtate muft find a ttomb^ . 
And we that worfiiip him^ ignoble graves. 
Nothing ip proof againit the gen-ral curie . 
Of Tanity, that feiaes all below* 
The only amaranthine fiowV on earth 
Is virtue, th' only lading treafure, truth*. 
But mhat is truth i 'twas Pilate's queAion put- . 
To truth itfdf, that deign'd him no reply.. 
And wherefore h will not God impart his Ught::. 
Te them that a(k it ? — Freely— -'tis his joy, , 
His glory, and his nature to impart. 
But to the proud, uncandid^ .iniiiy:erey , 
Or negligent enquirer, not a fpark. 
What's that which bqngs contempt upon a M^i^^ . 
And him that writes it, though the ilile be ntM» 
The method clear^ and argument. exa& ^ . i . 

what: 
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That makes a mmifter in holy things 
The joy of manyi and the dread of more^' 
His name a theme for pralie and for reproach ?«— - 
That while.it gives us worth in Ood's accountf 
Depreciates and undoes us in our t>wn ? 
What pearl is it that rich men cannot buy. 
That learning is too proud to gather up» 
But which the poor and the defpis'd of aU 
Seek. and obtain , and often find unfought ? 
Tell me, and I will tell ihee, what is truths 

Oh fi-iendly to the beft purfuits of man, . 
Friendly, to thought, to virtue, and to peicc, 
Domeftic life in rural leifure pafs'd ! 
Few know thy valne, and few tafte thy fleets, > 
Though many boa& thy favours, andjiffed ^ 

To underiland and cbufe tl^ee for their own. 
But fooliih man foregoes his proper blift 
Bv'n as his firit progenitor, and quits, 
Though pkc!d in paradife, (for earth has ftil 
Some traces^ of her youthful beauty left) 
Subilantial happinejfs for tranfient joy. 
Scenes form'd for contemplation, and to nurfe 
The growing feeds, of wifdom ; that-^fuggeft ' 
By evVy pleafing image they prefent 
Reflections, fuch as meliorate the heart, 
Gompgfi^he paiiioils, and exalt the mind/^ 
Scenes' urcn as thefe, 'tis his fuprcme delight' 
To filr.with riot and defile with blood. 

Should fomfi. contagion kind to the poor brutes 

Wc 
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We perfccute, annihilate the tribes, 

That draw the fportfman over hill and dak • 

Fearlefsy and rapt away from all his cares ; 

Should never game-fowl *hatch her eggs again. 

Nor baited hook deceive the fifties eye ; 

Could pageantry and dance, and feaft and fong. 

Be quelPd in all our fummer-month retreats ; 

How many felf«deluded nyniphs and fwains. 

Who dream tbey have a tafte for fidds and gr{rK9f'^ 

Would find them hideous nuni'ries of the fplecn. 

And crowd the roads, impatient for this town ! 

They love the country, and none elfej'^who feek 

For their own 'fake hi fiknc« and its fhade. 

DeligKtfl^ which who would leave, that has a heart- 

Sufceptil^ of phy, or a mind ^ 

Cultured, and capable oPfober thouglit^ 

For all tbe.favage din o^ the fwift%»adk. 

And clamours of thefidd? detefted fport. 

That owes its pleafuves to another^s pain. 

That feeds upon the fobs an4 dying flirieka ^ 

Of harmkfs nature, diimb, but yet endtt'd 

With eloquence that agonies infpircy 

Of filent tears and heart-diiiending fighs ! 

Vain tears, alas ! and fighs that never £nd ' 

A correfponding tone in jo<vial fouk. 

Well — one at leaft is &&,. One flieher'd hare 

Has never beard the fanguinary yell ^ 

Of cruel man, exulting in ber woes. 

Innocent partner of my peaceful home, 

Whom-4ea long years cxpcrieacc of my care 
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Has made at laft familiar, (he has loft 
' Much of her vigilant inftlndive drcad» 
Not needful here, beneath a roof like miqe* 
Yes — thou mayft eat thy bread» and lick the hadd 
That feeds thtt i tboft may'ft frolic on the flocMr 
At evening,' and at night retire iecure 
To thy ftraw*oouch, and Humber unalann'd* 
For I have gained, thy confidence, have ^ed^d 
All that is human in.me, to prote6i 
Thioe unf^^eding gratitude and love* 
i If Ifurvive thee, I vriH dig thy grave. 
And when^ I place thjse in i^, (ighln|^.fayf 
. I knew at leaft one bare that hhd a friend. 

How various his emfiloymentstv whom the world 
• Calls idle, and who jutUy in return, 
. £ deems that bufy world an idler too ! 
Friends, boolgs, a garden^ and perhaps his pen, 
Delightful^induftry enjoy*d at home» 
. And nature, in her cultivated trim, 
Drefs'd to his tafte, inviting him abroad-— 
Can he want occupation who has thefe ? 
Will he be idle who has-mucfa- t' enjoy I 
Me therefore, ftudious of laboribus eafe. 
Not flothful ; happy to deceive the tim^. 
Not wafte it $ and aware that human life 
Is but a loan to be repaid with ufe. 
When he fhall call his debtors to account, 
'From whom are all our hlcffings, bus'nefs finds 
:^£v'n here. While Cedblous I ieek t' iiupra\;e> 
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At leaft ncgleft not, or leave uitemployM 

The mind be gave me ; driving 1t» though flaclci 

Too oft^'^and much impeded in its : work. 

By caufes not to be divulged Jn vain. 

To its juft point the fervice-of mai^nd. 

He that attends to his interior felfy 

That has a heart and keeps it : hat a mind 

That' hungers and fupplies rt; and yiiho feeks 

A focial, not a diflipated'' lilby 

Has bufincfs. ^eels htmfclf ^ngag'd t* atcbievc 

No unimportant, though afilent tailc* 

A life all turbuknce and noife, may feem 

To him that leads it, wife and to he praised ; 

But wifdom is a pearl, with moft fuccefs 

Sought in flill water, and beneath dear flcies; ^ 

He that is ever occupy'd in ftorms. 

Or dives not for it, or brings-' up inilead, 

Vainly induilrious, -a difgraceful prize. 

The morning finds'the felf«»fcquefter'd man 
Frefh for -his ttifk, intend what taik he may. 
Whether inclemnent feafons recommend 
His warm but' lintfple home, where he enjoys^ 
With her who ihares his- pleafures and his heartf 
Sweet converfe, lipping calm the fragrant lympb> 
Which neatly' (he prepares ; then to his book 

^'WcU chofen, and not fullenly perus'd 
Itt felfifh filence, but imparted oft. 
As aiight occurs, that (he may fmile to hear, 

>^r turn to. nouriAment, digefted welL 

Gr 
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*^Or if the garden with -itr many carest 
AH w«n repay'dy demand him, he attends 
The welcome call, confcious how much the hand 
Of hibbard labor needf. his watchful eyCf 
Oft loit'riflg. lazily, if. not acrfeen, 

'Or misapplying, his unikilful ftrength. 

•. Nor does he govern onl^, or dire£i» 
But much performs himfelf. No works indeedj 
That aik robuft tough iinews bred to tosl^ 

"Servile employ — ^but fiich as jnay amufct 
Not tirj^ demanding rather fkill than force. 

'Proud of his well/preaci walls, he views his tixKS 
That meet (no barren interval between) 
With pleafure more than ev'n their fruits afibrd, 
Which, fave himfelf who trains themr none can feeL 
Thefe therefore are his own peculiar charge. 
No meaner vhand^may^ discipline the fhoots, 
None but bis iked approach them. -What.is w^ak, 
Diilemper'd, or bas4oft prolific pow'ra. 
Impaired by age, his unrelenting hand 
-Dooms to the knife. Nor does he Ipare the foft 
Arid fucculent, that feeds its giant growth, 

'^ut barren, at th* expence of .neighb'ripg twig3» 
Lefs oftentatious, and yet ftudded thick 
With hopeful gems. The rell, no portion left 
That may difgrace bis art, or difappoint 
Large expectation, be difpofes neat. 
At meafur'd didances, that air and fun^ 
IVdmitted freely, may afford their aid, 
And ventilate, and warm the f welling buds. 

•JL Hence 
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Hencc*^ fummcr'has her nclie«, autumn hence, 
And hence, er'n winter filla his mthcr*d hand, 
With blufhing fruits, and plenty, not his own. * 
Fair recompence of labour well beftow*d, 
And wife precaution, which a clime fo rude 
Makes needful fiiU, whofe fpring is but the child 
Of churllfh winter, in her fVoward moods, 
Difcov'ring much the temper of her fire. 
For oft, as if in her, the ftrcam of mild 
Maternal nature had revcrs'd its conrfe, 
8he brings her infants forth with many fmiles, 
But once delivcr'd, kills them with a frown. 
He therefore, timely warn'd, himfelf fupplles 
Her want of care, fcreening and keeping warm 
The plenteous bloom, that no rough b!a^ may fwcep 
His garlands from the boughs. Again, as oft 
As the fun peefw, and vernal airs breathe mild, 
llie fence withdrawn, he gfivea them ev*ry beam, 
And fpreads his hopes before the blaze of day. 

To raife the prickly and green-coated gourd. 
So grateful to the palate, and when rare, 
So coveted, elfe bafe and difefleem'd^ — 
Food for the vulgar merely— is an art. 
That toiling ages have but juft matur'd, 
And at this moment uneffay'd in fong. 
Yet gnats have had, and frogs and mice, long (iflCCi 
Their eulogy ; thofe fang the Mantuan bard, 

And 

* Mir at ur que novos fruihis et non fua pcma. Virg. 
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And thefe, the Grecian in eaaoUing ftr«iia»9 
And m thy BU*AbcrB« Phiflips» fhittes for ay 
Tlje folitary (hilling- Pardon then. 
Ye fage difpenfers of poetic fam€ ! 
Th' ambition of one meaner far, whofe pow'rt » 
Prefuming an attempt not fcfs fublime, 
Pant for the praife of dreffing to the tafle 
Of critic appetite* no fordid fare, 
A.cucumlwx, .while coftly yet and fcarce^ 

Tiie flabk yield*' a ftercomnous heap, - 

Impregnated wkh ^ick fermentifig iake, - 
And potent to rdili the freezing ilaiL 
For ere the boech and elm have caft their kaf, . 
Deciduous,. an4 when aow Kovember darfe, 
Chec^BB vegfetatkwi in the torpid plant, 
!Hlxpos'd to kh cold breath, the taik begins. • 
Warily ttercione, and with prudent heed, 
He feeks a favor'd fpot, that where be builds 
Th' agglomerated pfle, his frame may front 
The fuaVs meridian diik, sad at the back 
Enjoy clofe IhcHer, wall, or reeds, or hedge, 
Impervious to the wind, FirA he bids fpread , 
Dry fern or lilter'd hay, that may imbibe 
Th* afcending damps ; then leifurely impofc, > 
And lightly^ {baking it with agile Tiand 
T\rom the full fork, the faturated ftraw. 
What longeft binds the clofeft, forms fecure - 
The.Qiapdy fide, that as it rifes, takea . 
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By juft degrees, an oTefhangtog breadtb,- 

Shelt*nng the bafe with its projeAed eave»«^. - 

Th^ uplifted frame, compad at cr^ry joiBt* . 

And overlaid with dear tranflucent glafs^ 

He fettles next upon the flopping oiount, 

Whofe (harp declivity (Hoota oC fecure. 

From the dafliM pane, the delt^e as it falls«p^ 

He (huts it dofe, and the firft iabor ends. 

Thrice mitft the ^voluble and reftlcfs earth 

Spin round upon her axle, ere the warmth. 

Slow gratherlng in the midft^ through the fquaremafs-v 

Biffus'd, attain the ftti£ice. Whenbeholdl 

A peftilent and moft corro&ve Heam^^ 

Like.a grofs fog Besotian^ rifing faft^ 

And faft condens-d upon the dewy faih, . 

Afks egrefs; whkh obtain'di^ the overcharged > 

And drenched confervatoiy breathes abroad 

In volumes wheeling flow, the- vapor dank,. 

And purify'd/ rejoices to have loft ^ 

Its fo^l inhabitants But to afiuage^ 

Th' impatient fervbr- which it firft- conceives « 

Within-tts reeking bo£E>m, tbreat'ning death • 

To his young hopes$ requires difcrect deby. 

Experience, flow preceptrefs, teaching oft « 

The way to glory by mifcarriage foul. 

Mud prompt him, andadmonifh how to catch- 

Th' aufpicious moment, when the temper'd heat, . 

Friendly to vital motion, may afford 

Soft fermeiUation, and invite the feed* 

The feed frkded wifely^ plump and fmcoth, . 

Andf 
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And gioBjf he committ to poU of ike 

Dinvnutive, weU^'d» with well-prepar'd 

And fruitful foil» that hat beea treafurM long. 

And drunk no moifture from the drippin^r cloudi. 

Thefe, on the warm and genial earth that hides 

The fmoking manure, and oVrfpreadd irdil; 

He places lightly, and.^as time fuhdiies 

The rage of fermentation, plunges deep 

In the foft medium, 'till they Ifand tmmersM J 

Then rife the tender germs upftarcing quick. 

And fpreading wide their- fpongy lobes, at firfr' 

Fdle, wan, and livid, but afiuming foon. 

If fann'd by balmy and nutritious atr, 

ScrainM through the friendly mats^ a yivid gieea.^ 

Two leaves produc'd, two rough indented leaves^ 

Cautious, he pinches from the fecond ftalk 

A pimple, that portends a future fprout,- 

And^interdids its growth. Thenc^ ftraight fiiccetdi 

The branches, fhirdy to his utmoft* wifh» 

Prolific all, and harbingers of more. 

The crowded roots demand enlargement' now, 

And tranfplantation in an ampler fpace. 

indulged in what' they wiflr, they feoii fupply^ 

Large foilage> overfhadowing golden flowers, 

Blown on the fummit of th' apparent fruit. > 

Thcfe have their fexes^ and when fummer (hiQesi 

The bee tranfports the fertilizing meal 

From flow'r to flowV, and ev'n the breathing air^ 

Wafts the rich prize to*its appointed ufe. 

Not fo when- wittier fcowls. - Affiitant art: 

Then. 
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Then adls in nature's office, brkigs to pafi 
The glad efpoufalsi and infurcs tise crop* 

Grudge not, yc ridi, (fince luKtiry muft have • 
His dainties, and the world's morenuna'tous half * 
Lives by contriving delicates for you) 
Grudge not the ooft. Ye little know tbe care^,^ . 
The vigilance, the labor, and the flcill, 
That day and night are cxercis'd^ and hang 
Upon the ticklifti balance of fufpcnce. 
That yc may gamiih your profufe regales. 
With fummer fruits, brought forth by wintry funs. - 
Ten thoufand dangexs iiein wait to thwart 
The procefs. Heat and oAd^ and wind and fteam^ 
Moiilurc and drought, mice, worms, audfv^'Mrming fli^s^ 
Minute aB dull, and number]ef<i, oft' wor>k 
Dire difappointment that a/dmits fK» cure, % 

And which nt> care can obviate. It were long. 
Too long, to IcU th' -expedients and the Qdils^ . 
Which he that figbte a feafon fo fevcre 
Devifes, while lie guards his tender truft, 
And oft, at laft, in vain. The learn'd and wife, . 
Sarca^c would exclaim, and judge the fong 
Cold a3 its theme, and like its theme, the fruit 
Of too much labor, worthlefs when produc'd. 

Who loves a garden, loves a green-hoiife too. 
Unconfcious of a lefs pix>pitious clime, 
There blooms exotic beauty, warm and fnug, 
While the wind* whiftle, and the foows dtfcend. 

The. 
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The fpiry niyrtle> witb unwuh'vlflg: k?f, 

Shines there, and flouriflies. The golden hoaft 

Of Portugal, and weftern India there, 

The ruddier orarrgc, and the paler lime. 

Peep through their poliih'd foilage at the. ftorm, 

And feem to fmile at what they need not fear. 

Th* amomum. there with iptermingling flow's. 

And cherricsi hang8 her twigs. Geranium boafts: 

Her crimfon honors, and the fpangl'd beau 

Ficoides, glitters bright the winter long. 

All plants of ev'ry leaf that can cndwe 

The winter's frown, if fcrecn'd frona hi* (hrewd bitr» 

Live there, and profper. Tbofc Aufonia claims, 

Levantine region*, thcfe ; th' Azores fend 

Their jelfamine, her jeflamine remote 

CafiFraia ; foreigners, from many lands. 

They form one fecial fhade, as if convened 

By magic ftimmona of th' Orphean lyre. 

Yet juft arrangement, rarely brought to paf»» 

But by a mafter's hand, difpofing well 

The gay divcrfities of leaf arid flow'r, 

Mud lend its aid t* illuftrate all her charms^ 

,And drefe the regular, yet various fcene. 

Plant behind plant afpiring« in the van 

The dwarfifh, in the rear retir'd, but ft ill 

Sublime above the refl, the ftatelier Hand. 

So once were rang'd the fons of ancient Rome, 

A noble ftiow ! while Rofcius trod the ftage i 

And fo, while Garrick as renown'd as he. 

The fons of Albion ;. fearing each to lofe 

Some 
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- Some note of Nature^s tntific from his lipSy 
And coTctous of Shakefpeare's beauty, feca 
In ev'ry flafh of his far-beaming eye. 
Nor tafte alone, and well-contriT'd difplar. 
Suffice to give the marihallM ranks the grace 

* Of their complete efie&. Much -^yet remains 
Unfungt andmany cares are yet-hehind. 
And more laborious. Cares on which depend 
Their vigor, injured feon, not foon reftor'd. 
The foil muft be renewed, which often wa(hM, 
Lofes its treafure of falnbrious (alts, 
And difappoints the roots.; the (lender roots 
Clofe interwoven where they meet the vafe, 
Muft fmooth be (horn away ; the fapclels branoh 
Muft fly before the knife? the wither d leaf 
Muft be detacjk'd, and where it ftrews the floor 
Swept with a woman's- neatnefs, ' breeding elfe 

' Contagion, and diiTemina^'ng death. 
Difchargc but thefe kind oilkes,^ (afid who 
Would fpare, that loves them, offices like thefe Jr) 

~Well they reward the toil. The fight is pleas'd, 

'The fcent regal'd, each odorif'rous leaf. 
Bach op'ning blolfom fredy breathes abroad 
Its gratitude, and thanks liim with its fweets. 

So manifold, all pleafing in their kind* 
All healthful, are ih* employs of rural life, 
'•Reiterated as the wheel of time 
Runs round, ilill ending, and beginning ftiU. 
Nor are thefe all* To deck the (hapely knoll 

Thtt 
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That foftly iwell'd and gayly-drefs^i appean - - * 
..A flow'iy ifland from the dark green lawn 
Emerging, muft be deem'd a labor d«e • 

To no mean band, and afks the touch- of taft«. 
Here alfo grateful mixture of well match'd - ; 
And .forted hues, (each gfn'ng each relief. 
And by contrafted beauty (hining more) 
' Is needful.. Strength may wield the ponderous fpadc> 
May turn the clod, and wheel the compoft home» ' 
JBut elegance, chief grace^the garden /hows 
, And moft attra^ive, is the fair refiilt 
■ Of thought, t)ie creature of. a poliAiM mind; 
Without -ity 9U; is Gothic as the fcene 
To which th' infipid citizen reibrts, 
Near yonder heath ; where induftry mifpent» ^ 

But proud of his uncouth ill-chofen tafk. 
Has made a heaven on earth. With funs, and mooni 
Of clofe-r^mm'd ftones has qbarg'd^h' incumber'd &9f 
And fairly laid the Zodiac in the duft. 
He therefore who would fee his flowers difpos*d 
Sightly, and in juft order, ere he gives 
The beds the trufted treafure of their feeds, 
Forccaft^ the future whole ; that when the fccqe 
Shall break into its preconceiv'd difplay. 
Each for itfelf, and all as with one voice 
• Confpiring,, may^ atteft bis bright defign. 
Nor even then, difmiffing as performed. 
His pleafant work, may he fuppofe it dpnet 
Few fclf-fupported flpw'rs endure the wind* 
Uninjur'd, but expe£i th' upholding aid, 
< Of the fmooth'ihaven prop, and neatly tied^ 

M Arc 
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Arc wedded thug, Bkc beauty to old age. 

For int^reil fake, the living to the dead. 

Some cloath the foil that feeds them, far diffas^d^ 

And lowly creeping, modeft, and yet £iir. 

Like virtue, thriving mod where little feea. 

Some more afpiring, catch the neighbour fhi-ub 

With clafping teadriig, and inveft his branch, 

XMk. unadom'd, with many a gay feftoon, 

And fiiagrant cluipleti recompenfiug well 

The ftreogth they borrow, with the grace they lefti 

All hate the rank fociety of weedst 

Noifome, and ever greedy to exhauft 

l^i* impovcrifh'd earth ; an overbearing race, 

That like the multitude made fadion-mad, 

Difturb good order, and degrade true worti. 

Oh bleft feclufion from aifarriflg worM* 
.Which he thus occupyM, enjoys ! Retreat 
Cannot indeed to guilty man reftore 
Loft innocence, or caacel follies pitft. 
But it has peace, ««d much fetures the oiliili 
From all affaults of evil, proving ftiU 
A faithful barrier, not o'erlcap'd with eafe, 
By vicious cuftom, raging uficontronl'd 
Abroad, and defolating public life. 
When fierce temp^tion, fccondcd within 
By traitor appetite, and armM with darts 
Temper'd in hell, invades the throbbing breaft. 
To combat may be glorious, and fuccefs 
Perhaps may crown us, but to fly is fafc. 
Had I the choice of fubluuary good, 

•^Wbtt 
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What eonU I mfh, th^t I poflipff no^ tirm ? 

Healthy kifure» meaiu t' impraTe it, hi^nUhlpt peitoc^ 

No loofe or wanton^ though a «and*npg mvff i 

And coaftaDt occupation i, without care* 

Thus blefty I draw a piAure of that bCiii i 

Hopelcfs indeed that' difiipated mindly 

And profligate abufers of a world. 

Created fair fo much ia v^in for thenir 

Should feek the guittleff joy^ that I djefcrihef 

Allur'd by my report, Bu^ fiire no Jcfi, 

That felf-Gondemn'd, they muft neglcft the prize^ 

And what they will atft- t9ft^» iP^uft yet approve. 

What «^ Admire wf prfiift*^ Ap4 when ure pr^jfe 

Advance it in^o noti^e^ that its worth 

AckRQwkdg'd* others lofiy ^9)ire it tpo. 

I therefore recosoHnendy ihe^^gh 9t jht ri^E 

Of popular difgulj, ycj^jb^y ftifl, 

The «a|]£e of pifity ^ncTfw^^ truths 

And virtMCt 0iid thpfe fccm^ which Qod ordaie'jdf 

Should heft fecure thcfcif ^^d promote them moft f 

Scenes th«t I love, ar?d with rjcgxet perceive 

Forfaken, or through folly not cnjoy'd. 

Pure is the nymph, though liberal of her •fmiles^ 

And cHaHe, though unconfin'd, whom J: extgh 

Nor as the prince ia Shufban, when he calPd, 

Vain-glorious of her charms, his Vafhti forth f 

To grace the full pavilion. His defign 

Was but to boaft his own peculiar good. 

Which all might veiw with envy, none partake^ 

My charmen is not mine alone ; my fweets. 

And fhe that fwceteas all my bitters too^ 

M 2 Nature, 
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Nature, enchanting Nature, in wHofc form- 

And lineaments divine, I trace a hand, 

That errs not, and fkid raptures ftill renewed,.. 

Is free to all men, univerTal prize. 

Straage, that fo fair a creature (hould yet want. 

Admirers, and* be deftin'd to divide 

With meaner objs^^s, ev n the few (he finds. 

Stripp'd of hor ornaments, her leaves and flowr'v 

She lof^e all her influence. Cities then . 

Attradl us, and negleftcd Nature pines, 

AbcmdonM, as unworthy of our love. 

But are- not wholefome airs, though uaperfum'di 

By rofcs, and clear funs though fcar<:ely £eh. 

And groves, if unharmonious^ yet fccure 

From clamour, and whofe very ftlencp charmsy. 

To be preferr'd to fmoke, ta the eclipfc 

That MetropolitaR volcano^tgnake, 

Whofe Stygian throats breathe darkoefs aHday kn^^J 

And to the fl:ir of commerce, driving (low, 

And thundVing loud, with his teiTthoufand wheels ? • 

They would be, were not madnefs in the h«ad> ' 

And folly in the heart ; were England now. 

What England was, plain, hofpttable, kind,- 

And Undebauch'd. But we have bid farewell^ 

To all the virtues of thofe better days, 

And all their honeft pleafures. Man(ions once 

Knew their own mailers, and laborious hinds. 

That had furViv'd the father, ferv*d the fon^ 

Now the legitimate and rightful Lord, • 

Is but a traniient gu-ft, newly arriv'd, 

And foon to be fupplanted. He that faw 

Hit 
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His patrimonial timber caiV its leaf, 

Sells the laft fcantling, and transfers the price 

T© fomc ftirewd (harper, ere it buds again* 

Eflates are landfcapes, gaz'd upon b whikf 

Then advertised, and audioneer'd away. 

The country ftarves, and they that feed th* o'crcharg*4. 

And furfeited lewd town^with her fair dews, 

By a juft judgment ftrip and ftarve themfehes.'. 

The wings thiit waft our riches out of fight, 

Grow on the gamefter's elbows, and th' alert 

And nimble motion of thofe reftlefs joints, 

That never tires, foon fans them all away* 

Improvement too, the idol vof the age» 

Is fed with many a vi6kimr Bo ! 'he comes-<-ii 

The omnipotent magician, .Brown appears.. 

Down falls. the venerable pile, th' abode 

Of our forefathers, a ^Mre whiflcer'd rac^ > 

But'taftelefs* Springs a palace in .its ftead» 

But in a di^ant fpot ; where more expos'd» 

It may- enjoy th' advantage- of the North, 

Andagudih £aft, till time ihall have traasform'd^ 

Thofe naked acres to a fheltVing grove. 

He fpeaka. The lake in front becomes a lawn^^ 

Woods vanifh, bills fubfide, and vallles rifc» 

And dreams, as if created for his ufc, 

Purfue the track of bis direding wand^ 

Sinuoivs' orrilraigbt, now rapid, and now (low. 

Now murm'riog foft, now rttiring in cafcades, 

Ev'n as he bids. Th' enrapturM owner fmiles* 

*Tis finifli'd. And yet finifhfd as it feems,. 

Still want6 a grace, th' loreHift it cquld ihow^ 

• A mine 
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A mine to fatisff tbe enormouf coft* 
Drained to the laft poor item »f hi* wealtlr^ 
He dghtf deftrts^ and lea^vey the accompliih^il pla» 
Th^t he ha« touch*d« r^oticb'd» maoy a long daj 
X«abor'd, and amaj a mg&t purfuM in dreamt, 
Joft wfar A it nueeU hia bo|ies« and proves the keav^ft^ 
He wanted, for ai weakhtcr to enjoj. 
And now pcriiapa the glanom hour is come. 
When having no^^flsbe kft» no pledge t' endear 
Her int'reftsy or tbit gives her (acred caufe» 
A moment's operation on his lovet 
He burns with oioft inCenfe and flagrant zeal 
To fenre his ctmalrj. Mbifterial grace, 
Deak hknaat fnooey from the public cheft. 
Or if that.flune ^Ihut, fome private pucfe 
Supplies his ateed, with an u(«rious loaoy 
To be refimdod didyif wh^HJ^is ^te, 
Well-mansig^d, IhaH have earned its worthy foicei^ 
Oh innocent, CQSipar'd witb arts like cfade» 
Crape and Cfickf4 piftoU and tlie v^iffliiyg baH» 
Seat through the txa.v'ikrs temples 1 he that fiadfr 
One drop of heavens fweet mercf is bis.ci^^r 
Can dig> :heg, rot, and pedfli well-content^. 
So he may wrap himfelf in honeft rags 
At his laft gafp ; but could not for a woiidy 
Fifh up his dirt7 and dependant l»ead. 
From pools and ditches of the commooMnealtlv. 
Sordid .and (ick'ning atiiis ^aMniuece^* 

Ambition, av*ricc, .pekury inc^rrM^. 
Bj eodleis riot.; M9nitg$ the. luft . 

Of 
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^f pleafure and Taricty, difpatch. 
As duly as the fwallows difappear. 
The world of wand 'ring knights and (quires to town* 
London ingulphs them all. The (hark is theret 
And the (hark's prey. The fpendthrift, and the hedv 
That fucks hixtu Th^re, the fycophant and he| 
That with hare-headed, and obfeqaious bows. 
Begs a warm ofiice, doom'd to a cold jai), 
.And groat per diem , if his patron frown. 
The levee fwarms, as if in golden pomp^ 
Were chafraAcr'd on ev'rv ftatcfman's door, 

'*< BaTTEr'd and BANK&UPT FO&TUNES MENDBft 
•* MERE.**^ 

Thefe are the;charms that fully, and eclipfe 
'The charms of nature. *Tis the cruel gripe, 
That lean hard-handed poverty infl^. 
The hope of better th||^, the chance to win, 
The wifh to (Kine, the thirft to be araus*d, 
That at the found of Wintcr^s hoary wing, 
'Unpeople all our counties, of ftich herds, 
fOf fluttering, loit'ring, cringing, begging, loofi;;, 
,And wanton vagrants, as make Londop, vaft 
^And boundlefs as it is, a crowded coop. 

Oh thou rcfort and mart of all the earth, 
dChequer'd with all complexions of mankind, 
/And fpotted with all crimes; in whom I fee 
Much that I love, andniorq|that I admire. 
And all that I abhor ; thou freckled fair, 
'That pleafcs, and yet (hocks me, I can laugh, 
.A»d I can weep, can hope,. and can defpond, 

Feel 



88 T«E TASK. aook.Iir. 

Feel wrath, and pity^, when I think on thee ! 
Ten righteous would have faT'd a city once, 
And thou haft many righfeeou8-—Well for thee-*- 
That fait prcfervet thee ; more corrupted elfe. 
And therefore more obnoxious dt this hour, 
Than Sodom, in her day, had pow'r to be. 
For whom God heard his Abram plead in Taia* 
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X JL A RK ! 'tis tbetwangitfgbom 1 o'er yonderbrtdge^ 
' That ?rith itf wearifomCy but needful length, 
""'^Beftrfdef the wintry flood, in which the mooa 

Sees her unwrinkl'd face reflefked bright ; 
^ He comes, the heraU of a noify w6rld, 
' With fpatter'd boots, flrappM waift, and frozen lockSf 

News from aill nations lumb'ring atliis back. 

True to his charge, the dofe-pack'd load behind^ 

Yet cardefs whatfae brings, his one concern. 

Is to condufi it to the deftinM inn. 

And having dropp'dth' expeded bag— pafs on* 
'Ht whiftles as he goes, light-hearted wretch, 

' Coldy and ^yet: cheerfid : melGBnger of grief, 

N Perhsgsi 
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Perhaps to thoufands; and~bf pj to fomet 
To him indiff'rcnt, whether grief or joy. 
Houfes in afhes^ and the fall of docki, 
Bhthsy cfeathfl} and' marriagesy efSiilles wet 
With iesirs that tricilH down th« witters checks j- 
Faft as the periods from his fluent quill. 
Or chargM with amorous fighs of abfent fwainSf 
Or nymphs refponfive, eqtiaUy uWtA 
His horfe and him^ unconfcious of them all. 
Buty oh th\ Important irndgetl ufterM tOf 
With fuch heart-ihaking mufic, who can fay. 
What are its tidings^ hat< our troops awak'd?. 
Or do they ftill, as if with opium drugged. 
Snore to the murmurs of th' atlantic wave I 
Is lodiafree? and docs fhc wear her pkm^ 
And Jewfell'd turban with a fmile of peace, 
Or do we grind her ftill i the* grand debate. 
The popular hamnguct the tact rtflff 
Th$ logic, and the wifUom^ and the wit* 
A t idll ip loud ku|^b-»-I iong to know them ^allj 
I bum to fct th^ in^rlTon'd wranglers free. 
And give t^em voice and 4itt Vance oncei^gaiiju 

* • > • 

Now ftir the .fire, and clole the fhutte rs Gift, 
Let fall the curtains* wheel -the 4bfa Foiiad, 
And while the bubbling and loud -hirsiiig urn. 
Throws up a*il:eamy xrolumn, -and the cupSj 
That cheer, but not cncbriate, wait «n i^^ch. 
So let us welcome peaceful evening in. , 
Not foch. his evniiig,. who with Ihining' face. 



Sweats 
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Sweats in tbf crowded tficatre, and (qatez^if 

And bor'dy with elbow-point8» through both hit fidel^ 

Otit-fcolds the ranting ador on the Aage* 

Nor hisy who patient ftaoda 'till his feet thit)h» 

And his head thumps, to feed upon the fcrcalhr 

Of patriots burfting with heroic rige, 

0r placemen* ail tranqmilitf and fmilet. 

This folio of our pages* bappy work I 

Which, not ev'a critics criticife, that holda- 

Inqtsiiitive attention, while i read 

Faft bound in chains of filence* whkh tlie £iffv 

Though elo^at^ themfelves* yet fear to breaks 

What is it but a map of bufy life» 

Its flu6luationSy and its vaft concerns F 

Here rona the mountanous aad craggy ridge. 

That tempts ambition. On the fummit, fee^^ 

The fcais of oiice g^lfter la his- eyes; 

He dimhs, he pants, he grafps ilnem. At bis KecGly 

Clofe at hfs hf eis, r deaiagogue afeenrds^ 

A n^ with a dexterous- jerk foof) twifti him dowib 

And wins thcm,^ but to lofe them ia h)s tuni» 

Here rills of otly cloi|isefiQe in (oft 

Mxanders, lubricnte the coturfe they take ; 

The modcft fpeaker is a/ham'd.r- and gricv'd 

T' engrofs a moment's, notice, and yet begsj 

Begs a propitious ear for his poor tboughtSi 

However trivial, all that he conccivcja. 

Sweet bafhfulnefs F it claims, at Icaft, thi« praife,^ 

The dearth of information, and good fcnfe, 

"^hat it fotetclU U8| always cosi^s to p^fs^? 

N 2. Qatar a^s 
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Catai^^ls of declamation thttodcr here, . 

THere forcfts of no meaning fprcad the page, - 

In which all comprehenfioa wanders loiL ; 

While fields of pleafantiy amuCe us there. 

With merry dcfcants on a nation's woes. 

The reft appears a wfldernefs of ftrange. 

But gay confufion, rofes for the <:heekst 

And Idles for the hrows of faded age. 

Teeth for-the toothlelsy ringlets for the bald, 

Heav'n, earth, and ocean, plundered of their fw^ets,^ 

Nedareous eifelices^ (Olympian deivs. 

Sermons, and- city feafts^ and fav'rite airs, ■ 

JEtherial journies, fuboiarine exploits, 

And Katterfelto, with his<hair on end, 

At his own wondors,- wondering for his breads 

^ *Tis pleafantj thiwigh ihcrloop-holcs of retreat* .. 
Tb peep at fuch a world. < To fee the ftir. 
Of the great Babel, and not fed the crowd. 
To*hear the roar fhe fends; through all her gatet^ .. 
At a (afc diflance, where the dying. found 
Falls a foft murmur on th' unin^ur'd car. 
Thus fitting,' and furreying, thus at eafe. 
The globe, and ita conoemsy I feem advanc*d • 
To fom« fecure, and more than mortal height, . 
That lib'rates and exempts me from them all. 
It turns, fubmitted to my. view, turns round, 
Wi4h all its generations ; I beh6*^ 
The tumult, and am ftill. The found bf war . 
Has loft itsvtcuors;^ ere It reaches me>.- 

GrieTCl^ 
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Gn&rttf but alatms me not. I mourn the pnde . 

And av'rice that makes man a wolf to man, 

Hear the faint echo of th3fe brazen throats. 

By which he fpeakB the language of hit heart, . 

And figb, but never tremble at the found. 

He tiwvelsi and expatiates, as the bee, 

From flow'r to fiow'r, fo he from land* to land ; . 

The manners, cuftoms, policy oi all^ 

Fay contribution to the ftore he gleans. 

He fuck» intelligence in cv*ry clime. 

And fpreadi the honey of his deep refearch, . 

At his return, a rich repaft for me. 

He travels, and I too. I tread his deck, 

Afcend his topmaft, ' through bis peering eye8> >. 

Difcover countries, with a kindred heart, . 

Suffer his woes, and'fh'are in his efcapes. 

While fancy, like tH^ finger of a clock, 

Rtms the great circuit, and is flill ki home* . 

Oh Winter! Vulef of th'lnwrted year. 
Thy fc^ttcrM hair, with fleets Jik'c afhes, iUrd, ' 
Thy breath congeara upon thy lips,J^ cheeks 
Fring'd with a beard, made 'white with other fnows ■- 
Than thofe of age ; thy forehead wrapt fn clouds, 
A leaflefs branch thy fceptre, and thy throne, 
A Aiding car, indebted to no wheels. 
But urg'dby ftorms along its flipp'ry way| 
I love thee, all unlovely as thou feem'ft, 
And dreaded as thou art. Thou hold'ft thcfiia . 
A^ris^ner in xbe yet nndawning Eaft, 

Shwt- 
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SiuiTt*nii]g hi» j«urflfey bttween marn «iid noon^. > ^ 

And kunyiag (lim^ Impatknt of his ftay« 

Bown to the roTy Weft,, But kindly* aiH 

Gompcnfatipg his loTs with added hours 

Of focial converfei and indru^i-ve ea&t 

And gathering* at Aorl potter* ia one group#^ 

The hauiy difpers'dt and fixing thought, 

Not lefs difpers'd by day-light, and its cares»^ 

I crowrn thecp King of intimate delights. 

Fire -fide enjoyments, home-rborn bappine&if 

And all the comforts that the loM^ly roof 
Of undifturb'd retirement^ and the hours 
Of long uninterrupted evening know. 
No ratt'ling wheel? ftop ftort before thefc g^tes.^ .. 
No powder'd pert, proficient in the art 
Of founding an alarm, aCTaiilts thefe doors, 
'Till the ftreet nngs. No ftationary deeds 
Cough their owi) knell^ while heedlefs of the founj^ 
The nicnt circle fan themfelves, and quake* 
But here the needle plies its bufy tafk, 
l^e pattern grows, the well-depi6led flow'r. 
Wrought patiently into the fnowy lawn, 
Unfolds its bofom, buds, and leaves, and fprigs*^ 
And curling tendrils, gracefully difpo8'd> , 
Follow the nimble finger of the fair, 
A. wrekih that cannot fade, of fiow'rs that; blow^. 
With mod fuccefs, when all beiides decay. 
The poet s, or hifloiian's page, by one. 
Made vocal for th' amufement of the reft ; 
The fprightly lyre, whofc treafurcof fwect founds, . .. 

• •' ' The 
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The touckirom mtny a ireinblrDg clMrd fiiakes out-$ 
And the ckar voices fyinph«ntoiU| yet diftindf 
And in the charmtBg ^ife triumphant ftlKt 
Beguile the night, and fct a keener edge» 
On female iiiduftrj $ the threaded fteel» 
Flies fwlftly, and unfeltrthe taik proceeds. 
The volume ctos'dy the «u(bfnary rit«6, 
Of the laft meal commence* A Romas metlf 
Such as the miftrcfs of the moM once found 
Delicious/ when her patriots of high frote> 
Perhaps, by meonvlight, at their humbk doca% 
And under aft old oak's donieftie ttitdc 
Enjoy' J, fpare £eaft1 a radiffa, and an egg. 
Difcourfe enfuei, not trivial, yet not di)ti» 
Nor fuch as with a from), forbids the pla^ 

"Of faaeyt or profcribes the fomid of mirtk* 
Nor do we ^nadly, like* an impious wdaldf 

* ^ho deem . rsllgion freozy^ and the Cod 
That made them, aii intruder on their joytf 
£tart at his 'awful name, or deem his praife 
A jajring note* Themes of a graver tone, 
Exciting oft» our gratitude and iove, 

"^ While we retrace, with'mcfn*ry's*pointing:win3# 
That calls the paft to our exafl ^rtrie^tr. 
The dangers we have 'fcap'd, the ferdkeri &are» 
Th« difappointed foe,* ddiv'rance found, 
TJnlook'd for, life preC^rv'd, a«d peace reftor*df 
Fruits of omnipotent eternal love. 

*^h evenings, worthy of the Gods ! exclaim'd, 
TThe Sabke baixL Oh «v€4iicigs, Lreply, 

More 
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More to be pri£M» and coveted than yourat 

A8 more illumta'dy and with, nobler truths, 

' That I, and miney and thofe we Iotc, enjoy* 

Is winter hideous^ in a gprb like this ? 

: ^Needs he the tragic «^9' the fmoke o£ latpps. 
The pent-np breath of an tinfav'ry throng. 
To thaw him^ into feeling, or the fmart. 
And fnappifh dialogue* that flippant wits. 
Call comedy, to prompt him with a fmile ? 
The felf-complacent ador, when he views, 
(Stealing a iiddong glance at a full houfe) 
The flope of faces, from the floor to th' roof, 
(As if one mafkv-lpring cond'oul'd them all) 

'f< Relax'd into an uaiverfal grin. 
Sees not a countenance there that.fpcaks a jay, 

; Half fo refin'd, or fo flncere as. ours. 
Cards were fuperfluoua here, with all the tricks^ 
That idlcnefs has ever yet contriv'd. 
To fin the void of an unfomifli'd brain. 
To palliate dulnefs, and give time a (hore* 
Time, as he pafipstus, has>^a dove*8 wing, 

<^ UnfoS'd, and fwift, and of a filken found. 

: But the world's time, is^time in-mafquefade* 
Theirs, fliould I paint him, has his pinions fledgld, 

'With motely plumes, and where the peacock ihowt 
Hisauzure eyes, is tinf^ur'd black and red, 

* With fpots quadrangular, of di'mond form, 

>: Enfanguin'd hearts, clubs, typical of ftrife, 

. And fpades, thcemUem of untimely graves* 

^What 
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"Wbat (hould be, andt what was^ 'sn Irouii-ghiA eiicc» 
becomes a dice-box; and a biHiaiTd inaft. 
Well doe8,tbe work of bia defbru&ive fisTtfae* 
Thus deck'd, he chatinft a worlds wiionii^ihion.bUiids 
To his true worthy moft pleaa'd^ w.hien idle noft^ 
Whofc oi^ly happy arc thdv wafted housk 
£v*n mifTes, at whofe s^y tkeil* mofcbei^ <iidre 
The back-iiringt and the btb» aiTume the itiiUk 
Of womaQhoed> fit pupib in tihe fchoQl 
Of card-devot^d time, and night by nightf 
Plac'd at fome vacant corner of the^ bo^rd^ . 
iearn ev'ry .trick, and foon play all the gamcv 
But truce, with cenfure* Rotix^, as I rove. 
Where (hall I find an c«d« or how peoceed.2 
As he that travels far, oft turns a&de. 
To view fome rugged rock, or nrould'rhi^ towV,. 
Wbidh £Den, dtlights hiiarnot; then cooMng hom^y 
Defcribesy and printjk it, that the wQfld may. know 
^'How far he went, for what was nothing worth 5 
So I, with brulh in hand^ and pallet fprqtd. 
With colours roixt, for a far different ufe» 
Faint cards, and dolls, and ev'ry idle things 
That fancy finds in her excurfive Bights. 

Come ev'niirg once again, feafon of peace. 
Return, fvveet cv'ning, and continue long I 
Methinks I fee thee in the ftreaky weft. 
With matron-ftep, flow njoving, while the night 
Treads on thy fweeping train ; one hand' employ 'd 

In letting fait the curt,ai« of repofc^ ... 

O On 
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On bird and beaft^ the other chargM fbr man. 
With fweet oblivion of the cares of day ; 
Not fumptuoufly adoraMy nor needing aid^ 
Like homely featured night,' of cluflMng gems^ 
A ftar or two, juft twinkling on thy brow. 
Suffices thee ; faTC, that the moon is thine^ 
No lefs than hers, not worn indeed on high^ 
With oftentatious pageantry, but fet. 
With modeft grandeur, in thy purple zone, 
Refplendeat lefs, but of an ampler round. 
Come then, and thou (halt find thy votary caim^ 
Or make me fo, Compofure is thy gift« 
And whether I devote thy gentle houfv 
To books, to mufic, or the poets toili 
To weaving nets, for bird-alluring fruit ; 
Or twining filkea threads round iv'ry reels. 
When they command, whom man was born to pleafe^ 
I night thee not, but make thee welcome ftllL 

Juft when our drawing«rooms begin to blazc^ 
With lights, by clear reffe£lion multiply^d, 
From many a roirrour, in which be of Gatb, 
Ooliah, might have fccn his giant bulk, : 
Whole, without (looping » towVing creft and all> 
-My plcafures too begin. But mc, perhaps, 
The glowing hearth, may fatisfy nWhile, 
With faint illumination, that uplifts 
The fhadow to the ceiling, there by fits, 
Dancing uticouthly to the quiv'ring flame. 
^Uot undelightfu Vis an hour to me. 
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Sb fpent in parlour twilights fiich a gloom* 

Suits well the thoughtful, or unthinkiag mind* 

The mind contemplative, with fomc new themci 

Pregnant, or indifposM, alike to all. 

Laugh ye, who hoaft your mort mercurial pow'rty-. 

Tliat never feel a ftupor, know no paufe, 

Nor need one. I am confoious,. and confefs, .. 

Fearlefs, a foul that does not always think.. 

Me oft has fancy, ludicrous and wild, 

Sobth'd with a waking dream of houfes, tow'rsj ., 

Trees, churches, and ftrange vifages exprefi'd. 

In the red cinders, while with poring eye 

I gaz'd, myfelf creating what I faw. 

Nor lefs amiis'd, have I quicfcent watch -d : 

The footy films that play upon the bars ^ 

Pendulous, and foreboding in the view: ; 

Of fuperftition, prophefying ftiljj. 

Though ftill deceived, fome firanger's near^pproacb. 

'Tis thus the underftanding^akcs repofe^ 

In indolent vacuity of thought. 

And deeps, and is refrefliM. Mean while the face 

Conceals the mood lethargic w^ith a mailc 

Of deep deliberation, as the man. 

Were- tailc'd to his full ftrength, ahforb'd, and loft.. 

Thus, oft reclin*d at eafe, I lofe an hour : 

At ev'ning, till, at length the freezing blaft. 

That fweeps the bolted (butter, fummons home 

The recolle6led powers, and fnapping fhort. 

The glafly threads, with which the fancy weave 8» 

Her brittle, toys, reftores me to myfelf. .. 

0.3. How 
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How cailm koiy rccefs ! and bow tlic froft> 

Raging abroad, and the rough wind, endear 

The fiknce and the warmth, enjoy'd within I 

I faw the woodoy -aiid -fieldJi at dlofe of day, 

A-^neffa*cd^ih*w ; the meadow* green, 

Though faded,' and the landi, where lately wavtd^i^ 

The goldem harveft, of la ^mellow browns 

Uptur»!d*fo lately by the forceful fliare. 

I'feur faroff the weedy fallows ftnile. 

With verdure, not wnprofita^lc, graz'd, , 

By flocka, faft ftroding, and fdk^iog each^. 

His fav'ntcherb; whil^«H thcleaflefs grove*.. 

That fkirt th\is^z&n, wore a fable hue. 

Scarce ncsric'd, in the kindred duUc of eve. 

To-morrow Jjringfi a change, a total chauge I ■-■ 

Whichj even^aaw, thoagh fdepdy performed, 

A^fl flowly, and by. riaoftr^jatJeU* the face 

Of univerfalTnat^ttfc undergoes. 

Faft falls a fleecy fhow'r. The downy flakes^ 

Defcendlng, and with jiewr-ceafing kpfie. 

Softly alightiitg upon all below, 

Affimilate aU obje6ba. Earth receives 

Gladly, the thickening mantle, and the green^. . 

And tender blade, that fear'd the chilling blaft^ 

Efcapes unhurt, beneath fp warm a veil. 

In fuch a world, fo thorny, and,., where none . ^ 

Finds happinefs unhlighted, or, if found. 
Without fome thiftly £orrow at its:fide, 
It^fsems thc.part of wi&ioca, and no fin , 

Agaittil s 
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Agamft the law of iote, to moafurc lots 

With lefs dilliaguiih'd than ourfclves, that thus* 

We tasLj. with patience> bear our mod*ratc illtj 

And fympathlze with otherSf fuff'ring more. 

Ill fares the traveller now, and he that ftalks. 

In pondVous boott, beijde his reekiiig team* 

The wain goes heavily, impeded fore. 

By congregated loads, adhering clofe, 

To the clogg'd wheels ; and in its fluggifli pace^ -., 

Noif clefs, appears a moving hill of fnow. 

The toiling fteeds expand the noftrll wide. 

While cv'ry breath, by refpiration (trong, 

Forc'd downward^ is confolidated foon 

Upon their jutting cheftn;. He, . form'd to bear^ • 

The pelting brunt of the tempeftuous night, 

With half-fhut eyes, and pucker'd cheeks, aadtectb^. , 

Frefented bare againfl the ftosnn,. plods oa. 

One hand fecures his hat, favc, when with both> . •^?*^ 

He brandiihes his pliant length of whtp, Q 

Reibundlng ^t, and never heard in vain. 

Oh happy! and in my account, deny'd, 

That fenfibility of pain, with which> 

Refinement is endued, thrice happy thou. 

Thy frame robuft, and hardy, feeb indeed, , 

The piercing cold> but feels it unimpaired. 

The learned finger never need explore 

Thy vigorous pulfe, and the unhealthful Eaft, 

That breathes the fpleen, and fcarches ev*ry bone 

•Of the infirm, is wholefome air to thee. 

Tl{y days rollon, exempt from houfehold carci 

Thy 



■ -J 
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Thy waggon is thy wife ; and tbc poor bealls^ 
That drag the dull companion to and fro^ 
Thine hclplefs charge, dependent on' thy care. 
Ahy treat them kindly ! rude^ as thou appear'ft. 
Yet (how that thou haft mercy, which the greats 
With needlefs hurry, whirl'd from place to place^ 
Humane as they would feem, mot always fhow* 

P5br, yet induftrious, modeft, quiet, neat, ., 
Such claim companion in a night like this. 
And, have a friend in ev*ry feeling heart. 
Warm'd, while it lafts, by labor, all day Id'ng, , 
They brave the feafon,' and yet find tit etc, 
111 clad and fed, but fparely time to cool. 
The frugal houfewife trembles when (he lights 
Her fcanty ftock of brufh-wood, blazing dear. 
But dying foon, like all terrcftrial joyt. 
The few fmall embers left, flic aurfes well,^ 
And while her infant race, with out-fpread hands^- . 
And crowded knees, fit cow'ring o'er tbe fparks^ 
Retires, content to quake, fo they be warm'd> 
The man feels lead, as more inur'd than flie>. . 
To winter, and the current in his vcin^* . 
More brifldy mov'd by his fevcrer tolH" 
Yet he too, finds his own diftrefs, in theirs. 
The taper foon extinguifli'd, vvhich I faw. 
Dangled along at the cold fingers end, 
Jufl: when the day declined, and the brown loaf, 
Lodg'd on the fhclf half eaten, without faucc 
Qf fav'ry che?fe, pr buttec, coftlicr ftill, 
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Sleep feerot their only refuge. For, alas ! 
Where penury it felt, the thought i« chained, 
And fwcct colloquial pleafures arc but few. 
With all thif thrift, they thrive not. All the cafe 
Ingenio«8 parfimony takes^ but juft 
Saves thefmall inventory, bed, and ftod, 
Skillet, and old canr'd cbeft, from public fafc. 
They live, and live vrithout extorted alrot. 
From grudging hands, but othe1^ boaft have none. 
To footh their honeft pride, that fcorns to beg, 
Nor comfort elfc, but in their mutual love. 
I praKe you much, ye meek and patient pair, 
For ye are worthy ; chufing rather far, 
A dry, but independent cruft, hard earned. 
And eaten with a figh, than to endure 
The rugged frowns, and infoknt rcbufft, 
' Of knaves in ofBcc, partial in the work 
Of diftribution ; liberal of their aid, 
To clamVous importunity in rags, 
But oft-timfs deaf to fuppliants, who would bluih, 
To wear a tattcr'd garb, however coarfc. 
Whom famine cannot reconcile to filth ) 
Thcfc aflc, with painful Ihynefs, and refus'd, 
Bfcaufc deferving, fikntly retire. 
But be ye of good courage. Time itfelf. 
Shall much befriend you. Time (hall give increafc. 
And all your numerous progeny well train'd, 
But helplefs, in few years fhall find their hands. 
And labor too. Mean while ye (hall not wan t^ 
^/:What confcious of your virtues we can fpare> 
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Nor what a wealtkier thaa durfelVes may i«nd. 
I mean the man, who, i^ben the diflant poor. 
Needs helpi denies them nothing but hit-name* 

But poverty^ with moft who whimper fordi 
Their long complaists, is fclf-infii^ed woe, 
Th' eflea of laainei^ or fettifh wafte. 
Now goes the nightly thief proi^iog abroad. 
For ^kinder ; much felicitous how bed, 
* He may compcnfatc, for a day df floth, 
£y works of darknefs^ and no^umal wrong. 
Woe to the gardener's pale, the farmer's hedgv^ 
Plafh'd neatly, and f€car*d with dviven ^kes, 
Deep in the loamy bank* Uptorn by ftrength 
RefjfUefsy in fo bad a eanfe^ but bme 
To better deeds» he bundles up the fpotl, ' 

An. afs's burthen, and when laden moQ, 
And heaviefl, light of fbot, fteals fail away. 
Nor does the boarded hovel better guard 
The well-ftack'd pile of riven logs and rootSy 
From his pernicious force. Nor will he leaver 
Unwrcnch'd the door, however well feeur'dy 
Where chanticleer, amidft his haram fleeps, 
In unfufpcfting pomp. TwitchM from the perch^ 
He gives the princely bird, with all his wives. 
To his voracious bag, flruggKng in vain, 
And loudly wond'ring at the fudden change. 
Nor this to feed his own. 'Twere fome excufey 
Did pity of their fnfferings, warp afide 
-^His principlei and tempt him inta fia, 

-Fdr 
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"For their fiipport, fo dellitute. But they, 
Neglcfled pine at home, themfelvea, is mort 
Expos'd' than others, with lefs fcruple made 
His viaims, robb'd of their defencelefs all. 

~ Cruel is all he d«es. 'Tia^ quenchlefi thirft 
or ruinous ebriety, that proiapts 
His ev'ry adioa-,- and imbnitcs the man, 

' Oh fer a law, to naofc the villain's ncek, 

Who ftarres his own. Who perfecutes the bldbd. 
He gave them in his children's veins, -and hates, ' 

' And wiUrrgs the'«oiiMn,-be has fwoni to love. 

Pafj where we may, through city, or thfough towa, 
Village, or hamlet, of this merry-land, 
Thoughlean. and beggar'd, Cv'ry twentieth paCe, 
Con^oft* the' unguarded nofe to fuch a whiff 
Of dale debauph, forthiiffuing from the ftyea 
That law has licens'd, as makes teinp'rance reel. 
There fit intolv'd and loll, in curling clouda 

" Of Indian fume, and guzzling deep, the boor,. 
The lacquey, and thegroom. The craftfman there. 
Takes a Lethsan leave "of-all ht«-toil; 
Smith, cobler, joiner, he that plies the (heen. 
And he that kneads the dough i' all Inud alike. 
All learned, and all drunk. ■ The fiddle fcreams, 
lOaintive, and piteoua, as it wtpt'and wail'd, 
Its walled tones, and harmony uYiheard : 
Fierce the difputei whate'er the theme. While 
Fell Difcord, arbitreft of fuch debate, 

■ dPerch'd on the fign-poft, holda with even hand, 
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Her uniiccifive ftaiet. ■ la tfait, the layi 
A weight «f igDorawie, in Hist, of pride, 
And fmik*, delighted with th' etenul poile. 
Dire is the frequent curie, and it* twin foundt 
The cbeek-^ifteiiding oath, not to be praia'd. 
As ornamental, mufical, p<dite. 
Like thufe vhidi modern (enatorB employ,, 
Whofe oath it riiet'ric, and wfio fnear for fame. 
Behold the fchools in which plebeian mtndt, 
Once finale, are initiated tn arta, 
Whidi fome may pradife with politer f^ce. 
But mone with readier (killl 'tia here they learn, 
The road that leads from competence, and peace. 
To indigence and rapine ; till at lafl:. 
Society, grown weary of the toad, 

ake* her incumbered lap, and cafia them out. 

t cenfure profits little. Vain th' attemjit, 

< advertize in Tcrfe a puUic peft, 

jat.like the filth, with which the peafant feedl 

s hiHgry acres, ftinks, and ia of ufe. 

i' excifc it fatten'd, with the rich refult 

' all thia riot. And ten thoufand calka, 

ir «»er dribbling out their fcafe contents, 

iiich'd by the Midas finger of the ftate, 

eed gold far Minidcrs to fp<Mt away. 

rink, and be mad, then. 'Tia your country b!^ 

lorioully drunk, obey th' important call, 

er caufe demands th' alliftance of your throntif 

£ all can fwallow, and Aie aflu jio more. 

: ■ '•'Would 
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Would I had fslH'n vpon thdfe kappiet dwfn 
That poets celebrate. Thofe goldtu timc», 
And thofe Arcadian fcencs* that Mtro fings^ 
And S)rdflcy, warbler of poelic profe. 
Nymphs we¥e Diaaa» then^ and fWatixs had hoifti^ 
That felt their virtues* Innocence itJcems, 
From courts difmifs'd^ found fhelter ill the grorei* 
The footfteps of fimplicity imprefs'd. 
Upon the ykeldiag herbage, (fo they fing) 
Then were not all e£Fac'd« Then fpeecL profaflr^ . 
And manners profligate, were rarely found, 
Qbfcrv'd as iMTodigieiy and iboiir reelaim'd* 
Vain vvi(h ! thofe dayt wer« never*' Airy dresnot » 
Sat for the pi^ufe. And the port's hand^ ^ ' 
Imparting fubftance to a^ empty fl)ad«> . 
Impos'd ai ^ay detirionl foir » tratlt. 
Grant it. I Mlf mud envy th^m an» ftge^ 
That fa^c^r'd Ikcb a dreaonf^ i» day» like theie> . 
Impofiible^ when tirtoe h fo fcarce. 
That to &ip|>of43 a fcene where Sxe prefides. 
Is tramowta^ev atid ftftmbka all h^ti* 
No. We are polifti'd now. The mr»l kfs^ • 
Whom once her virgin modefty and gra«c^ . 
Her artlefs manners, and her neat attire> 
So dignified, that ihe was hardly lef^ 
Than the fair fhepberdefs of old i^om^ncef 
Is feen no more. The character is loll. 
Her head adorn'd with lappeu, pift^d aloft^ 
And ribband*, ftreaming gay^ fuperMy raised, 
Aod magnify 'd beyond all' humnn £2^^ 

P2 K|icbtcd 
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Indebted, to fome fmart wig-weaver^B hand^ 

For more than half the trefles it fuftamr; > 

Her elbows ruffl'rf, and her tott'riBg form, ^ 

111 prop'd, upon French heels | fhe might bedccm'diL 

(Qut that the baflcet dangling on .her .arm*.. 

Interprets her more truly), of a rank. 

ToQ4)roud for dairy* work, or fale of eggs. ... 

Exped her foon with foot-boy at her.heels^.,. 

No longer bluiking for her awkward load, 

Hei; train, , and her AUubrelU, all Jber. care. .. 

The town-has tinged the country. - And the fUum^r. 
Appears a fpot upon the veilal's robe. 
The worfe. for what.ii^ foils. ^ The fafliion runs . 
Down into fqenes ftill rural, but alas ! 
Scenes rarely grac'd with rural manners now* 
Time was, when in the pafloral retreat, 
Th' un§ruarded door wasfafe. Men^did not watfllir .\ 
T' invade another!s right,^-'oxi guard their>owB. 
Then fleep,j¥as undtfturbM by fear, .. unfcar*d . 
By drunken bowlings; and the chilling talc 
Of midnight murtber, was a wonder heard 
With doubtful credit, told to frighten babes. 
But farewell .now to nnfufpicious nights. 
And flumbers .unalarm*d. Now, ere you flecp, . 
See that your polifh'd arms be prim'd with care, ., 
And drop the night-bok. Ruffians arc abroad^ 
And the firft la rum of the cock's fhrill throat 
May prove ^ trumpet,, fummoning your car^. 

Tp horrid foun^^pftoftijc fcct;^^liu ^ 
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Et'nk day-Hght hat its dangers. And the walk/ 

Through pathlefs wafte»and woods, unconfcious onco- • 

Of »ther tenants* than* roelodiotis birds, 

Or harmlcfs flocks^ is hazardous and bold. 

Lamented change ! to-whtcb full many a caufe 

I»ret'rate, hopelefs of a cure» confpires. 

The courfe of b^mao. things, from good to iOf . 

From ill to worfei is-fatal* • never fails. 

Increafe of pow'r begets increafc- of wealth, . 

Wealth luxury, and luxury excefs ; 

Excefsy the fcrophulous and itchy plague^ - 

That feizes firft the opulent, defcends 

To the next rank contagious, and in time^ 

Taints :downward all «the graduated feale 

Of order, from .the chariot, to the plough. 

The rich, and they that have an arm to cheeky '- , 

The licence of the lowed in degree, 

Defert their office ; and themfelves-intent- 

On pleafure,. haunt the capital, and thus, . 

To all the violence of lawle& hands, 

Reiign the fcene9t their prefence might proteA^ » . 

Authority herfelf not.feldom fleepe, 

Though reiident, an4 witnefs of the wrong* 

The plump convivial parfon. often bears 

The magifterial fword^in.^in, .and lay* 

His rev'rence, and his worfhip, both to reft, ^ . 

On the fame cufhion of habitual doth. 

£erh#ps timidity reftrains his arm,' 

When he (hould ftrike, he trembles, and &ts free^.^^ 

Himfelf c&Ilay'd by \error of the band^ < 

Th' au- . 
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Th' sAldtekHM coAvi£):^- whoili he dairct not bmd» 

F^rhap«f t^4High by profeffioa gbeCUy, purcy 

He too may hla-vt kis vice, and fomet»mes proTc 

Left daiBt;^ tban bceooies^ hi» girave o^*Mti 

In lucf^tive €o&€eras. Examine; weU 

His milk- white haat^^ The |>aJ«i i« hardly ckitB**-^ 

But hefe afid there a» ugly iknitch aj^peart. 

Fob ! 'twas a bribe thai left it. He has touoh*ft/ 

Comiptiqii« . Whof9 feeks air audit here 

Propitious, pays his tribute^ gaaftie or fiih. 

Wildfowl 01; veu'fon, aogd his errpnd ipceds« 

But fafter far, and more than .all tlie rtSi, 
A noble caufe,* wtii^h BOne who bears a fparJLv 
Of public virtue; ever wiih'd removed, 
Works the deplor'd and mtfchievoms efie^. 
'Tis unirerfal foldierihip has ftabb'd 
The heart o£ merit ia the meaner ckftw 
Arms, through the vanity aftd bvainle^ rage 
Of thofe that besr them, in wh^rte^rep eaufe>. 
Seem o^oft at variance, with alf moral gooi> 
And incompatible with feriou* thought. 
The clow(»|. the child of nature, without guik^ . 
Bleil with an infant's ignorance of all, 
But his own iknple pkafures, now aud then^ 
A wreftliqgjuatch, a foot-race, or a fiMr^ 
Is balloted, and. trembles at the news. 
Sheepifh, he doffs his hat, and mumbling, fweart • 
A Bible-oath', to be whatc'ei* they phaf«, 
To do, he knows not what*^ The talk pefform'dy^, 

That? t 



The Winter EvEKiNG. im 

That inftant he b^cwnea the (eijeant'^ cate, 

' Hi'8 pupiV and his tOMvent, iin4 bis jeft. 
His aukward gak» his iotrovertcd toes. 
Bent knees, rowid bidden, and dejeded lookc^ 

: Procure him msLtj a curfe. Bff few ^^gveoQ* 
Unapt to leam» and fonn^'d of ^uU>ora fbif^ 
He yetf hf (low degrees, puts lafF himfelfy 

' Grows coafoiouS of a change, and ^likes it wdl* 
He ftahds ered, his ^uch becomes a walk» 
He fteps right onward, martial in his air^ 
His form, and moi;««ii«at ; is a« im»rt shore 
As meal and krded locks can make him; wewi 
His bat, or hi« plum'd helmet, with a g^ace, 

. And bis three years of berolhip esE^r'd, 
Returns indignant ^o the flighted plough. 

- He hat^s the fidd in which so ^fe or ditun 
Attends him, driTe« his cattle to a march. 
And fighs for the (mart eomirades he has left, 

' *Twere well if has- exterior change M'<Be a31— 

* Rut with his clun*fy port the wretch has lo'lb 
His ignoraiic^,' «md harmlefs manners too. 
To fwear, to game, to drink, to Ihew at heme, 

' By lewdncfs, idlenefs, and Sabbath -breach. 
The great proficiency he made abroad, 
T* aftonifh, and to grieve his gazing friends, 

' To break fome maiden's, a^id his mother*^ heart. 
To be a peft where he wa5 trfefwl once, 
. Are hif £ok ^m, »iid all hts gipry bow. 

' Man, 
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Man, in focietyy is like a flowV, 
Blown in ita native bed. 'Tis there alone. 
His faculties^ expanded in full bloom, 

' Shine out, there only reach their proper ufe. 
But man afibciated and leagu^'d with man. 
By regal warranty or itlf-jotnM-by bond. 
For int'reft-fake, or fwarming into clans, 

' Beneith one head, for purpofes of war, 
Like flow'rs fele6ied from the reft, and bouad^ 
And bundled clofe to fill fome crowded Tafe, 
Fades rapidly, and by comprefiipn marrM, 
Centrals defilement, not to be endur'd. 
Hence, charter'd boroughs are fu^k public plagueiy 
And burghers, men immaciflate, perhaps. 
In all their private fund^ions, once combia'd^ 
Become** loathfome *body, only fit 
Tor diflblution, hurtful to the main. 

• Hence 'merchant?, unimpeachable of fin, 
Againft the charities of domeftic life. 
Incorporated, fcem at once to lofe 
Their nature, and difclaiming all regard 
For tnercy, and the common rights of man, 

' ^uild faftories with blood, «ondu6^ing trade 
At the fword^s point, tmd ^ying the white robe 

* Of innocent commercial juftice, red. 
Hence too, the field of glory, as the world 
Mifdcems it, dazzl'd by its bright array, 
"With all the majefty of its thund'ring pomp, 

' Enchanting mufic, and immortal wreaths. 
Is but a fchool where thuughtlefinefs is taught 

' On 
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^n principle, whcrie foppery atones 
• For folly, gallantry for cr'ry vice. 

But flighted ae it iSf and by the ^eat 
AbandonM, aiid which Ih'll I more regret^ 
Infe^ed with the manners and the modes, 

' It knew not once, the country wins me ftill. 

' I never fram'd a wifh, or form^d a plan, 
That flatter'd me with hopes of earthly blifs, 
But there I laid the fccne, There early ftray'4 
My fancy, ere -yet liberty of>fchoice 
Had found*me, or the hope of being free* 
My very dreams were rural, rural too, 
The-firft-born efforts of my youthful mufe, 
Sportive, and' jingling her poetic bells. 
Ere yet her car was miftrefs of their pow rs* 
No^bard could pleafe rae, but whofe lyre was tuii^d. 
To Nature'rpraifes. : Heroes^' and their feats» 

" Fatigued me, never weary of the pipe 
Of Tytirus, aflembling, as he fang. 
The ruftic throng, beneath his fav'rite beeek* 
Then Milton had indeed, ^a poet's charms. 
New to my^'tafte, hid Paradife furpafs'd 
The ftruggling efforts of my boyiih tongue. 
To fpcak iu excellence ; I danc'd for joy. 
I marvel'd much, that at fo ripe an *age, 

^ As twice fevcn years, his* beauties had then firft 
Enga^'d my wonder, and admiring (till. 
And ftill admiring, with regret fuppos'd 

' The joy^ half loft| becaufe not fooner fouad* 
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Thcc too, enamour'^ of the Hfc I lov'd. 

Pathetic in its praifc, in iti purfuit 

Dctcrinio'd, and polTcffing it at laft 

With tranfports, fuch as favorM lovers feel, 

I fludy'd, priE'd, and wifh'd that 1 had Jknown^ 

Ingenious Cowley ! and though now reclaim'd 

By modern lights, from an erroneous tafte, 

1 cannot but bment thy fplcndid wit, 

Entangled in the cobwebs of the fchbols, 

I ftill rewe tliee, courtly, though retir'd, 

Though ftretch'd at eafe in Chertfev's filcnt bowr'i. 

Not unemployed, and finding rich anieods 

For a loft world, h folitude and verfe. 

'Tis born with all. The love of Nature's works. 

Is an ingredient in the compound, man, 

Infus'd at the creation of the kiad. 

And though th' Almighty Maker, has throughtut, 

Difcnminated each from each, by ftrokfs, 

And touches of his hand, with fo much art 

Diverlificd, that two were never found 

TZT^^'J'f P^^*"^?-y^^ t^« obtains in afl, 
That all difccrn a beauty in his works, 

And tutor d, with a relifl, more exaa, 

But none without fome relift, none unmov'd. 

It IS a flame that dies not, even there 

Trl^T^ r f ^''^' ''' ^'^"^ ^^^'^'^'^ ^^^* 
Nor habits of luxurious city-lifc 

Whatem elfe they fmotber of true worth 
la humaa bofoms, quench it or abate. 

Tphe 
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TEie tIUsi witk which LondoD ftandt begirtt 

£.ike a fwarth IndiBB^ with his belt of beadfy 

Prore it. A breath of unadult'rate air» 

The glimpfe of a green pafture^ how tbej cbeev 

The citizen, and brace bis languid frame ! 

£t\i in the fti£ng bofom of the town^ 

A garden in which nothing thrives, has charms 

That footh the rich poflefibr ; much confol'd. 

That here and there fome fprigs of mournful mint^ 

Of nightfhadey or valerian, grace the well 

He cultivates. Thefe ferve him with a hint. 

That Nature lives^ that (ight-i«fiFe(hing gisecir 

Is ilill the livery {he delight to wear, 

ThougH fickly fatnplies of th* exob'raiit whale. 

What ate the cafemcntslln^dvwit^ creeping berbi^ 

The prouder falhcft fronted with a range, 

Gf Orange, myrtle, or the fibgrailt weed,. 

The Frenchman's * darling? ate they notallproofi^:: 

That manv immur'd- Id- citie«, ftilt retaina 

His inborn iheJttinguifhiblethirft 

or rural* fccneff, compertfelting hia loft, 

By fupplcmental fhifts, the beft he may ? 

The mo ft unfurnifh'd with the means of life. 

And they that 'never pafs their brick-wall boundlr. 

To range the fields, and treat their lungs witk air. 

Yet feel the burning inftiniSt : over-bead> 

Sufpend their crazy boxes, planted thick. 

And watcr'd duly. There the pitches Hands 

0^2 A frag'- 

*: Mignonette^ 
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A fragment^ and the fpoutlefs tea-pot there i - 
Sad wkneffift how- clofe- pent man regrets 
The country^ with what ardour he coatrives, 
A peep at nature^ when he caa ao.mor^; 

Haily therefore, patroneTs of healtlii and eafe^ . ^ 
And contemplation, heart-conioh'ng joyf. 
And harmlefs pleafutes, in the throQg'd abode 
0£i«iultitudc8 unknown, hail rural Hfe ! 
Addrcfs himfclf >who will to the purfuit 
Of honors, or emolument, or fame, 
1 (hall Aot add myfclf to fuch a chacc. 
Thwart his attempta,^ or envy, his.fuccefi* 
Some.muft be great. Great, offices will hare . 
G^;eat talents. And God gives to ev*ry man, 
The virtue, temper, underftanding, tafte. 
That lifts him jnto life, and lets him fall, 
Jtift in the niche he was ordain 'd to BIL 
To the deliv'rcr of an injui^d lapd, 
He gives a tongue t' enlarge upon, an heart :. 
To feel, andjcourage to rcdrcfs her wroags ;, .. 
To monarchs dignity, to judges fenfe^ 
To artifts ingenuity -and (kill ; 
To me an unambitious mind, content 
In the low vale of life, that early felt, 
A wiih for eafe and Icifure, and ere long,, 
Found bcrc^ that leifurc, .ax>d that cafe I wi/h^d;... 



t 

4 



ARGUMENT bi thi Fiftr Book; 

Afiojly morning, — The foddering of cattlc-^The nMod^ 
man^and his dog.^'^The foultry*''-'^himfical effeMs- 
^ffroji at a ivaterfalL — The Emprefi of Ruffles 
falace of ice. — Amufements of monarchs.'^War on^- 
of them» — WarSf 'whence*'^And n»hence monarchy » 
^^The evils of it. — Englijh and French loyalty con^ 
trajied.— The Baftile^ and aprifoner there."' Liberty 
the chief recommendation of this country.'^ Modern 
fatriotifm queJiionaBle^ andnnihy.'^'The perijhablc 
nature of the hefi human inJlitutionsm-^Spiritual 
liberty not per ijh able, — The ftavifh flate of man by 
nature. — Deliver himDeifly if you can. — Grace muft 
do it. — The refpedive merits of patriots and mar-^ 
tyrs fiated. — Their different treatment. — Happ^ 
freedom of the man nuhom grace makes free.»"His 
relijh of the ^Mrks of God^—Addrefs to the Crt^ 
ator. 



THE 



THE 




A S K. 



BOOK V. 



r- 



Th« winte* morkino walk. 



JL I S morning I ind the Am, with ruddy orb 
Afcending, 'iirei the horhon. While tht doudf. 
That crowd away Wore the driving wind, 
^ore ardent, as the dilk emerges more, 
Kcfemble moft fome city in a blate, 
Seen through the leaflefs wood. Hit llanting ray 
Slides inelFedual down the fnowy yale» 
And tinging all with hii own rofy hue, 
Frona ^v'ry herb, and ev'ry fpiry blade^ 
\Stretchc8 a length of fhadow o'er the field. 
Mine, fpindling into longitude immenfe, 
In fpite of gravity, and fage remark, 
^at I myfdf^am but a fleeting ihade, 

^ Provoket 
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Provokes me to a fmile. 'With eye aflcance, 
I view the mufcular proportion'd limb. 
Transformed to a lean (hank. The ihapelefs pair» 
As thef'de^n'd to mock me, at mj fide. 
Take Hep for ftep, and as I near approach 
The cottage, walk along the plaifter'd wall, 
Prepoft'rous fight 1 the legs without the maa. 
The verdure of the .plam li^s buried *deep 
Beneath the dazzling deluge, and the benti^ 
And coarfer grafs upfpearing n'er the reft. 
Of late unfightly and unfetny now fhine 
Confpicuous, and in bright apparel clad, 
And fiedg'd with icy feathers, nod fuperb. 
The cattle mourn in corners, where the fence 
Screens them, and- feetn' half' petrified to fleep 
In unrecumbent fadnefs. There they wait 
Their wonted fodder, not like hungering man, . 
Tretful, if ^unfupiplied, "^but filent, meek, , 
And patient of ^the (low.^pac'd Twain 's delay* 
He from the flack-canres-out-th' accuitom'd load» 
Deep plunging, and again, deep plunging oft. 
His broad keen knife into the folid mafs. 
Smooth as* a wall, the upright remnant ftaods. 
With fuch undeviating and even force, 
He fevers it away. No nccdlefs care, 
X.eft ftorms (hould overfet the leaning pile 
X)eciduou8, or its own unbalanced weight. 
Porth goes the woodman, leaving unconcem'-d. 
The cheerful haunts of. man, to wield the axe. 
And drive the wedge in yonder fbreft drear, 
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: From ikioni to eve^ hu folMiry ta/lc. 
Shaggy, and lean, and /hrewd, with pointed car«f 
And tailxropt (hort, half lurcher^ and i^alf cur. 
Hit dog attends him. Clofe.bebind his. bed. 
Now creeps he flow, and now with many a frifk^ 
Wide-fcamperiiig'^ftiatches up the drifted fnow, 
J^ith iv'ry teeth, or ploughs it with his fnout ; 
Then (hakes his powdet'd coat, and barks for joy* 
Heedlefs> of all his pranks, the fturdy cborl. 
Moves right toward the mark* Nor ftops for aught. 
But now and then, with prefiure of his .thumb, 
T' adjuft the fragrant charge of a fhort tube. 
That fumes beneath his nofe. The trailing cloud. 
Streams far behind him, fceotiog all the air. 
Now from the4X)oft, or from the neighb'ring pale, 
"Where diligenl' to catch the firil faint gleam 
Of*- fmiling day, they goflipp'd Mt by fide, 
Come trooping 'at the houfewife's well-known caU, 
The feather'd tribes domeftic. 'Half on wing. 
And half on foot, they bru(h the fleecy flood, 
Cofifcious, and fearful of too deep a plunge. 
The fparrows peep, and quit the flielt'ring eares, 
To fei^ethe fair oceaflon. Well they eye 
The fcatter'd grain, and ^hieviflily rcfolv'd, 
T' efcape th' impending famine^ often feared. 
As oft return, a pert voracious kind. 
Clean riddance quickly made, one only care 
Remains to each, the fearch of funny nooL 
Or flied vnpervious to the blaft. Refign!d 
;To iad necefiity, the cock foregoes 

R His 
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HU wonted ftruti aiidi*wadiiig at their head^ 

With weU-doii£der'd fteps, feemi to refent 

His dter'd gait, and ftatelinefs retrench^* 

How find the myriads^ that in. fummer ckeer 

The hilli and vallica with their ccafeleft fpiigSy 

Due Atfteaance, or where fubfift thej now ? «. 

Earth yields them nought: the imprifon'd worm iz fiife» 

Beneath the fvoaen clod $ aU feeds of herbs 

Lie covered dofe, and berry-bearing thorns. 

That feed the thruih, (whatever fomc fuppofe) 

A£Ford the fmaller mtnftrels nu fupjdy* 

The long protrafted r^r of the year» 

Thins all their numerous flocks. In chinks and hoiet^ 

Ten thoufand feek an uamolefted end. 

As inflrnd prompts^ fclf bury'd ere they die* 

The very rooks and daws forfake the fields. 

Where neither grub, nor root, nor earth-nut now 

Repays their labor more ; and perched aloft 

By the way.fide, or ftalking in the path. 

Lean penfioners upon the traveller's track, 

Pick up their naufeous dole, though fweet to thea^ 

Of voided pulfe, or half digefled grain 

The {(reams are loft» amid the fplendid blank. 

Overwhelming all diftin6lion. Qn the floods 

Indurated and fixt, the fnowy weight 

Lies undiifolv'd, while filently beneath. 

And unperceiv d, the current fteals away. 

Not fo, where fcomful of a check, it leaps 

The mill-dam, daflics on the reftlefs wheel. 

And wantons in the pebbly gulph below. 

' Ne 



The Winter Morning Walk. 123 

Nd froft can bind It there. lu utmoft forcc^ 
Can but arreft the light and fmoky mift^ 
That in its fall the liquid (heet throwf wide. 
And fee where it hat hung th' embroidered baaka 
With forms fo various, that no pow'rs of art. 
The pencil or the pen, may trace the fcene ! 
Here glittering turrets rife, upbearing high 
(Fantaftic mifarrangement) on the roof, 
Large .growth of what may feem the fparUing treoii 
And fhrubs of fairy land. The chryilal drops. 
That trickle down the branches, fall congeaPd, 
Shoot into piUart of pellucid lengthy 
And prop the pile they but adorn *d before. 
Here grotto within grotto fafe defiiCs 
The fun bcaoS. There embofs'd and fretted wild, , 
The growing wonder takes a thoufand fhapcc 
Capricious, in which fancy feeks in vain. 
The likeneCs of fome obje£i feen before. 
Thus nature works as if to mock at art> 
And in defiance of her rival pow'rs ; 
By thefe fortuitous and random ftrokes^ . 
Performing fuch inimitable feats, . 
As flie with all her rules can never reach. 
Lefs worthy of applaufc, though more adnjiir'd, . 
Becaufe a novelty, the work of man. 
Imperial miflrefs of the fur-clad Rufs ! 
Thy mod magnificent and mighty freak, 
The wonder of the North. No forcft fell 
When thou would'ft build 5 no quarry fcntits ftorc» 
T^jcnrich thy walls. But thou didll hew the floodst 

RZ : And 
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And make thy marble of the glafly warci^ 

In fuch a palace Arillaeus found 

Cyrcnc^ when he bore the plainti? e talc. 

Of hfs loft bees, to htr maternal ear. 

In fuch a palace poetry might place, 

The armoury of winter, where hta- troops, 

The gloomy clouds find vrcapons, arrowy fleet * 

Skin-piercing vQlley, blofrom-bruifing hail. 

And fnow,. that often blinds the trav'ller's courfe^-. 

And wraps him in im unexpeded tomb.; 

Silently, as a dream, the fabric rofe." 

No found of hammer, or of faw was there. - 

Ice upon ice, the welf-adjafted parts 

Wer^e, foon conjoin'd, nor other cement^ afk'd, » 

Than water intcrfus'd to make them one. 

Lamps gracefully difpos^d, and of all hue^i 

Illumin'd ev'ry fide, A wat'ry Kght 

Gleam'd through the. dear tranfparency, that fecm'd ; 

Another moon new-rifen, or meteor fall*n 

From heav'n to eart^, of lambent flame ferene* 

So flood the brittle prodigy, though fmooth 

And flipp'ry the materials, yet froft-bound 

Firm ai. a. rock. Nor wanted. aught withiiiy 

That royal refidence might well befit, 

For grandeur ox forufitf. Long wavy wreaths . 

Of flow'rs that fear'd no enemy but warmth, 

Blufli'd on the pannels. . Mirrour. needed none, ^ 

Where all was vitreous, but in order due 

Convivial table, and commodious feat) 

(What fecm'dat Itaft commodious feat) were there* 
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Sofa, and couch, and high-built throne augufb. 

The fame lubricity wa« foand in all; 

And all was mot ft to the warm touch, a fceoe 

Of evanefcent glory, once a ftreamy 

And foon to Aide into -a ftream again* 

Alas ! 'twas but a mortifying (Iroke 

Of undefignM feverity^ that-glanc'd, 

(Made by a monarch) on her own eftate. 

On human grandeur, and the courts of kthgi^-. 

*Twas tranfient in its nature, as In (how 

*Twas durable. As worthlefs as it feem'd-- 

Intrinficall)^ precious. To the foot 

Treacherous and falfe, it fmil'd, and it wat cold.' 

Great princes have great play-things. Some have 
At hewing mountains into meuj and fome, - (play*d^ 
At building human wonders- mountain high. 
Some have amus'd the dtill^ fiid years of life^ 
X^ife fpent in indolence, and therefore fad,' 
"With fchemes of monumental lame, and fou^t 
By pyramids, and maufolsKan pomp, 
Short liv'd themfelves, t' immortalize their bbnct* 
Some fefek divcrfion In the tented field, ' 
And make the forrows of mankind their fport; 
But war's a game, which were their fubje^s vrife^ 
Kings (hpuld not play at. Nations would do well " 
T' extort their truncheons from the puny hands 
Qf heroes, whofe infirm and baby minds 
At- gratify'd with mifchief, and who fpoil, 
Sij^cauifc men fufi^r it^ their toy the world.\ 

Whct^^ 
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When Babel was confounded , and the great'' 
Confed'racy of projed^ors wild and vain^ 
Was fplit into divcrfitj of tongues^ 
Then, as a (hepherd feparates his flocky 
Thefe to the upland, to the valley thofe, 
God drare afunder, and aiCgn'd their lot 
To all the nations. Ample waa the boon 
He gave them, in its diftribution fair 
And equal, and he bade them dwell in peace. 
Peace was awbik their care. They ploogb'd and fow*4# 
And reap'd their plenty without grudge or ftrife. 
Sut violence can never longer ileep 
Than- human piflions pleafe. In ev'ry heart 
Are fown the fparks that kindle £ery war, 
Occafion needa but fan them, and tbey blaze* 
Cain had already (bed a brother'a blood ; 
The deluge wafh'd it out ; bnt left unquencb'A . 
The feeds of murther in the breaft.of man* 
Soon, by a righteous judgment, in the line 
Of his. defending progeny was found» 
The firft artificer of death ; the flirewd 
Contrivfir^ who firft fweated at the forge. 
And forc*d the blunt, and yet unblooded fteel^ \ 
To a keen edge, and made it bright for war. 
Him Tubal nam'd, the Vulcan of old times. 
The fword and faulchion their inventer claim* 
And the firft fmith was the firft murderer's fon. 
His art furviv'd the waters ; and ere long. 
When man was multiplied, and fpread abroad, ' . 
In tribes and cUnt, and had begun to .call| 

Thefe 
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Thefe meadows^ and that range of liilh llis own> 

The tailed fweets of property begat 

Defire of more ; and induflry in fome, - 

To improTc and cultivate their juft demefae» 

Made others covet what they faw fo fair. 

Thus wars began oa earth. Thefe fought for fpoil* 

And thofe in felf-defence. Savage at firft. 

The onfet) and irregular. At length 

One eminent above the rdl* for ftrengtb^ 

For ftratagem or cour»gtf> or for all. 

Was chofen leader. Him they fervM in insr^ 

And him in peace, for fake of warlike deeds 

Rev*renc'd no kfs. Who could with him compare t 

Or who fo worthy to controvl themfelves^ 

As he whofe prowt(s had fubdu'd their foes i 

Thus war affb'rdiap field for the difphy 

Of virtue, m^e one chief, whom times of peacv^ 

Which l^ve their exigencies too, and call 

For (kill in government, at length made king. 

King was a name too proud for man to weart 

With modefty and meeknefs^ and the crowa* 

So dazzling in their ryes who fet it on, 

Was fure t' intoxicate the brows it boimd. 

It is thc-abjcd property of moft. 

That being parcel of the common mafs. 

And deftitute of means to raife themCelvct, 

They fink and fettle lower than they need. 

They know not what it is to feel within, 

A comprehenfive faculty that grafps 

Chreat purpofes with cafe, tial turns and weilds, 

Almdft 
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Almoft without an cfTort, «pkns too vaft 
For their conception, which they cannot mo>re« 
Confcious of impotence they foon grow dmai; < 

With gazing, when they fee an able man. 
Step forth to notice ; and befotted thus. 
Build htm a pedeftal, and fay, ftand there. 
And be our admiration,* and our praife. 
They roll themfelres before him in. the dufi. 
Then moft defenring in their own account. 
When moft extravagant in his applaufe. 
As if exalting him they rais'd themfelyes. 
Thus by degrees felf-cheated of their found 
And fober judgment, that he is but man. 
They demi-deify and fume him fo, 
That in due feafon he forgets it too. 
Inflated and aftrut with felf-conceit 
He gulps the windy diet, and ere long 
Adopting their miftake, profoundly thinks 
The world was -made in vain, -if not for him. 
Thenceforth they are his cattle. Drudges bofa 
To bear his burthens, drawing in his gears, 
An(} fweating in his fervice. His caprice 
Becomes the foul that animates them all. 
He deems a thoufand or ten thoufand lives 
Spent in the purchafe of renown for him 
An eafy reckoning, and they think the fame. 
Thus kings were fird invented, «nd thus kings 
Were burnifh'd into heroes, and became 
The arbiters of this terraqueous fwanip, 
.ftorks among frogs, that- have but croak'd and'died* 

Strange 
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'SiraBgf , ^t fuch Mlj u lift* bldaUd matt 
To einifleR<;c, fit only f^r » 6ofI» 
fihould ever drivel out of huma^ lipt , 
Ev'n in the cradled weaknefs of the wodd I 
Still ftranger much» thsit when at length mankiiid 
Had reach'd the fipewy firmnefs of their yoiitht 
And could difcrinunate» ajidaiguc well. 
On fubje6it more myfterious* they were yet 
Sabet in the caufe of freedom, and (hould fear 
And quake, beCDic the Goda themfelres had made. 
3ut above mcafure ftxmiige, that Betther pr^of 
Of fad ezpericncey -nor examples fet 
By fomc, whofe patriot virtue hat prcTail'4» 
Can even now, when they are grown fsoAurt 
In wifdom, and with philotophi^ deepi. 
Familiar,- fervc t' emancipate the reft 1 
Such dupes are fnen to cuftom, and fo proqe 
To revVence what is ancient, and can ^eadf 
A courfe of long obferyance for its ufc^ 
That evea feiritude, the worft of ills, 
Becaufe, deliver'd -dpwn from fire to fon» 
Is kept and guarded as a facred thiag. 
But is it fit, or can it bear the (hock 
Of rational difcuffion, that a map. 
Compounded and made up, like other men* 
Of elements tumultuous, in whom lufk 
And folly in as ample mea&re meet. 
As in the bofoms of the (laves he rules. 
Should be a defpot abfolute, and boaft 
Himfelf the only freeman of his land i 

S Should, 
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Should^ when he plcafes, and on whom he will. 

Wage war, with any, or with no pfctencc 

Of provocation giv'n, or wrong fuftain'd, . 

And force the beggarl^^ laft doit, by mesins / 

That his'own humour did^atei^ from the clutdi 

Of poverty, that thus he may procure 

His thoufands, weary of pcniirious life^ 

A fplendid opportunity to die ? 

Say ye, who (with lefs prudence than of old, 

Jotham afcrib'd to his aflembled trees 

In politic convention) put your triift 

I* th' fhadow of a bramble, aiid rcclin'd 

In fancied peace beneath bis dangVous brandi, 

Rejoice in him, ^and celebrate his fway, 

Where find ye paffive fortitude? Whence fprings, 

Your felf-denying zeal, that holds it good 

To ftroke the prickly grievance, and to hang " 

His thorns with -ftreamers of continual praifc? 

We too are friends to loyalty. We love 

The king who love» the law ; rcfpe£ks his bounds. 

And reigns content within them. Him we fervc 

Freely, and with delight, who leaves us free. ' 

But recolleding ftill that he is man, 

We truft him not too far. King, though he l^c, 

And king. in England too, he may be weak, 

And vain enough to be ambitious ftill. 

May exercife amifs his proper powr's, 

Or covet more than freemen chufe to grant : 

Beyond that mark is treafon. He is ours, 

T' iidminiftcr, . to gjiard, t' adorn the flate, 

] But 
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But not to warp or chiage it. Wc arc his, . 
To fcrvc him nobly in the common caufc, . 
Tfue to the death, but not to be his Haves. 
Kark now the difference, ye that boaft your love 
Of kjngs, between your loyalty* and ours.- 
We love the man. The paultry pageant you. 
We, the. chief patron of the commonwealth ; 
You, the regardlefs author of its woes. 
We, for the fake of liberty, a king ; . 
You, chains and bondage for a tyrant's fake* 
Our love is principle, and has its root 
In reaiba, is ju<liciott.8> manly, free. 
Yours, a blind inftind^ crouches to the rod. 
And licka the foot that treads it in the dud* 
Were kiagfhip a^traietreafure as it feems. 
Sterling, and worthy of a wife man's wiih> 
I woul4 not be a king to be belov'd 
Caufelefs, and daub'd with undifcerning praife, •. 
Where love is mere attachment to the throne^.. 
Not to the man who fills it as he ought* 

Wkofe freedom is by fufF*rance| and^at witt s 
Of a fuperior, he is never free. 
Who lives, and is not weary of a life 
HxposM to manacles, deferves them well. 
The ftate that ftrivcs for liberty, though foiPd, 
And forc'd t' abandon what (he bravely fought^ . 
Deferves at lead applaufe for her attempt. 
And pity .for her lofs* But that's a caufe. 
Not often unfuccefsfol | pow'r ufurp'd* , 

S a If 
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li wcaknefs, when opposed ; confei&us of wrong , ' 

'Ti8 puiillanimousy and prone to flig^ht. 

But flaTCSy that oncv conceire tbe glowing thoagtC 

Of freedom, in that hope itfelf poflcfii 

All that the conteil calls for ; fpir it» ftrefi|;th. 

The fcom of danger, and united hetfrt*. 

The fureft prefagc of the goiod thej feck *. 

Then (hame to itianhood, and oppirobrioos mora 
To France, than all her l&!ft$ aftfd defeitg^ 
Old, ,or of later date, by fea or laiidy 
Her houfe of bondage worfe than thai of old. 
Which God ateng'd on Phanrob-^the Baftile. 
Ye horrid tow'rs, th' abode of broken beartty 
Ye dungeong, and ye caget of defpiir, 
That monareht have fupply'd from age to age^ 
With mufic, fuch aa fuits their fof*reign ean. 
The fighs and groan« of ntiferable men ! 
There's not an EngHih heart that would not leap^ 
To hear that ye were hXi'm at laft, -to kao#^ 
That ev*n our enemies, fo oft employ'd 
In forging chains for as, themfelves Were free. 
For he that Talues liberty, con£nct 

Hit 

■ * * 

♦ ne auihr hpes that hejhall fiot Be etnfurtd fir 
nnnecejfary nvarmth upon fi inttrefting a fubje^, Ht 
is anuare that it is bcc$me almofl fajhionahk toftigma^ 
tize fuch fentiineHts as 'no better than empty dtdaman 

tion. But it h an iiifimptenh •nd peoukttr 4$ ptoder)!^ 
times* 
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His zeal for her predominance wklifH- 

N3 narrow bounds ; her caufe engages him 

Wilcrcycr pleaded. 'Tw the c«»fe of man. 

There dwell the moft forlorn of human kind 

lamur'd, though unaccus'd, condemned uiitried^'\ - 

Cruelly fpar'dy and hopelefs of efcape* 

There* like the TiHonary emblem feea ^ 

By him of Babylon, life fUnds a ftttmp» 

And filletted about wifeh hoops of bra(8, 

Still livesr though all k« pleaiknt boughs are gote»^ 

To count the hour-b^, and expe6fc no chaa|(e | 

And ever as thefuUcn found is heard. 

Still to refle£l> that though a joylefs notCf 

To him whofe* moments afl hare one dull pMCj^ .. 

Ten thoufand i^Ter» in thct world at large 

Account it mufic^; that it^-fummons fom^ 

To thcatret or jocund feaft, or ball | 

The weaned hireliag finds it a rdea&f 

Trom^bboTy and^he lover, that has chid 

Its long delay « feek "eVry welcome ftroke * 

Upon his heart-ftHngs trembling with deIiglitM«- - 

To fly for re&ge from dtftraAing thoughts, 

Tb fuch amufements as ingenious woe 

Contrives, hard-thifcing and without her tools—* - 

To read: engraren on the mouldy :waUs, 

In ifbiggring types, his prcdeceflo^s tale# 

A fad memori^, and fubjoin his owa— » 

To turn purveyor to an overgorg'd 

And bloated fpider, till the pampered peft 

Is made familiar^ watcbea hit apprpaehj 

Comet 
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Comei at his call, and ferfcs him for a fricnd^-^- 

To wear .out time in numb'riag to and fro. 

The dudii that thick embofs hrs iron door. 

Then downward, and then upward, then afiant, 

An4;thcn alternate, with a (ickly hope. 

By ^int of change,^to give his taitelefs taik 

Some relifh, till the fum exadly found 

In all dire^ons, he .begins again— 

Oh comforfclefs cxiftence ! heaimM around • 

With woesi which who, that fuffers, would not kned 

And beg for exile, or the paags of death ? 

That man (hould thus encroach on fellow man, • 

Abridge him of his juft and native rights, 

Eradicate him, tear him from his hold 

Upon th' endearments of domeftic life, - 

And focial^nip his fruitihdnefs and ufei^ 

And doom him for, perhaps, an heedlefs word', ' 

To barreiuiefs, and folitude, and tears. 

Moves iadigiiatioB, Makes the nane of king,' 

(Of king,' whom fuch prerogative can pleafe) . 

As dreadful as the Manichean God, 

Ador'd through fear, ftrong only to defiroy. 

*Ti« liberty alone that gives the flow'r 
Of fleeting life its luftre and perfume, 
And we are weeds without it. All conftraiat, ■ 
Except what wifdom lays on evil men. 
Is evil ; hurts the faculties, impedes 
Their progrcfs in the road of fcience ; blinds ' 
The eyefight of difcov'ry, and bcgett 
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' In thofc that fiifFer it, a fordid mind 

Beftial, a meagre intclleft, unfit 

To be the tenant of man's noble form. 

Thee,' therefore ftill, blame-worthy as thou art, 

3Vith all thy lofs of empire, and though fqueez^d 

By public exigence, 'till annual food 

Faili for thc-craving hunger of the ftatc. 

Thee, I account ftill happy, and the chief 

Among the nations, feeing thou are free ! 

My-natite nook of earth ! thy clime is rude* 

deplete with Tapours, afld difpofes much 

All hearts to fadnefs, and none more than mine ; 

Thine anadult'rate manners are lc& foft 

And plaufible" than focial life requires, 

And thou haft need of difciplinc and art. 

To give thee what politer France recciycs 

From Nature's bounty^— 4hat humane addrcfi 

And fweetnefs, without which no pleafure it 

In conyierCe, either ftarv'd by cold rcferve. 

Or flufh'd with fierce difpute, « /enfeleft brawl j 

Yet being free, I love thee. F-or the fake 
- Of that one feature, can ht well content, ^ 

Difgrac'd as thou haft been, poor as thou art. 

To feek no fublunary reft befidc. 

But once enflay'd, farewell ! I could endure 

Chains no where patiently, and chains at hom^y 

Where I am free by birthright, not at all. 

Then what were kft of roughncfs in the graim 
^ Of Britifli natures, wanting Jtscxcufe, 

That- it belongs to freemen^ -would -difguft . 

' And 



>■ 
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And fliock me. I iliould t^cn, with double p?dnp 
Feel all the rigour of thy fickle clime. 
And, if I muft bewail the bkffing loft. 
For wkich our Hampdens and our Sidneys Ued^ 
I would at lead bewail it under Aciet 
Milder, among a people lefs auftere. 
In fcenes which, having never knows me free. 
Would not reproach toe with the Ipiii I felu 
V X)o I forebode ipppilible events,. 
And treokUc at vain dreaips? Heaii^n gi;^||t I m^fj 
But th' age of «irtuo^ politics is pail. 
And we art detp ia:t]^ qi cold prjetence* 
JPatriots are grown too O^sewd to be fincere, 
And we too wife to trpft them« He thiat taket 
Deep in his folt credulity the flamp, 
Defign'd by loud deolaimers.on the past 
Of liberty, themfelves the flavcs of luft^ 
Incurs derifion for bts eafy faith, 
And lack of knowledge, and with caufe enouj^ 
For when was public virtue to be found, 
Where private was not ? C«n he love the whofe 
Who loves no part ? be be a nation's friend, 
* Who is^ in truth, the friend :pf no man there j 
Can he be ftrenuous.in bis country's caufe. 
Who flights the charities for whofe d^r fakc 
That country, if at all, muft.be belov'd? 

'Tis therefore, fober and good men are fad 
For England's glory, feeing it wax pale 
^ And fickly, while her champions wear their hearts 

So 
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Soloofc to pmate'diityV that no brain, 
Healthful^ and undifturb'd ^by .fa6^ioui fumeiy 
Can dream them trufty to thegen'ral weal. 
Such were not they^ of old, whofe tempered bladet 
J)\(pen*d the (hackles of ufurp'd controul, 
And kew'd them link from link. Then Albion's font^ 
Were fona indeed. They felt a filial heart 
Beat high within them, at a mother's wrongs. 
And ihining each in his domeftic fphere, 

- SUone brrght^r ftiU, once caH'd to public tiew. 
'Tis therefore, many whofe fequefter*d lot 

- Forbids their interference, looking 'o». 
Anticipate perforce fome dire event ; 

- And feeing the old caftle of tht ftate, 

That promised once more firmnefs, fo aflati*d. 

That all its tempeft4>eateii turrets /hake, <, 

Stand motionlefs expedants of its fall. 
' All has icit-date below. The fotal hour 

Wat regifter*d in heaven ere time began. 

We turn to duft-, and all our mightieft works 
•^ Die too. ^The deep fbondations that we lay. 

Time plough»thcm up, -and not a trace remains, 
' We build with what we deem eternal rock, 

A diftant age afks where the fabric flood. 

And in the duft, fifted and fearch'd in vain. 

The undifcoverable fecret'flecps. 

But there is yet a liberty tihftmg 
' By poets, and by fenators unprais'd, 

Which monarchs cannot grant, nor all th6 powers 
*♦ Of earth and bell confederate take away; 

T A liberty. 
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A liberty, which pcrfecution, fraud, 

OpprefiLon, prifoasi have no power to bind. 
Which, wbofo tades, can be eoilav'd no more* 
*Ti» liberty of he^rt, dcriy'd from heav'n. 
Bought with HIS blood, who gave it to naaakiodf 
And feal'd with thf? fame token. It is held 
By charter, and that charter fanflion'd fiire. 
By th' unimpeafbable and awful oath. 
And promife of a God. His other gifts 
All bear the royal &aw!p that fpeaks th^m hisf . 
And are auguft, but this tranfcendt them ^Q, 
His other works, this viiible dtfplay 
Of all-creating energy and might, 
Are grand, no doub(, and worthy of thfC word> 
That finding an interminable fpace 
Unoccupy'd* has fiU'd-the void fo well» 
And made fo fparkling, what was dark before. 
But thefe are not hit glory* Man, 'tis tnup, 
Smit with the beauty of fo fair a fcene. 
Might wcU fuppofe th* artificer Divine 
Meant it eternal, had be' not himfelf 
Pronounc'd it tranfient, glorious as it-ify 
And flill defigning a more glorious far, 
Doom'd it, as infufficient for his praife* 
Thefe therefore are occafional, and paft. 
Form'd for the confutation of the foclf 
Whofe lying heart difputes againfl a God, 
That office ferv'd, they muft be fwcpt away. 
Not fo the labours of his love. They fhinc 
In other heav'ns than, thefe that we behold. 
And fade not. There i^ paradife that fear< 

No 
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No forfeiture, and of its fraitSy fae fends 

JLarge prclibatiofi oft to faints below. 

Of thcfc the firft in order, and the pledge* 

And confident afiuranee of the reft. 

Is liberty. A fiig^ht into his armsp 

Ere yet mortality's fine threads give way, 

A clear efeape from tyraiinizifig luft. 

And full immunity from penal woe. 

Chains are the portion of rev6ked man, 
Stripes « and a dungeon ; and his body fenre* 
The triple purpofe. In that fickly, foul« 
Opprobrious refidence, he finds them alL 
Propenfe his heart to idols, he is held 
In filly dotage on created things, 
Carelefs of their Cfeator. And that low, 
And fordid gravitation of his pow*r8 
To a rile clod, fo draws hjm, with fuch force, 
Refifllefa from' the center he fhould feek, 
That he at Jafi: forgets it^ All his hopes 
Tend downward, his ambition is to fink, 
To reach a depth profoundet ftill, and ftiH 
Profounder, in the fathomlefs abyfs 
Of folly, plunging in purfuit of death. 
Uut ere he gaiii the comfortlefs repofe 
He feeks, an acquiefcence of his foul 
In heav^n-rcnouncing exile, he endures-— 
What does he not ? from lufts oppos'd in vain^ 
And felf- reproaching confcience. He forefeet 
The fatal iffue to his health, fime, peace, 
Fortune, and dignity i the lofs of aU 

T z Thtl 
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That can ennoble man, and make fiaU life,.. 

Short as it is, fiipportaUe. SuU worfe. 

Far worfe than all the plagnct with which hit fiat - 

Infed his happic ft moments, be forebodes 

Ages of hapelcfs mifciy. Fature death, 

And death ftUl future. Not an hafty-ftroke 

Like that which fends him to the duftj- gnfCp 

But unrepealable enduring death. 

Scri pture is ftill a trumpet to his fears ; 

What none .can prove a fprg'ry, may be true,. 

What none but bad nacn wifh exploded, muft. 

That fcruple checks, him. Riot is not loud. 

Nor drunk enough to drown it. In the midft .. 

Of laughter his compundions are iincere. 

And he abhors the jeft by which he (hines* 

RemoVfc begets reform.. His mafter-luft 

FaJls firft before his refolute rebuke. 

And fccms dethroned and vanqui/hU Peace cnfucg, * 

But fpurious and fhort li<d, the ,puny chUd, 

Of felf-copgratulating pride, begot 

On fancy'd luRo^ence. Again he falls, 

And fights again ; but finds his befl effay, 

A prcfagc ominous, portending ftiU 

Its own difhonor, by a worfe rel^pfe. 

Till Nature, unavailing nature foil'd ., 

So oft, and wearied in the vain attempt,.- 

Scoffs at her own performance. Reafon now 

Takes part with appetite, and pleads the caufe,. 

Perverfcly, which of late fhe fo condemn'd ; 

With (hallow (hifts and old devices, worn 

And tatter'd in the fervice of debauch, 

CovVing his (hamc fronrhis offended fight. 

« Hath 
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<' Hath God indeed g^iVn appetites to man, 
'^^nd ftpr'dthe earth fo plenteoufly with meant • 
** To jpratify the hunger of hit wifh, 
** And doth he reprohate^ and w91 he damir - . 
•* The ufc of hit own bounty? making-- firft ' 
** So frail a kind, and then ena6^ing laws 
" Saftria, that Icfi than pcrfcA muft defpair? # 
•* Falfehood ! which, whofo but fufped^s of truths ' ^ 
** Dilhonours God, and . maket a (lave of man. 
•« Do they themfelTCs^ who undertake for hire, 
•« The: te*cher't ofBcf ; and difpenfe at large, 
** Their weekly dole of edifying ftratns, 
" Attend to their own mufic? have they faith • 
** In what with Xuch folemnity of tone 
<* And gefture, they propound to our belief? 
<• Nay— conduft hath thejoudeft tongue. The toicc 
** Is bttt an inftrument, on which the prieft 
^* May play what tune he pleafes. In the deed^ 
** The unequivocal authentic deed, 
** We find found wgument^ we reaJ the heart." 

Such reas'nings, (if that -name muft needs belong ^ 
T' excufes, in which reafon has no part) 
Serve to compofe a fpirit well inclinM, 
Tojliyc on terms of amity with vice, . 
And fin without difturbance. Often urg'di ' 
(As often as. libidinous difcourfe 
Exhauftcd, he reforts to folemn themes, 
Of theological and grave import) 
They gain at laft his unrefervM aflent. 
Till hardened hit heart's temper in the forge 

Of 
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Of luft, and on the tnvjl of dcfpafr, 

He Htghts the ftrokes of confctence. Nothing morctp 

Or nothing mtach, hit conftancy in ill ; 

Vain tampering: has but fofter'd his difeafey 

'Tis defp'rate, and he ileept the deep of death. 

HaRx now, philofopher, and fet him free. 

Charm the deaf ferpent wifely. Make him hear 

Of reditude and fitnefs ; moral trudi 

How lovely, and the miiral fenfe how fure, 

Confubed and obey'd, to guide hii ftcps 

Direaiy to the FIRST AND ONLY FAIR. 

Spare not in fuch a caufe. Spend all the pow'rs 

Of rant and rhapfody, in virtue's praife, 

.Be mod fublimely good, verbofely grand. 

And with poetic trappings gract thy profe. 

Till it' out-mantle all the pride of verfe. — 

Ah, tinkling cymbal, and high-founding brai% 

Smitten in vain! fuch mufic cannot charm 

Th' eclipfe that intercepts truth's heav'nly beam^ 

And chills, and darkens a wide wand'ring foul. 

The ftill fmall voice is wanted. He muft fpeak, 

Whofe word leaps forth at once to its efFed, 

Who calls for things that are not, and they come. - 

Grace makes the flave a freeman. 'Tis a change. 
That turns to ridicule the turgid fpeech. 
And ftately tone of moralifls) whtt boaft. 
As if like him of fabulous renown. 
They had indeed ability to fmooth 
The (hag of favage nature, and were each 
An Orpheus^ and omaipoteat in fvog. 

But 
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' But transformatiofi of apoftate mati 
From fool to jivife, fro<n earthly to divine, 
Is work for Him that made him. He alonCy 

JVnd he, hj means, in philofophic eyes * 
TriTial, and worthy of difddin, atcbiever 
The wonder ; humanizing what is brute 
In the loft kind, extrading from the lips 
Of afpi, their venom, overpowering ftrength 

>. By weaknefs, and hoflility by love. 

Patriots have toiPd, and in their country's caufe' 
" Bled nobly, and their 4eed», as -they deferve. 
Receive proud recompenfc. Wc give in charge 
Their names to the fwcet lyre. Th' hiftoric mufe, 
■Proud of the treafure^ marches with it down 
To lateft times ; and fculpture, in her turn, 
' Gives bond in ftone, and erer-during brafe. 

To guard them, and t' immortalize her truft. 
'But fairer wreaths are due, though never paid^ 
To thofe who pofted at the fhrin^ of truth, 
Have fall'n in her defeuce. A patriot's blood. 
Well fpent in fuch a ftrife, " may earn indeed^ 
And for a time, infure to his lov'd land, 
The fweets of liberty, and equal laws; 
■ But martyrs ftruggle for a brighter prize. 

And win it with more pain. Their blood is (htd 
' In confirmation of the nobleft claim, 
^ Our. claim to feed upon immortal truth. 
To walk with God, to be divinely free. 
To foar, and to anticipate the flcics. 
Yet few remember them. They liv'd unknown. 

Till 
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Till pcrfecution dragg'd them into fame, 
And chas'd them up to heaTen. Their aHies fi^w 
•»No marble teUt us whither. With their namet^ 
Ko bard embalms and fandlifies his fongy 
And Hiftopfy fo warm on meaner themes,' 
Is cold on this. She execrates indeed, 
The tyranny^ that doom'd them to the fire, 
But givefl the glorious fuff 'rets Uttle praife. * 

He is the freeman whom the truth makes free. 
Am) all are (laves befide, There*8 not a chain 
That hellifti foes confed'rate for his harm 
Can wind around him^ but he cafts it off 
Withms much eaic as Samfon his green wyths* 
He looks abroad into the Yaried field 
Of Nature, and though poor, perhaps, compared 
With thofe ^hofe manfions glitter in his fight. 
Calls the delightful fcen'ry all his own. 
HiB are the mountains, and the vallierhis, 
And the refplendcnt rivers. * His t' enjey, 
With ft propriety that itone- can f«cl, 
But whoj with filial confidence iufpVd, 
Can lift to heav'n an unprefumptuous eye, 
And fmiling, fay — My father made them all. 
Are they not his by a peculiar right, 
And^'by an emphafis of int'rcft his, 
Whofc eye they fill with tear?, of holy joy, 
Whofe heart with pralfc, and whofe exalted mind. 
With worthy thoughts of that unwearied love 
That plann'd,- and built, and ftill uphdds a vwrld 

^ 'So 
' * See Hume. 
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So cloath^d with beauty, for rtbellioui man } 
Yes — 7c may fill yoar garners, ye that reap 
The loaded foil, and ye may wafte much good^ 
In fcnfelcfs riot ; but ye will not find 
In feaft, or in the chace, in foog or dance, 
A liberty like his, who uBimpeach'd 
'^ Of ufurpation, and to no man's wrongs 
Appropriates nature as his father^s work. 
And has a richer ufe of yours, than you* 

* He is indeed a freeman. Free by birth, 

^ Of no mean city, plann'd or ere the hilli 
' Were ba41t» the fountaina open'd, or the fea. 
With all his roaring 'multitude of Waires. 

* His freedom is the fame in ev'ry ftate, 
And np condition of this changeful Itfcf 
60 manifold in cares, whofe eVry day > 
Brings its own evil with it^ makes it Icff • 

' For He has wings that neither ficknefs, pain, 

Nor penury, catf cripple or confine, • 
' No n^ok fo narrow, but he fpreads them there 
'With eafc, and is at large. Th' opptcffor boldt 

His body bound, but knows not what a range 
' His fptrtt takes, unconfcious of a chain, 
" ' And that to bind him is a vain attempt, 
"' Whom pod delights in, and in whom he dwells. 

Acquaint thyfelf with God, if thou would'ft tafte 
His works. Admitted once to his embrace. 
Thou (halt perceive that thou waft blind before ; 
Thine eye ftiaU be inftruAed, and thine heart 

* Made pufe, fliall rielifti with divine delight, 

-U 'TiU 
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'Till then utifeltt what handt divine hare wrought. 
Brutes graze the mountain-top with faces proae^ 
And eyes intent upon the fcanty herb 
It yields them, or recumbent on its broWf 
Ruminate, heedlefs of the fcene outfpread 
Beneath, beyond, and ftretching far away. 
From inland regions to the diftant main. 
Man Tiews it, and admires, but refts content 
With what he views. The landfcape has his praife, 
But not its author. Unconcerned who formed 
The paradife he fees, he 6nds it fuch» 
And fucb well-pleas'd to -find it> aflcs no morp. 
Not fo the mind that has been touchM from heat'n, 
And in the fchool of facred wifdom taught 
To read his wonders, sn whofe thought the world. 
Fair as it is, exiiled <re it was. - 
Not for its own fake merely, but for bis. 
Much more, whofaihion'dit, h« givds ifpralfe; ' ^ 
Praife, that from earth refulting* arit <)ught| 
To earth's acknowledged fov'rcigO) finds at once 
Its only juft proprietor- in Him. 
The foul that fees himf 4>r receives fublim'd 
New facuUics» or learns at leaft t* employ . ' 

More worthily the pow'rs Hie own 'd before; 
Difcerhs in all things, with what fiupid gaze 
Of ignorance, till then, {he overlook 'd, 
A. ray df heavenly light gilding all forms 
Tcrreftrial, in the vaft, and the minute. 
The unambiguous footfteps of the G6d 
Who gives its luftre to an infed-Js wing, 
:And wheels his throne upon the rolling worlds. 

Miiidi 
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Muckconv^rftnt with hea^r'n, (he often boldi.. . 

With thofe fair roiniftcrt of light to man. 

That fill the fltiet nightly, with filent pomp, 

Sweet conference ; enquires what ftraini were -they, ' 

With which hea^'H rang, when er'ry ftar, in haftc 

To gratulatc the new-created earth. 

Sent forth a voice, and all the fons of God 

Shouted for joy.— '^ Tell me, ye (hining hoftr 

" That navigate, a fea that knows no ftorma 

** Beneath a vault unfullicd with a cloud, 

«« If from your elevation, whence ye view -- 

•• DIRInaiy, fcenes invifible to man, - 

«* And:fyftem8, of whofa birth no tidings yet- * 

•* Hqve reached this nether world, ye fpy a race 

«* Favor'd as our's, tranfgreffors from the womb, ^ 

♦< And hafting to a grave, yet doomed to rife, 

•' And to poflefs a brighter heav'n than. yours ? '- 

<« A« one who long detained on foreign (hores » 

•< Pants to return, and when he fees afer, 

<« His country's weathcr-bleach'd and battcr'd rocks, 

*• From the green wave emerging; darts an eye, 

" Radiaat with joy, towards the happy land; 

** So I with animated hopes behold, 

" And many an aching wifh, your beamy fires, 

" That .fliew like beacons in the blue abyfs, 

** Ordain'd to guide th* embodied fpirit home, ., 

** From toilfome life, to never-ending reft. 

'' Love kindles as I gaze. I feel defires, 

** That give aiTurance of their own fuccefs, 

^< And that infui»M from heav'n, muft thither tead.'^ 

r 4 s# 
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So reads he nature, whom the lamp, ot truth 
Illuminates. Thy lamp, myilcribus word J 
Which, whofo fees, no longer wanders loft, 
With intelleAs bemazM m endkiii doubt^ 
But runs the road of wifdom. Thou haft built. 
With means that were not, till by thee employed, 
Worlds that had nercr been, hadft tlwM^ inflrehgtk . , 
Been lefs, or Icfs benevolent than' ftrong. 
They are thy witneffes^ who fpeak thy pow'r . 
And goodnefs infinite, but fpcak in cars 
That hear ;iot, or receive not their report. 
In vain thy -creatures teftify of thee, 
'Till thou proclaim thyfclf. Theirs is indeed 
A teaching voice ; but 'tis the praife of thine. 
That whom it teaches, it makes prompt to lear%. ^ 
And, with the boon gives talents for itt ufe, 
'Till* thou art heard, imaginations vain 
Po%fs'the heart, and fables falfe as hell, ; 
Yet dccm'd oracular, lure down to death 
The unlnformM and heedlefs fouls of men. . 
We give to chance, blind chance^ ourfelyes as bliffdr .' 
The glory of thy work, which yet appears 
Pcrfe6l, and unimpeachable of blame. 
Challenging human fcrutiny, and prov'd 
Then (]<Ilful moft, when mgft feverely judg'd. 
But chance is not ; or is not wliere thou reign'ft r 
Thy providence, forbids that fickle powV, 
(If pow'r fhc be, that works but to confound) 
To mix her wild vagaries with thy laws. 
Yet thus we dote,, rcfufing, while we can, " 
Jnftruftlcn, and inventing to ourfclve* 

Godt, 
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Godly fuch at ipiilt makes welcame^ Gods that fleepy 

Or difregard. our follies^ or thai fit 

AmusM rpe<5lators of this buftltng ftage. 

Thee we rcje£l» uaaUe to abide 

Thy purity, 'till'pur^ as thou art pure. 

Made fuch by^tbec, we laygi thee /or that caufc - 

For which we (hunn'd and hated thee before. 

Then we are free : then liberty, like day, 

Breaks on the foul, and by a flaih from bear's^ 

Fires all the faculties with glorious joy. 

A voice is heard, that mortal ears hear not 

*Till thouhaft touch'd them; 'tis the voice of foog^ 

A loud Hofanna fent from .all thy works. 

Which he that hears it, with a fhout repeats. 

And adds his rapture to the gen'ral praife, 

la-that bleft nioment, nature throwing widC- 

Her veil opaque, difclofcs with a fmile 

The author of her i)eauties, who retir'd 

Behind his own creation, works unfeen 

By the impure, and hears his pow'r dcnyM. 

Thou art the fource and centre of all minds. 

Their only point of reft, eternal word ! 

From thee departing, they are loft and rove 

Atf-random, without honor, hope, or peace* 

From thee is all that fooths the life of man. 

His high endeavour, and his glad fucccfs, 

His ttrength to fufFcr, and his will to ferve. 

But oh, thou bounteous giver of all good, 

Thou art, of all thy gifts, thyfelf the crown ! 

Give what thou canft, without thee we are poor> 

And wIUi thee rich, take what thou wilt away. 

ARGU- 
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BOOK VI. 

Thi winter walk at NOdN. 

X H£ RE U in fouls a f7tti|Nith7 with fouDda# 
And a« the mind it pitcb'd, thtf ear U picas'd 
With xndtbg airs or martial^ t>ri(k'oV graT^« 
Some chord ki unifon with what wc hear 
Is touched within ust and the heart replies. 
How fdft the mufic of thofc village befe, * 
Fallings at intervals, upon the ear, 
In cadence fwcet ! now dying all away. 
Now pealing loud again, and louder dill. 
Clear and fonorous, as the gale comes on. 
With eafy" force it opens all the cells 
Where mem'rj flept. Wherever I hare heard 
A kindred mclodyi the fcene recurs, 

And 
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And with it all its pleafurti and its pains. 

Such comprchtnlivc views the fpirit takes, 

That in a few fliott moments I retrace, 

(As in a map the voyager his co^rfe) 

The windings of my way through many years. 

Short, as in rctrofpedl, the journey feemsn 

It feem'd not always (hort ; the rugged path. 

And profpedl, oft^ fo dreary and forlorn, 

Mov'd many a figh at its diftieart'ning length. 

Yet feeling prefcat cvils,;^ whil^ the., paft. 

Faintly imprefs the mind, or not at all. 

How readily we jrifji tiqic fpcnt reyokM, 

That we might try the ground again, where 6nce 

(Through inexperience, as we now perceive) 

We f^^sfd.tbut happinef^ we might have found. 

Some friend is gone, perhaps hift fon's bed friiend, 

A father, whofe authority, in (how, 

When moft feverc, and rowft!ring all its force. 

Was but the gp*aver countenance of love. 

Whofe favour, like the clouds of fprjng, might low'r^ 

And utter now and then an awful voice, 

But had a bleffing in its darkeft frown, 

Thrcat'ning at once, and nourifliing the pTiint* 

We lovM, biit not enough, the gentle hand 

That rear'd us. At a thoughtlefs age alluVd 

By ev'ry gilded folly, we renounced. 

His flielt'ring fide, and wilfully forewent 

That converfe which we now in vain regVet. 

How gladly would the man recall to life 

The boy's nfcglcded fire ! a tnother too. 

That 
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That Mter friend, pc»hap$ more gkdly ftill, 
Might he demand them at the gatet of death. 
Sorrow hafiy fmce they went, fuhdu'd and tattiM 
The playful humour, he could now ondure» 
(Himfelf grown fober in the ndeiiF tears) 
And feel a pareot'f prefence no reftraint. 

«' But not to underftand a treafure*« worth, 
^Till lime has ilol n away the flighted good» 

' la caufe of half the poverty we feel, 
And makes the world the wildemefs it is. 
The few th^t pray at all, pray oft amifa» 
-And fceking grace t' improve the price they hMp 

> Woidd urge a wifer foit, dian aflcing more. 

The night waa winter, in hw rougheft moodf 
' The morniDg (harp and clear. But now ataoon, 
^ UpoA the fouthem fide of the flant hills. 
And where thewoods fence off the northern blaft. 
The feafon fnuk»9 refiguing all its rage. 
And has the warmth of May. The vault is blue, 
"' Without a cloudy < and white, without a fpeck, 
The dazzling fplendour of the fcene below. 
Again, the harmony comes o*er the vale, 
. A«d through the trees I view th* embattl'd tow'r. 
Whence all the mufic. I again perceive 
The foothing influence of the wafted ftrains, 
And fettle, in foft mufings, as I tread 
The walk, dill verdant under oaks and elms, 
Whofe outfpread branches overarch the glade^ 
• The roof, though moveable, through all its length, 

X As 
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' As the wind fways it, has yet well fuffic'd^ 
And intercepting in their filent fall 
The frequent flakts, has kept a path for me. 
No noife is here, or none that hinders thought. 
The redbreaft warbles ftill, but is content 
With flender notes, and more than half fupprefs'd. 
Pleab'd with his folitude, and flitting light, 
From fpray to fpray, where'er he r:ll8, he (hakeSy 
From many a twig, the pendant drops o£ ice. 
That tinkle in the withered leaves below. 
Stillnefs, accompany'd with founds fo foft^ 
Charms snore than iiknce. Meditation here, 
May think down hours to moments. Here the heart. 
May give an ufeful leflbn to the. head, 
And learning, -wifer grow without hia books. 
Knowledge and wifdom, far from being one, 
Have oft-times no connexion. Knowledge dwells 
In heads replete with thoughts of other meui 
Wifdom, in minds attentive to thck awn. 
Knowledge j a rude unprofitable mafs, 
The mere materials with which wifdom buHds, 
Till fmooth'd, and fquar'd, and fitted to its place, 
Does but incumber whom it feems t' enrich. 
Knowledge is proud that he has learn'd fo much, 
Wifdom is humble that he knows no more. 
Books are not feldom talifmans and fpells. 
By which the magic art of ftirewder wits 

~ Holds an unthinking multitude enthrall'd. 
Some to the fafcination of a name 

. Surrender judgment hood- wink'd. Some the ftilc 

Infatii- 
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Infatuatetf and through labyrinths and wilds 

Of error, leads them by a tune^ entranc'd. 

While floth feduces iTiore> too weak to bear - 

The ^nfupportable fatigue of thought. 

And fwallowing therefore, without paufe t>r choice^ 

The'-total grift unfifted, hulks and all. 

But trees and rirulets, whofe rapid courfe 

Defies the check of winter, haunts of deer, 

A ad iheep- walks populous with bleatitig lambs, 

And lanes, in which the primrofe, ere her time, 

Peeps thr ough the niofs that cloaths thehawthorn root> 

Deceive no ftudent. Wifdom there, and truth. 

Not (hy as in the world, and to be won, - 

By flow follcitation, feize at once 

Th>e roving thought, and fix it on themfelves. -■- 

What prodigies can pow'r divine perform 
More grand, than it produces year by year, . 
_And all in fight of inattentive man ? 
Familiar with th* effed^, we flight the caufeV ' - 
And in the conftancy of nature's courfe. 
The regular return of genial months, - • 
And renovation of a faded. world, 
See nought to wonder at. Should God again, 
As once in Gibeon, interrupt the race 
Of the undeviating and punftual fun. 
How would the world admire ! but fpeaks it lefs 
An agency divine, to make him know 
His moment when to fink, and when to rife,. 
Age after age, than to arreft his courfe i 

X 2 ' AH 
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All we behoM u miraclci but feea ^ 

So duly, all is miracle in vaiA. 

Where now tlw vital energy that mov*d, 

While fummer was, that pure aod fubtk lympby. • 

Through th' imperceptible mgeaBd'riag veiat 

Of leaf and flowV ? It ifeeps ; and th' icy M»«i€b 

Of unprollfic winter^ has imprefe'd 

A cold ftagnation on th' inteftrae tide* 

But let the mouths go round, a few fhort monthsy ^ 

And all fhall be reftor'd. Thefe naJted (hoots, 

Barren as lances> among which the wind 

Makes wintry mufic, (ightng as it goes> 

Shall put their graceful foliage o« agaiup 

And more afpiring, and with ampler fpread, 

Shall boait: new charms, and more tban^tbey htfc \olkt 

Then, each, in its peculiar honors clad. 

Shall publslh; even to the diftant eye^ 

Its family aad tribe. Labumaai rtck 

In'ftreaming gold; fyrtngsi iv'ry puret 

The fcented, and the fcenfelefs roie \ this rcd^ 

And of an humbler gix>wtby the * other tall|. 

And growing up. into the darkeft glooaa 

Of neigh'bring cyprefs,. or mote fable yewg 

Her fiher globes, Hght as tbe feamy furfv. 

That the wind &vers from the broken wave» 

The lilac, various in array, now white. 

Now fanguine^ and ber beauteeut head now ftt 

With purple fpikes pyramtdial, at if 

Studious of ornament, yet unrefolv'd 

Wbicfaz 

* The Gueld^rofi^ 
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Which hue flte moft Approv*d«* (he chofe thens tlk 

Go|nou8 of flovr^rs the woodbtnci pale aftd wau^ . 

But well compenfating, their fickty looks. 

With never^cloying odours, early and late* 

Hypericum all bloomy fo «hick a fwarm 

Of fiow'rSf like flies, cloathing her (lender rodi» , 

That fcarce a kaf appetrs.- Meterion too. 

Though leaftefs,. well attir'd, and thick befet 

With blufhing .wreaths invefting ev'ty fpray. 

Althxa, with the purple eye, the broom, 

Ydlovv and bright, as bullion unalloy'd. 

Her b]o(romst and luxuriant aboTe dl, 

The jafraine, throwipg wide her ^gant fweetr^ - 

TlT&deepdask. green, of whofe onTami/h'd leaf 

Makes more i:oiifpicuou«, and ^illumines more, 

The.'brf^t profuiton of her fcatter'd ftars.— 

Thek han; been, nndtiiefe (haD be in tkeir day^' 

And all this uniform uncolour'd fcene 

Shall be difmanitled of its fleecy load» 

And fluih into variety again* 

From dearth to plenty, and from d)sath to life^ 

Is- Nature'^ progrefs, \vlien (he le^ret mnfi 

In heav'nly truth $ ev^cing, as (he makes 

The grand traafl^ton^ %at there Uws, and warki^ 

A foul in. all' things, and that foul is God. 

The beauties of the wildemefs are his,. 

That make fo gay the folitary place. 

Where no eye fees them. And the fairer form^ 

That cultivation glories in, are his. 

He fets the bright proceifion Qa its way. 

And 
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Aud marihals all the order af the year. 

He quarks the bounds which winter may not pafs^ . 

And blunts his pointed fury. In its cafe, | 

Ruifet and rude, folds up the tender germ | 

Uninjur'd, with inimitable art, ^ 

And. ere one flow'ry feafon fades and dies^ 

Defigns the blooming, wonders of the next* 

Some fay, that In the origin ef things. 
When all creation ftarted into birth, 
The infant ekments received a law, 
From which they fwerve not fince. That under force 
Of that controuling ordinance they move, ] 

And -need not his immediate handi who firfb 
Prefcrib'd their courfe, to regulate it now.- 
Thus dream they, and contrive to favc a God 
The^encumbrancc of his own concerns, and fpare - 
The great -Vrtificer of all that moves 

The ftrefs of a continual aft, the pain ' 

Of unremitted vigilance and care. 
As too lal>onous and fevere a taflc.' 
So man, the moth, is not afraid, it fccm5> 
To fpan Omnipotence, and meafure might , 

Thait knows no meafure, by the fcanty rule ■ . I 

And flandard of his own, that*^ is to-day, j 

And is not, ere to-morrow's fun go down^ 
But how (hould matter occupy a charge 
Dull as it is, and fatisfy a law 
So vaft in its demands, unlefs impellM 
To ceafelefs fervice, by a ceafelcfs force,- 

And 
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And under preflure of fome confcious caufe ? 

The Lord of all, himfelf through all diffuft dy 

SudainSf- and is the life of all that lives. 

Nature i* but a name for an effe^y 

Whofc caufe is God, • He feeds the fecret fire, 

By which the mighty procefi it maintain'd, 

Wht> flceps not, is not weary ; in whofe fight, 

Slow- circling ages are as tranfient days ; 

Whofe work is without labor, whofc defigns 

No flaw deforms, no difficulty thwarts, 

And whofe beneficence no charge exhaufts. 

Him blind antiquity profan'd, not fenrM, 

With felf-taught rites, and under various names. 

Female and male, Pomona, Pales, Pan, 

And Flora, and Vertumnus ; peopling earth, 

With tutelary godeifes and- gods 

That were*iiot, and commending, as they would. 

To each fome province, garden, field, or grove. 

But all*tire under one. One fpirit— His, 

Who bore the platted thorns, with* bleeding brows, 

Rules univierfal nature. Not a fiowV, 

But (hows fome touch in freckle, ilreak, or ftain, 

Of his unrivall'd pencil. He infpires 

Their balmy odors, and imparts their hues, 

And bathes their eyes with ntftar, and ir.cludes 

In grains, as countlefs as the fea-fide fands, 

The forms with which hf fpnnkles all the earth. 

Happy, who walks with him ! whom, what he finds 

Of flavour, or of fcent, in friitt or flc^wV, 

Or what he views of beautiful or grand 

la 
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In Natui^, from the bread msjeftfc oaky 
To the greea blade, that twiakl.s in the funy 
PromptSi with remembrance of 9 prefent God. 
Hid ptefence» who made all fo fairt perceiv'dy 
Makes all Itill fairer. A* with him no fccne 
Ifr* dreary ; io with him 931 feafbna pleafe. 
Though winter had been none, had man been tnifii 
And earth be punifh'd for ita tenant's fake. 
Yet not in vengeance i as this frailing 1kj$ 
So foon fucceeding fqch an angry nightt 
And thefe difiblving fnows, an^ thir^lear flmUBy 
Recov'^ring fail ita liquid mufei pro»vc. ; 

Who then, that has a mind Wlell fltung aad tutf M 
To contemplation, and within his reaohf 
A fcene fo friendly to his fav'rite tafl<i 
Would wa(U attention at the chequered boards' 
His'hoft of wooden warriors, to and fro» 
Marchlngi and co«nter-marcKiflg«' with an eye - 
As fixt as marUet with a forehead ridg'di,, 
>And furrow'd into ftorms^ and with a haml 
Trembling, as if eternity were hung 
In balance, on his condu^i of a pin ? 
Nor cniries he aught more. their idle fpovtf 
Who pant with application, mifapplyM 
To trivial joys, and puihing iv'ry balls 
Acrofa the velvet level, feel a joy 
Akin to rapture, when the baiwble finds 
Its deftin'd goal of difficult accefs, 
Nor deems he wifer him, who gives bis noon 
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^ To Mifs, the Mertd^^plftgtfc, imii>lh«p td ftdp 
Wand'ring» "ttnd Hu^riag irkh unfolded ttktp 
The polifhM cottnter, iind tppronfig none^ 
Or promifing, with fmilei, to cbH agtin. 
Kor htrii^ who by his tanky feduc'd* 
And footh'd into a dream, that be difcemt 
The diff Veoce'of a Guido from a ddub, 

' Frequents 4he <T»wded ^u^^h. StatioaM there. 
As duly as the Langford of the (how, 

' With ^ftfs at eye, aiid catalogue in hatidf 
And tongue- accompli(h*d ia the fulfome caht. 
And pedantny, th»t coxcombs learn with cafe. 
Oft as the prke-deciding hammer fells, 

- He notes it in his book, then raps his box. 
Swears 'tis abtrgain, rails at his hard fate* 
That he bas let ifr pafs— «-but never bids. 

Here utfmolefted, through whaterer fign 

The fun proceeds, I wander* Neither cfai ft. 

Nor freczi^p'lky, nor fultry, checking me, 

' Nor ftranger intermeddling' with my joy, '*^y*'-:^ 

Ev*n in the fpring, and play-time of the year. 

That calls the unwonted villager abroad. 

With all her little ones, a fportive train, 

To gather king-cups, in the yeHow mead. 

And prrnk their hair with dalfics, or topick 

A cheap, but wholfome fallad from the brook, 

Thefe (hades are all my own. The tim'rous haro. 

Grown fo familiar with her frequent gueft, . 

Scarce fhuas mt y and the ftock-dove, 'unaliAin'd, 

Y «iu 
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Siu cooing in the pine-trecy nor fufpendt 
His long love ditty» for my near approach* 
Drawn from his refuge in fome lonely elm. 
That age or injury has hollowed deep, . 
Whereon his bed ef wool, and matted leavef^ 
He has outflept the winter, ventures forth 
^o frifk a while, and bafk in the. warm fun, 
The fquirrel^. flippant, .pert, and full of play* 
He fees me, and at once, fwift as a bird, 
Afcends theneighb'ring beech ; there whifks his brufb^ 
And perka his ears, and damps, and fcolds aloudy 
' With all the prettinefs of feign'd alarq). 
And anger infignificantly fierce. 

The heart is hard in nature, and uh£t 
For human fellowfhip, as being void 
Of fympathy, and therefore dead alike 
To love and frtend(hip both, that is not pleased - 
With fight of animals enjoying life. 
Nor feels their happinefs augment his owj^ 
The bounding fawn, that darts acrofs thc^ladc 
When none purfucs, through mere delight of heatt^ 
And fpmts buoyant with excefs of glee ; 
The horfe, as wanton, and almoft as fleett 
That (]<ims the fpacious meadow at full fpeed, 
Then ftops, and fnorts, and throwing high his hras^ 
Starts to the voluntary race again ; ^i' ,. 

The very kine, that gambol at high noon, 'V 

The total herd, receiving firft from one 
-That leads the dapce, a fummons .to be gay, 

Thou^k 
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Though wild their ftrange Tagariesy and uncouth 
Tlicir dferts^ yet rcfoWd, with one confent. 
To give fuch a6l and utt'rance as they may. 
To extafy, too big to be fupprefs'd — 
TkefC) and a thoufand inrages of blifs. 
With which kiad nature grace* ev^ry fcenc, 
Wbere crilel man defeats not her defign^ 
Impart to the benevolent, who wifh 
All that are capable of pleafure, pleas'd». 
A far fuperior happinefs to theirs^ 
The comfort of a rcafonable joy. ^ 

Man.fcarce had ris'ii, obedient td hit call 
Who forraM him, from the duft, his future graTCf . 
When h^ was crown'd, as never king was fince. 
God fet the diadem upon his head. 
And angel choirs attended. Wbnd'ring ftood. 
The new-made monarch, while before him pafs'd 
All happi^ and all perfeA in their kind. 
The creaffres fummon'd from their various haunts^^ < 
To fee their fov'reign, and confefs his fway. 
Vail was bis empire, abfolatehis power. 
Or bounded only by a law, whofe foree 
'Twas his fublimeft privclcge to feel " 
And own, the law of univerfal love. 
He rui*d with meeknefs, they obey*d with joy. 
No cruel *purpofe lurk'd within his heart, » 

And no diilrufl of his intent in theirs. 
Sb Eden was a fcene of harmlefs fport, 
; Where kindnefs^ oa his part, who rul*4i the vA^U, . 






Begat a tnoiqutl c^nfidcBc^ in tiHi^ 
And fcart «•> yet* wa$ no^, npc oaufe for fc^iy . 
But fm marr'd all ; and. the revolt of n^s^t 
That fource of ^vilft not.ca^hwiftcd jet, . 
Was puniihM.wath rev^h of hi» from him* 
Garden qC God, how terrible the changjCj 
Thy groves and lawns then witac&'d ! ev'ry heast#£^ 
Each animal of ev'ry namc^ ccmceiv'd* 
A jealoufy»*Mii an inftinAive feso^j 
And confcious of feme .danger^ either fle^ 
Pcecipitate, the loathed abode of; m.f ni . 
Ox growPd defiance in fuch |ingry fort, 
A» taught him too to; tremble in. his turn^ 
Thu^ harmony, and fas^iiiy ac6/3i:d^ 
Were driv'n.from Pasadife; and: in. that h«ur«- 
The feeds of cruelty,, that fince have fwell'd 
To fu^h gigantic ai^ citonnoujigfotwthj 
Wen: fown.in^ huoian nature's fruitful foil* 
Hence date the per£?(zutioa and the pain,. 
That man .inflidf ^n alt infesior kinds, % 
. Regardlef» of their plaints. To make him fport^^^ 
To gratify the frenzy. oC hw -wrath, 
Or his bafe glyttoay^ are .ca|i£es goodn 
And juft in his surcount, why bird and beaft 
Should fu£fer torture, and the ftreams be dy'd : 
With hleod of their inhahitantf impal'd* 
Earth groans beneath the burthen of a war, 
Wag'd wkh de&ncekfa innocene^, while hcp 
Not fatisfy'd to prey on all"aro«ind, 
Addt -tenfold, hittefineia to death^. by panga 

Need*-, 
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theffltbf and firft tormeota ere he devours^ 
Now happieft tkey that occupy the fcenca . 
The iQoft. remote froib hi&abherM vghrU 
Wlu»m 0Bce» as delegsta of Ood on tsLvthf. 
They fcar'd, anditthiapfrfcft image loVd» 
The wildemofaiitheirif* with all itacavesi: 
Its hollow gliBn8», ita thicketsy. audits plaint^. 
UnTifited by ma»4 , Thisre they are free. 
And howl and roar a» Kkea themi uaeoiktroiil'^. . 
Nor aflc his kave to nomber or- to play* 
Woe to the tyrant, if he^^dare intrude. 
Within the confkiies of «1^ wikl domain | 
The lion telk.him-— I am monarch here^-^ 
And if he^rfpartaJiini* fpa^res him en the<t«nBia^ 
Ctf royal. mercft. and 'tibnrotigli geo'cpiia fooni* r 
To rend .8 nftbn trembltffg at hit foot* 
In: meafure, aa by force of inftind drawn, 
Or by neceiSty conftta^fd; they li^~ 
Dependent uponi^man)- thofe in his fields^ 
Thefe ^t Ks crih^' and^fomjc beneath his rooff . 
They prove too ofteti> at how dt^r>.a rate- 
He fells proteAion*... Witne&» at his foot, 
The fpaniel dying for fomt venial fault, 
Under diifedibn of the::* knotted fcourge. . 
Witnefs, the patient ox, with ftripes and. yelk^.. 
Driv'n to the (laughter, goaded as he runs 
To madnefs, while the favage, at his> heels. 
Laughs at the frantic fuff'rcr's fury fpchl. 
Upon the guiltlefs paflcngcr o'crthrowo. 
lil^too 18 witnefei. UQhleft of the traii^f 

Thafe 
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That waif OB man, the flight-performing horfc; 
With unfufpe6ting readinefa he takes. 
His murth'rer on his^ back, and pufh'd all day. 
With bleeding fides and flaoks that heave fop^life^. 
To the far-diilaBt goal> tirrives and dies. 
So little mercy (how^y^ who needs fo much ! 
Does law, fo jealous in the caufe of man. 
Denounce no doom on the |lelinquent ? None. 
He lives, and o*erhis brimming beaker boafts, 
(As if barbarity were high defcrt) 
Th* inglorious feat, and clamorous* in praifc 
Of the poor brute, feems wifely to fuppofe> 
The honors of his matchlefs horfe his own. 
But many a crime, deem'd innoeent on earth. 
Is regifter'd in heav'n, and thefe, no doubt. 
Have each their record,' with a curfe annext. 
Man may difmifs cbmpaifion from his heart. 
But God will never. When he charg'd the Jew • 
T' affift his foe's down- fallen bead to rife. 
And when the bufh-exploring boy, that fdz'd : 
The young, to let the parent bird go free, 
Prov'd he not plainly, that his meaner works 
Are yet his care, and have an int'reli all. 
All, in the univcrfal Father's love. 
On N«ah, and in him, on all mankind, 
The charter was conferred, by which we hold • 
The flefh^f animals in fee, and claim, 
. 0*er all we feed on, pow'r of life and death* . 
But read the inftrument, and mark it well. . 
Th'. opprcffioikof a tyrannous controul j 
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* CtLTh find no warrant there. Feed then, and yieM 
Thank* for thy food. Carnivorous, through iiiij 
• Feed on the llain, but fparc the living brute. 

The Governor of all, himfelf to 431 
"So bountiful, in whefe attentive ear. 
The unflcdg'd raven, and' the lionet whelpi 
' Plead not in vain for pity, on the pangs 
Of hunger unafFuag'd, has interpos'd. 
Not feldom, hit avenging arm, to fmitc 
Th* injurious tranipler upon nature's la w^ 
That claims forbearance, even for a brute. 
He hates the hardncfs of a Balaam's heart ; 
And^j[>ropbet as he was, he might not flrike 
The blamelcfs animal, without re^juke, 
^ On which he rode. Her opportune offence 
Sav*d him, or th' unrelenting feer had <lidd* 
He fees that human equity is (lack 
, To interfere, though in fo jufl a catife. 
And makes the ta(k his own. Infpiring duwh 
And helplefs viftims, with a fenfe fokeen 
"^Of injury, with fuch knowledge of their ftrength. 
And fuch fagacity to take revenge. 
That oft the bead, has feem'd to judge the man. 
• An ancient, not a legendary tale, 
'By one of found intelligence rehears'd, 
(If fuch, who plead for Providence, may feem 
:Ia modern eyes) (hall make the doarinc clear. 

'••Where 
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llVliere Engknd ftretch'd towards tlie iettittg fwi^ 
^ l^arrow avd long, overlooks the weftern wA^c^ 
Dwelt y&otig Mifagatbus. A iconier he^ 
Of God and goodnefs, itheift in ofttnt. 
Vicious in aft, in temper fayage-lieice. 
' He jounieyM, afid iits tHiancc was, ashe wl^a^ 
To join a tfai^'Uer tifht different note, 
Evander, famM for fittj, for years 

• Deferving honor, btxt lor wHdoni more. 
Fame had not left the "reneraUe nvant 

A ftranger to the manners of the yonthy 
Whofc face too was fami&artoUs ticw. 
Their Way was on the margin of the land, 

* O'er the green firtnmit of ^e ro^ks, whoflPliafc 
Beats back the roairing furge, foatee heard ib higbj^ 
The charity that wirm'd his heart was mov'd 

At fight of the «ian -monger. With a fmlle, 

- Oentle, and affable, and ftill of gra<!e. 
As fearful of offending Whom he wiih'd 
Much to perfuade, he ply'd his ear with truthip 
Not harfhly thunder'd ferth, or rudely pfcFs'd, 
But like his purpofe, gracious, kind, aiid fweet. 
And doft thou dream, ^h' impenetrable maa 

' Exclaim 'd, that me, the iullabies of.ligef 
And fantafies of dotards, fuch as thou, 
'Can cheat; or-moTC a moment's fear in ne? 
Mark BOW the proof I give thee, tlfet the brave 
Need no fiich aids as fu}>erftition leads, , ^ 

To (leel their hearts againft the dread of death. 

- He fpokc, and to the precipice at hjM»d, 

■ Fufli'd 
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Fufh'd'with a madman's fury. Fancy fhrinks* 
And the blood thrilla and curdles at the thought 
Of fuch a gulphi as he (I<:(igaM his grave. 
But though the felon on his back icould dare 
The dreadful leap, more rational, his Heed 
Declin'd the death, and wheeling fwiftly round» 
Or ere his hoof had prefs'd the crumbling verge, 
BafRed his rider, fav'd againft his will. 
The frenzy X)f the bnxn may be redrefs'd. 
By medicine well applied, but without grace. 
The heart's infanity admits no cure. 
Enrag'd the more, by what might have rcfpTm'd 
Hia horrible intent} again, he fought 
Deftruftion, with a zeal to be deftroy'd. 
With: founding whip, and rowela dy'd in blood. 
But ftill in vain. The providence that meant 
A longer date t^ the far nobler beaft, 
Spar'd yet again th' ignobler for his fake. 
And now, his prowefs prov'di and his finc^re 
Jfecurable obduracy evinc'd, 

His rage grew cool; and pleas'd, perhaps, t* have carn*d 
So cheaply, the renown of that attempt, 
With looks, of fome complacence, *he refum*d 
His road, deriding raudi the blank amaze 
■ Of good Evander, ftill where he was left, 
Fixt motionlefs, and petrified with dread. 
So on tbey far'd ; difcourfe on other themea 
Eafoing, feem'd to obliterate the pall, 
And tamer far for fo much fury (hown, 
(As is the courfe of ra(h and fiery men) 

Z ' The 
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The rude companion fmil'dy as if tratisformM. 
But 'twas a traufient calm. A ilorm.was near. 
An UDfufpe6ked fiorm. His hour was come. 
The impious challenger of pow'r divine 
Was now to learn, that hcav'n, though flow to wrath. 
Is never with impunity dcfy'd. ' 

His horfe, as he had caught his mafter's mood. 
Snorting, and ftarting into fudden rage, 
Unbidden, and not now to be controuPd, 
Rufh'd to the cliff, and having reached it, flood. 
At once the fhock onfeated him. He flew 
Sheer o'er the craggy barrier, and immcrs'd 
Deep in the flood, found, when he fought it not. 
The death he had deferv'd, and dy'd alone. 
So God wrought double juftice ; made the fool 
7 he vi^im of his own tremendous choice, 
And taught a brute the way to fafe revenge. 

I would not enter on my lift of friends, 
(Though grac'd with polifh'd manners, and fine knfof 
Yet wanting fen Ability ) the man 
Who needlefsly fets foot upon a worm. 
An inadvertent ftep may crufh the fnail, 
That crawls at evening, in the puWic path. 
But he that has humanity forewarned. 
Will tread afide, and let the reptile live. 
The Creepinc^ vermin, loathfome to the fight. 
And charg'd, perhaps, with venom, that intrudes 
A vlfitor unwelcome, into fcenes 
Sacred to neatncfs and rcpofe, th* alcove, 

Tbc 
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The chamber, or refedory, may die. 

A neceifary a 61 incurs no blame. 

Not fo, when held within their proper boundsi 

And guiltlefs of offence, they range the air, 

Or take then* pafHme in the fpacious field. 

There they are privilcdg^d. And he that hunts 

Or harms them there, is guilty of a wrong, 

Difturbs th' ceconomy of nature's realm. 

Who, when fhe form'd, defign'd them an abode. 

The fum is this : if man's convenience, health, 

Or fafety interfere, hrs rights and claims 

Are paramount, and oiuit cxtinguifh theirs. 

Slfe they arre all — the meaneft things that are^ 

As free to live, and to enjoy that life. 

As Grod was free to form them at the firft. 

Who in his. fov'reign wifdom made them all. 

Ye therefore who love mercy, teach your fofls 

To love it too. . The fpring-tiiae of our years 

Is foon difhonour'd, and defiPd in moft 

By budding ills, that a& a prudent hand 

To check them. But alas ! none fooner fhoots» . 

If unreftrainM, into luxuriant growth. 

Than cruelty, moft dev*ltfti of them all. 

Mercy to him that (hows it, is the rule 

And righteous limitation of its a6t. 

By which heav'n moves in pard'ning guilty man ; 

And he that fhovvs none, being ripe in years, - 

And confcious of the outrage he commits. 

Shall feek it^ and not find it, in his turn. 

Z 2 . l)IftinguifhM 
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Diftinguifh'd much by reafon, and ftlU more, . -' 
By our capacity of grace -divinei 
From creatures that exift bin for our fake^ 
Which having ferv*d us, periflv,- we arc heW 
Accountable} and God, fome future day. 
Will reckon With ua roundly, for th' abufc 
Of what he deems no inean or trivial truft* 
Superior as we are, they yet depend, . 
Not more on human help, than we.jon- theirs. 
Their ftrength, or fpeed^ or vigilance, were .giv'n , 
In aid of our defefts. In fome are found j 

Such teachable, and appreheniive parts, 
%That man's attainments in his own concerns, 

MatchM with th* expertnefs of the brutes in theirs,,. 

Are oft-times vanquifh'd, and thrpwji farbchijad. 

Soyie (how that nice fagacity of .fm^,, > 

And read witKfuch difcernwent, in the port - 

And figure of the jnan, his fecr^ aim,. 

That oft we owe oui: fafety to a fkill 

We could not teach,, .and ipuft defpair to learn. , 

But Ig^rn we might, if not too proud to (loop 

To quadrupede^inftQi^ors, many a good 

/ind ufeful quality^ and, virtue too, 

Rarely exemplify 'd among, purfcVes. 

Attachment never to be wcan'd, or chang'd, 

By a^y change of fortune, proof alike 

Agaiofl unkindnefs, abfence, and neglefl ; 

Fidelity, that neither bribe nor threat, 

Can move or warp, and gratitude, for fmall 

And V 
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Af^i triTta] favors, laftinjr «« the life» 
Apd glift'ning, eveo in the dyiog .eye« 

Man praifes man. Defert in «rt8 or arm9> . 
Wins public honor ; and ten thoufand fit 
Patientlyv prefent at a facred fong» 
Com^moration«mad } pontejnt to hear 
(Oh wonderful efFeft of mufic*8 pow*r ! ) 
Meffiah's eulogy, for Handel's fake. 
But lefs, metjiii«k!i. than facrilc^e might ferve—^ 
(IJor was itlefs? What heathen would have dar'dj 
To ftrip Jove's ftatue of his oaken wreathi 
And hapg it up in honor of a man ?) 
Much lefs might ferret when all that we depgn 
Is but to gratify an itching ear» 
An4g.ive the day to a mufician's praife. : 
Rememljer Handel ! who that was not bom ' 
Dei^ff^as -the def^d to harmony^ forgets, . 
Or can, the more than Hotner of his age ? 
Yes — we remember him And. while we praifc 
A talent fo divine, remember too. 
That His mod holy. book from whom it can^e 
Was n^vpr meant, was never us'd before., 
To buckram aut the memory of a man. 
But huth ! — the mufe, perhaps, is too fevcre» 
And with a gravity beyond the fize 
And pieafure of th* offence, rebukes a deed 
I^efs impious than abfurd, and owing more 
To want of judgment, than to wrong defign. 

So ia the chapel of old Ely Houfe, 

When 
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When wand'ring' Chadcs, trfjo meant to be thethird,^ 

Had fled from William, and the news was frtfh'y 

The fimple clerk, but loyal^ did arniGruncey 

And eke ^id rear right raerrfljr, two ftaves^ 

Sung to the praife and <^lory of King George, 

-—Man praifts man, and Garrlck's memory trcxt, . 

When time had fom"ewhat mellow'd it, and made 

The idol of our worfhip while he liv-d, 

The God of our idolatry once motr, 

Shall hate its altar ; awd the world, ihaB go 

In pilgrimage to bow before his (hrine. 

The theatre too fmaff, fhtill fuffocate 

Its fqueez'd conteAts, and more th^tt it admits^ . 

Shall iigh at thdr txcluBon, and return 

Ungratify'd. For there fome iioble Itird 

Shall (luff his fhoulders with king Richard's bunch, 

Or wrap hrimfelf in Hamlet's inky cloak, 

And ftrut, and 'ftorm, and ftraddle^ ft amp, and ftare> 

To ihow the world how Garick did not aA. 

For Garrick was a worfhipper himfelf ; 

He drew the Liturgy, and framed the rites, 

And folemti ceremonial of the day. 

And cafl'd the worfd to worfhip, on the banks 

Ofj-Avon, fam'd in fong. Aht pkafant proof, 

l^at piety has ftiR in human hearts 

Some place, a fpai*k or two not yet extin6t. 

The mulb'ry tree was hung with blooming wreaths. 

The mulb'ry tree ftood centre of the dance, 

The mulb'ry tree was hymn'd with dulcet airs. 

And from his touchwood trunk, the mulb'ry tree 

Supply'^ 
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Supply'd fupii relicSf 98 tl^votion holdf 
Still Sacred, a ad prefer v€S with pious care. 
So 'twas an hallo wM time, X)jecorum reign'df 
And mirth, without offence.,: No, few return'dt 
-Doubtleis, jnuch edify *d, apd all refrefh'd* 
-^Man praifes man. The rabble all alive. 
From tipltng-beocbest cellars, ftalls, aod ftyea^ 
Swarm in the ftreets. The ftatefniao of the day, 
A pompous stfid (law-moy&io^ pageant coaiet« 
^Some (hout 4u«i, and fome haag upon bis car^ 
To gaze in's eyes, and bleft him. Maidens wave 
Their 'kerchiefs, and old women weep for joy. 
While others, not fo fatisfy'd, unhorfe 
Th e gilded equipage, and turning loo^e 
His ftjetds, tiiurp a pkoc they well dteferve. 
Why^ wfcat has charm 'd them ? Hath he fav^d the date'? 
No. Doth he purpofe ita falvation ? No« 
Iiichanting novelty, that moon at full. 
That finds out ev'ry orcvicc of the head 
That is Qot found and perfe<^, hath in theirs 
Wrought this difturbancf . But the wane is neafc, 
And his own cattle muft fufRce him £bon« 
Thua idly do we wafte the breath of praife^ 
And dedicate a tribute, in its ufe, 
Aod juft dirtf(9:ion, facrcd, to a thing 
Doonrd to -the dud, or lodged already there. 
Encomium in old time was poets* work. 
But poets having lavlfhly long fince, 
Exhauftcd all materials of llic art, 
T4ie taflc now fails into the public hand. 
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And I9 contented with an humble theme* 
' Have pour'd my Itrcam of panegyric down 
The talc ofnature. wlicre it creeps, and winds 
Among her lovely work8» with a fecure. 
And unambitious couife, reflecting clear. 
If not the virtues, yet the worth of brutes. 
And I am recompensed, and deem the totla 
Of'^oetry not loft, if verfe of mine 
May ftand between an animal and woe. 
And teach one tyrant pity for his drudge* 

The groans of nature in this nether world, 
Which heav'n has heard for ages, have an end. 
Foretold by prophets, and by poets fung, 
Whofe fire was kindl'd at the prophet's lamp, 
^Th^ time of reft, the promised Sabbath comes. 
Six thoufand years of forrow have well nigh 
Fulfill'd their tardy and difaftrous courfe, 
Over a finful world. And what remains 
Of this tempeftuous ftate of human things. 
Is inertly as the working of a fca 
Before a calmv that rocks Itfelf to reft. 
For he whofe car the winds are, and the clouds. 
The duft that waits upon his fultry march, 
When fin hath mov*d him, and his wrath is hot. 
Shall vifit earth in mercy ; {hall-*defcend 
Propitious, in his chariot pav'd with love, 
And what his ftorms have blafted and defac'd 
For man's revolt, {hall with a fmilc repair. 

ISweet 
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&jicti ii the http of '|>ropli€cy. Too fwect, 
- Not to be wronged by a mere mortal touch ; 
Nor can the wonders it redordfy be fung; 
To meaner mu^c» «nd not fuffcr lofs. , 
' But w4ieiia poet, or when one like me, 
Happy to row ainong poetic flow*rs. 
Though poor in flcill to rear them* lights, at laft. 
On fome fair thtme, fome tbt me, divinely faif^ 
Such is the unpulfe, and the ipur he feele. 
To give it praife, proportion'd to its worthf 
' That not t* attempt it, arduous as be deems 
' The labof, wece a ta(U more arduous ttiU. 

Oh fce)iea» furpat&ng faUey and yj^t^truciL 
' Scenes of accomplifh'd blifs j whi<;b| who can feOf 

Though but u> diftant profpefly and not £(;el 
^ His foul refrcflx'd with.forctale of the joy ? , 
^' 'Rivers of gladnefs. waiter all t^c earth, 

And clothe all .climes with beauty; the reproach' 

Of barrganeft is paft. The fruitful field 
' Laughs with abtindanccy and the laud once lean^ 

Or fertile only in its own difgrace, 
' Exults, to fee its thiftly curfc repcal'd. 

The various feafons woven into one, 
' And that one- feafon" an eternal fpring. 

The garden fears no blight, and n^eds no fence, 

For there ip none to covet, all are full. 

The lion, and the libbard, and the bear, 
■ Graze with the fearlefs jflocks. All ba<k at nOon 

Together, oir all gambol in the (hade 

A a Of 
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Of tht fame grovcy «nd drink one common ftreara. 
Antipathies are none. No foe to man 
Lurks in the ferpent now. The mother fees. 
And ffniles, to fee her infant's playful hand 
Stretch 'd forth, to dally with the crefted worm^ 
To llroke his auzure neck, or to receive 
The lambent homage of his arrowy tongue*. 
All creatures M^orfhip man, and all mankind^ 
One Lord, one Father. Error has no place ; 
That creeping peftilence is driv'aaway, 
The breath of heav'n has chas'd it. In the heart 
No pallion touches a d^fcordant ftring^ 
But all is harmony and love. Difeafe 
Is not. The pure atid uncontaminate blood 
Holds its due courfe, nor fears the froft of age. 
One fong employs dl -nations, and all cry, 
•* Worthy the Lamb, for he was flain for us.*' 
The dwellers in the valet, and on the rocks* 
ShoiEit to each other, and the mountain tops. 
From diftant mountains catch the flying joy^ 
'Till nation, after nation, taught the ftrain. 
Each rolls the rapturous Hofanna rpund. 
Behold the meafure of the promife filPd, 
Sec Salem built, the labour of a God ! 
Bright, as a fun, the facred city fhincs ; 
All kingdoms, and all princes of the earthf 
Flock to that light; the glory of all lands 
Flows into her, unbounded h her joy, 
♦And'eadlefs her increafe. Thy rams are there 

* Ncbaiotfe, 
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* Nebaiothy and 'the flocks of Kedar there; 
The looms of Ormus, and the mines ^oflnd,. 
And Saba*s fpicy groves pay tribute there. 
Praife is in tajl her gates. Upon her walls. 
And in her ftreets, and in her fpacious courts, . 
Is heard faWation. Eaftern Java there. 
Kneels, Vrith the native of the fartheft Weft. 
And JSthiopia fpreads abroad the hand. 
And worfhips. Her report has travell'd forth , 
Into all lands. From ev'ry clime they come, , 
To fee-thy beauty, and to Ihare thy joy, 
O SionJ an afrembly* fuch as earth 
Saw never* fuch, as heaven ftoops down to &e* - 

Thus heav'nrward all things tend.^.For all were obco- 
Perfe6^, and all muft be at length refto^d. 
So God has greatly purpos'd ; who would jsUe, 
In his difhonor'd works hiinCelf endure 
Difhonor, and be wrong'd without redrcfs.. 
Hade then, and wheel away a ftiatter'd world, -^ 
Ye flow revolving feafons ! We would fee 
(A fight to which, our eyes are Araiigers yet) 
A world that doea^.not dread and h^te his laws^ 
And fufFer for its en me ; would learn how fair 
. Thi9 creature is that God. pronounces good, 

A a 2 How 

* Nehatoth and Kedar^ the fins tf IJhmael^ and 
progenitors of the Arabs ^ tn the prophetic firipturt 
here alluded to^ may be reafindhly confidered as repr4»9 
fiaiatives of the Gentiles at large^ 
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How pleafant in itMf, .wbit pleafe&liim. 

Here eWrj drop of honey M^ea a ftiiig, 

Worms wind tliemfelves jitto our IWeeCeft Aow'rs, i 

And cv'd the joy that haply fome poor ^eart • 

Deri Yes iTrom WeaT'iif pure as the foutitai» ii. 

Is fullied in the (IreajRi; taking ji taints 

From touch of human lips, at heft impure^ . 

Oh for a world in prtnctple as chafte 

As this itt grofs and felfifii ! o^er which, 

Guftom, and prejudice, ftiall bear Tip fway^ . 

That govern all things here, ftould'ring aiide -^ 

Thc.mc^k and modeft truth, and forcing hc» . 

To f^elt a refuge froaa the *tongue»t)f Uriit, < 

In nook» obfcure, far from the ways of men. 

Where violence (hall .never lift lhe;fwotidy 

Nor cunning juftify the proud man's wrong* "^ 

Leaving the poor no remedy b^it tears. . 

Where he that fills an ofice, fhaU eftecpn 

Th' pccafion it prefents of doing good, 

More than the perquifrte. Where, law fha]} fpeak .. 

Seldom, and never but as wtfdoip pronfipts. 

And equity ; not jealous more to guard % 

A worthlefs form, than to decide aright. * 

Where fafhion fliall not fan6^ify abule, 

J^or fmooth good -breeding, (fuppkmcntal grace} * 

With lean performance ape the work of love. 

Come then, and addied t0 thy rtiany'cro\tn«, / 
Receive yet one, the crown of all the earth* ; 
Thou who alone art worthy ! it was th=inc 
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aacient cov'naiit^ crc aature'9 birtli« 
And thou haft, made it thiae by purghafe fiftcOr 
And overpaid ita Talue with'^by^blood. 
Thy faiuts proclatm tbee King» aad in tfadr beact^> 
Thy tide it eograven with a pen 
Dipt in the fountain of cteraal lote* 
Thy faints proclaim thee Kti^ ; and thy delays . 
Givea courage; to their foesf who, couM they fee , 
The dawn of thy laA advent loog^^efir'dy 
Would creep into. the boi^b of the htlkf . 
And flee foi* fafety to the, Ming coeki» 
The yery fpirit of .the "worid is tir*d 
Of. its own .taunting queftioa aflc'd-fo long^. 
•« Where is the promife of yourJbord's apprpachj^^ 
The infidd haa (hot his bolts away, 
'Till his exhapfted quiver yielding none, 
He gleans the blunted (hafts that have reeoimi . 
And airaa theovat the fhjeld of truth again. 
The veil is rent, rent to© by prieftly haad8> ., 
That hides ^iivinity from mortal eycs^ 
Aiid all the myf^eries to faitH, proposed 
Infulted and traduc'd^ are caft sefide ^ 
As ufeleffi, to the moles, aad to the bats*^. . 
They now are deemfd the fatthfu!,> and are prais'd, '■ 
Who, constant oftly ^n rejefiking thee, 
Dcijy thy Godh^'ad with a martyr's zeal. 
And quit their oflfice for their error's fake. 
Blittdj.aad in love with darknefs! yet ev'n thefe^ 
Worthy, . compsir'd with fycoj^ hints, who kneel, 
Thy* name , adoring,, and tihen preach thee man* 




■_» . 



iSft The task. Book VI. ' 

So fares thy church. But how Ay church may fare^ 
The world takes little thought; who will may preachy 
And what they will. All paftors are alike 
Torwand'ring fheep, refolr'd to follow none. 
Two gods divide them all, Pleafure and Gain. 
For thefe they live, they facrifice to thefe, 
And in their fervice, wage perpetual war 
With confcience,'and with thee. Lilft in their hearts. 
And mifchief in their hands, they roam the earth 
To prey upon each other ; ftubbomi fierce, 
High*minded, foaming out their own difgrace. 
Thy prophets fpeak of fuch ; and noting down 
The features of the laft degen'rate times, ., 
Exhibit ev'ry lineament of thefe. 
Come then, and added to thy many crowns. 
Receive yet one, as radiant as the reft. 
Due to thy laib, and moft effeAual work, 
Thy word fufiU'd, the conqueft of a world. ■■ 

He is the liappy man, whofe life, eT*n now. 
Shows fomewhat of that- happier life to come. 
Who doom'd to an obfcure, but tranquil ftate. 
Is pleas'd with it, and were he free to chufe. 
Would make his fete his choice. Whom peace, the frui$_. ^ 
Of virtue, and whom virtue, fruit of faith, 
Prepare for happinefs ; befpcak him one, 
Content indeed to fojourn, while he muft. 
Below the "^fkies, but having there his home. 
The world o'erlooks him in her bufy fearch 
Of obj^«,. more. iUuflrious in her. view 5 

And 
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And occupied as earncfllj as fiie. 

Though more fublimely, he overlooks the world. 

She fcorns his pleafures^ for (he knows tbem not } 

He feeks not hers, for he b^s prov'd them vain. 

He cannot ikim the ground, like fummer birds^ 

Purfuing gilded flies, and fuch he deems 

Her honors,- her emoluments^ her joys. 

Therefore in contemplation is his byfi, 

Whofe pow'r is fuch, that whom fhc \ihi from cartbs 

She makes familiar with a heav's unfeen. 

And fhows him glories yet to be reveal'd. 

Not flothful he, though feeming unemployed, 

And cenfur'd oft as ufelefs. Stilled ft reams 

' Gft water faired meadows, and the bird 
That flutters leaft, is longeft 9n the wing. 
Aik him indeed, what trophies he has rais'd*. 

- Or, what atchieveraents of immortal fame 
He purpofes, and he fliall anfwer — none. 
His warfare is within. There unfatigti'd 

'-■ His fervent fpirit labors, i here he fights. 
And there obtains freih- triumphs o'er hlmfelf. 
And never- withering wreaths, compar'd with which^ 
The laurels that a Csefar reaps are weeds. 
Perhaps the felf-approving haughty world. 
That a^ fhe fweeps him witli her wbiftling filksg 
Scarce deigns to notice him, or if fhe fee, 
Deems liim a cypher In the works of God, 
Receives ad<rantage from his noifelefs hours 
Of which fhe little dreams. Perhaps fhe owes 
Her funfhine and her rain, her .blooming fpring, • - 
< And 
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And plenteous barveft; totbe pmyV be makest '^ 
Whe'ii Ifaac fikc, the folitary faint. 
Walks forth to meditate at even*tidey . 
And think on her, who thinks not; for bei^df. 
Forgive bim then, thou buftler in coiKcnis 
Of little wortht and idkr in the beft. 
If author of oo mi£cbieff and forne good^ 
He feek his ppo{>er happnefg by nw^nt 
That may a^ance, but cinnot hinder tbtne» 
.Nor though he tread. the fecret path of liCct 
Engage no notice^ and enj^y much eaiJe» 
Account him an incambrance on the ftate. 
Receiving benefits, and rendering none. 
His fphere, though humble, if that bumble fpblere 
Shine with bis fair example, and though fmall 
His influence, if that infliience all be fpeut 
In foothing forrow, and in quenching ftrife. 
In . aiding helpleia indigence, in works 
From wbich, at kaft» a grateful few detive " 
Some taftc of comfort in a world of woe. 
Then let the foperciliou^ great confefs 
He ferves his country > recompcnfcs well 
The ftate,. beneath the fhadow of whofe vint « 
He fits fecure, and in the fcale of life 
Holds no ignoble, though a flighted place. 
The man whofe virtues are more felt than feen, 
Muft drop, indeed) the hope of public praife.$ 
But he may boa ft what few that win it can, 
That if his country ftand not by his (kill, 
At leaft, his^llica ha^ ftot wrought ber fall. ' 

* PoBtc 
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"Polite r.'finement, offers him in vain 
Her golden tube, through which a fenfual world 
Draws grofs impurity, and likes it well. 
The neat conveyance hiding all th' offence. 
Not that he peevifhly rcjeAs a mode, 
Becaufe that world adopts it. If it bear 
The ftamp, and clear impi'effion of good fenfe. 
And be not coflly more than of true worthy 
He puts it on, and for decorum Cake, 
Can wear it e'en as gracefully as flic* 
She judges of refinement by the eye. 
He by the teft of confcience, and a heart 

. Not foon deceived ; aware that what is bafe 
No polifh can make.fterling, and that vice, 
Though well perfum'd, and elegantly drefs'd, 
Like an unburied carcafe, trick'd with flow'rs, 
Is but a garnifh'd Duifsnce, fitter far 
For cleanly riddance, than for fair attire. 
So life glides fmoothly, and by ftealth, away. 
More golden than that age of fabl'd gold, 
Rcnown'd in ancient fbng ; not vexM with care, 

' Or (lain'd with guilt, beneficent, approved 
Of God and man, and peaceful in its end. 
So glide my life away ! and fo at laft 
My (hare of duties decently fulfill-d, 
May fome difeafe, not tardy to perform 
Its deftln'd office, yet with gentle ftrokc, 
Difmifs me weary to a fnfe retreat. 
Beneath the turf that 1 have often trod. 

'JL\. (hall oot grieve me, then, that oncCf when callM, 
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To drefs'a Sofa WitK the flow'rs of terfc, 
I playM awhile, obedient to the fair. 
With that light taflc, but foon to pleafe her more. 
Whom flo^'rs alone I knew would' little pleafe. 
Let &Uab' uafinifliM jiriti»l|# ,Mid i »w M SmiiwAi. .^- 
RovM far, and gather'd much. Some harfh, 'tis true>'. 
Pick'd from the thorns and briers of reproof, ' 
But wholefome, well-digefted. Grateful feme 
To palates that can taftc immortal truth, 
Infipid elfe, and fure to be defpis'd. 
But all Is in his hand'Whoffe prsfife 1 feck. 
In vain the poet fings, and the world hears^ 
If he regard not, though divine the theme. 
'Tis not in artful meafures, in the-chime. 
And idle tinkling of a minftrePs lyre, 
To charm his ear, whofe eye is on the heart. 
Whofc frown can difappoint the proudeft llrami '- 
Whofe approbation— profpcr even mines 
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T is not fron^hit form in which we trtte 

^ Strength join'd with bea^» dignitf with gmeet 
That mill, the mailet of this globet derives 

^His right of emjpirc over sU that lives. 
That form indeed t th' aiTociate of a mindy 
Vaft in itrj^Wr's, ethereal in its kind, ^ 
That form, the labour of almighty Ik^, 

^Fram'd for the fcnrtcc of a free-bom will, 
AlTerts precedeiicet Und'befpeaks contrdi^l, 

' Bitt borrowr aU its grandeur from the foul. 

"^ers is the ftate, the fplcndonr, and the throhe^ 
An intelle6luaf kingdom, all her own. 

' For her, the metii'iy fills her ample page 

'^Wth ttuthsr*pdtir*ci down fromr'cv*ry diftant4ge, 
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For her amaffeff an unbonnded ftore. 

The wifdom of great nations, now no more. 

Though laden» *B0t iacumber'd with her fp<Ml, 

Laborious, yet unconfcious of her toil,* 

When copioudy fupplvM, then naoft enlargMy 

Still to be fed, and not to be furchargM. 

For her, the fancy rollng uncoofin'd, 

The prefent cnufe of ev'ry pcDlive miad. 

Works magic wonders, adds a brighter hue 

To natnre'g fcenes, thipi nature ^yicr kn^,. / 1^ 

At her command, winds rife, and. waters roar. 

Again, (he lays them flumb'ring on the {hore^ 

With flow'r and fruit the wildemefs fi^iplics. 

Or bids the rocks in ruder pomp arife^ 

For her, the judgment, vmpire i* the ftrife. 

That grace and nature h«ve to wage through lifc^ * 

(^ick-frghted arbiter t>f good atid iil» - . 

Aj^fkointed fage preceptor to the ivilU . 

Condemns, approves,' and wi/tb a faithful toicCi . 

Guides the decifibn of a doubtful choice* 

• • • 

Why di4 the fiat of a God give birth 
To yon fair fun, and hi«. attendant earth. 

And when'defcendrng he-reii;gnft.the fkiesy 
Why takes the ^nt^ev moon.' her- turn to rife> 
Whom ocean feela thrpiigh all his ^^untlefs wavest 
An<j*owns her powV «n cv'ry ih/or^. he laves ? 
Why ido the fcafona Hill enrich the year, 
Fruitful and youTig as ia their ficfts career ? ^ 

. \Spri^^ 



« I 



Ti R aci N"i tj m: 3" 

Sprmg han^ Her infant Uoflbma on the treesi . 
' Rock'd ivL the cradle of the wettem breeze, 
Summer in hafte the thriving charge receiircflj 
Beneath the (Hade of her expanded leaves* 
*Till^autumn*0 fiercer heats and plenteoua dbws 
Dye them.- at laft in all* their glowing h'uei— • 
'Twere wild profuiion all, and fak)otlef6 wafl;^». 
Pow'r mifemploy'd, munificence mifplac'd. 
Had not its author dignify M the plant 
And crown*8-it with the miyefty of man. 
Thus form'd, thus plac'd; intelligent* and taught* 
Look yrh^re Ke will, the wonders God has wcoughti 
The v^ildcft fcorncr of his Maker's laws 
Finds in a fober moment time to-pa'ufe* 
To prefs th* important queftlon on his heart* 
••'Why form'd at ail; and^^wherefore as thou art V^' 
If man be what he ftcms, this hoar a flawc* 
The next mere ddft-'aiid a(hes in the grave*. 
EndiVd with reafon only to dcfcry- 
Kis crknes and follies wiih ao aching eye, 
With paffions, juft that he may prove with pain, 
The force he fpends againft their fury* vain. 
And ■'if foon after having burnt by turns 
With cv'ry lit ft * with which fnjiil nature burns. 
His being end wh^re death dtffc^ves the bond* 
The tftmb take all, and all be blank beyond* 
Then he, of all thtit nature has brought forth*. 
Stantjs fdf-impeacVd the creature of leaift worthy 
And ufelefif wbikhe lives* and when he dies* \ 

Brings into doubt tht; wifdom of the fkic». \ 

A 2 Truths J 
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TrMths that the leam*4 pvrfuc^witli. eager thought x 
Are not important always as dear-bqught, 
proving at laftf though told in pompous ftraintj^^ 
A chilaifh walle of j^hilofophip pains j 
But truths, on which 4epend8 our maiajconcern^ ^ 
That 'tis pur jhame and.mis'ry not to learn^ 
Shine by the fide of ev*ry -path we tread 
Wjth fuch a luftre, he that 'runs may-read* , 
'Tis true, that if to trifle, life away 
Down to the fut^-fet of their latcft day^ . 
Then pcrihi on futurity's wide fhore 
Like fl<;^ting exhalations^ found no more, 
Wiere all that hea^'n re<;^uir'd of human kind,^: 
And all the plau their deftiny deiigu'd. 
What ngfiepould rev're99^^all^migbtJuiUy blamet . 
And man would bceatke but, for. bif, Maker's ihaiB^j 
But reafpn heard i, and, nature cVirellperus'd,^^ 
At once the drieaming mind^ia difabus'd. 
If all we findpojOfefS^geaifthrr fea^alr^ 
Reflet his attributes who plac'd them therejt 
Fulfil the purpofip, .andjippcar defigp'd. ^ 
Proofs of the wifdoni. pf th* aU-feeing mijad, 
'Tis plain, the creature whojai he chofe^ J' iuTeft .^ 
With kingfhip and jdominiqn o'er the reft. 
Received his nobler nature, and was made 
Fit for the power in which, he ftands array*d»- .. 
That firft or lad, hereafter if ;iot here. 
He too might make ^ his aut^pr's wifjjpm cle^?>, _ . 
Praifc him on earth, or obftinatcly^dumli.^ . 
Suffer his juftice in a, world to come. 

This 
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TIlii oace bAcT^l, Hvere logio mlfapply'd , 

To prove a confequence by none 6ctiy!Af 
That we are bound ta.caft tha minds of youth* 
B^imes^ inUh.tbo, mould of heav'nly truth. 
That taught of God, they may indeed be wlfe^. 
Nor ignorantly.wandMng, mi£i the iliiei. 

In early dayt the confcience haa in moft 
A ^uicknefi* .which in later life is loft,. 
Pftfery'd from guilt by falutary fearsr . 
Or, guilty, foon relenting into tears. . 
Too carelefs often as our years, proceed,: 
What Ajcnds yre fort with^. or what books we read^ ' 
Our parents yet exeita prudent caro-. 
To feed out infant minds with proper fare, 
And wifely ftore the nurs'ry by degrees 
\\i^th wholfome learning, yet acqutr'd with eafe^ 
Neatly fccur'd from being foiPd or torn 
Breath a pane of thin tranflucent horn, 
A book (to pjeafe u$.at a tender age 
'Tis caird abook^ thojugh but a fingle page) 
Prpfcnta thepray'r the Saviour deign'd to teach. 
Which children .ufe, and parfons — when they p^ach* 
Loping out.fyllablca, we fccamble next. 
Through moral narrative^ or faqred text, 
And learn with wonder hqw this world beg^n^ . 
vYbo made, who.marrM, and who has ranfom'd mai%« 
roints, which, unlefs the Scripture made them platR, 
Th^e ,vifeft heads niight agitate In vain. 

Ok 
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Oh thou> whom feornc on fencyS eager wing,. 

Back to the fcafoa of life's happy fpring, \ 

I plea^d'remember, and while mem'ry yet 

Holds faft her office here, can ne*er forger, 

Ingeftiouf dreamer, in whofe well-told talc 

Sweet fidion and fweet truth alike prevail, 

Whofe huro'roui ▼€!«, ftrong fenfe, and .fin\plc ftflc. 

May teacllr the gayeft, make the gravcft fmile. 

Witty, and Wcll-empl6y*d, and like thy Lord;. 

Speaking in parables his (lighted word,* 

I name thee not, left fo defpii'd a name,. 

Should move * fneer at thy deferved fame, 

Y«t ev'n in tranfitory life's late day 

That mingles all my brown- with fober gray, 

Revere the. man, whofe Pilgrim marks the road' 

And guides the Ptogrefi of the foul to God. 

*T\vcre well with n[K>(l, if books that could engage 

Their childhood, plcas'd them at a riper age ; 

The man approving what had cbarm'd the boy. 

Would .die at laft iii' comfort, peace, and joy. 

And not with curfes on his art wbo ftole | 

The gem of truth from his unguarded foul* 

The lhimi5 of artlefs piety impreft'd. 

By kind tuition on his yielding b'reaft^ | 

The youth now bearded, and yet pert and raw. 

Regards with fcom, though once received with awe^ \ 

And warp*d into the labyrinth of lies 

That babblers, call'd philofophersi devife,, 

Blafphemes his creed as founded on a plan 

Replete with dreams, uqworthy of a man 

Touch 
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Touch but h!k otture in it8 aUiog part» . . « 

Affcrt the native €vil of his heart, 

Hh pfidr refents the charge, although the proof • . 

Kife in his forehead, and feem rank enough ^ 

Point to the cure, defcribe a Saviour's crofa 

As God^s expedient to retrieve His lois^ 

The young apoftate iiokens 4t the view, 

And bates it with the malice of a Jew. 

4 « • 

How weak the barrier of nferc nature provet 
Opposed againft the pleafures nature loves 1 
While felf-betray'd, and wilfully undone, 
She longs to yield, no fooner woo'd than 'won. 
Try ROW the merits of this bleft exchange, 
Of modeli truth, for wits eccentric range. 
Time was, he clos'd, as he began the day^ 
With decent duty, not atham^d to pray ; 
The prpdiice was a bond ypon his heart, 
A pledge he gave for a confident part, 
Nor could he dare prefumptuoufly difpleafe 
A pow's, confc&'d fo lately on his knee^. 
But now, farewell all legendary tales, 
Vhe fhadows fly, philofophy prevails, 
Pray'r to the winds, and caution to the waves, 
ileligion makes tlie- free by nature (laves, 
•Priefts have invented, and the world admir'd. 
What knavifh priefts promulgate as infpir'd, 
'Tin ceafon, now no longer ovcraw'd, 
^Refumes her powers, and fpunis the clumfy fraud. 

Ami 

\ * Sec'Chron." Ci,' xTfi, v: iq. 
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•*'Aiid itommoil-feftfe diffuffng teal day, 
'Tbo meteor of the gofpel dies away. 

" Such rfaapfodierour flitewd difcertiing youth 
Learn fVoni expert eHquirds after truth, 
Whbfc only care, might truth prefume toifpeik,^ 
Is not to find \trhat they prof^fs to feek. 
And thus Will-tutor'd only while we iharc 
A mbther's lefturcs, and a nuriV*8 care, 
And taught at fchools nmch Qiythologic ftuff^j 

• But fbuhd religiOB fpavSngly enough^ 
Our early notices of truth difgrac'd, 
Soon loofe' their ctedit, and are dl efFacM. 

Would you your fon ibolild be a fotH>r dunGe> 
Lafcivious, heaidftrong, of all thefe at^ce, 
Tlfat in ^td time, the Ariplitig's fiuWd tafte 
For loofe ekpence, and fiilhionable wafte, 
Should profe your ruin, and his V)wn at kft» 
Train him it jniblic with »-mob of b&y«i 

^ Childilh'in mifchief only and in nxHitt 
Elfe of a^ani^ifli grovnh, and (hFtin ten 

■?^In infiddity and Icwdnefs, mcttt - » * 

^ * ne Author tegs leave to explain; fihJ!Ui^thdfix}ith' 
§utfuch knmuUdgey neither the ancient poets nor hiJioH" 
«w can he tajied or indeed under floods he does not tnenn 
to cenfure the pains that are taken to inflriUl a /chobi" 
hoy in the religion of the heathen^ hut merely thmt negHEi 
ofchrijiian culture 'which kaijeshimjhamefully}fft9rtikt 
y hir cwn. 
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There fliall be learn, • cre-fixtccn wiiit«f». old» - * ^ 
That authors are moft ufcful, pawn'd oi fol^^ 
That pedantry is all that fchools impart* . 
But tayerns teach the kaQwledge of the heart j 
^i'hcre waiter I)ick> with Bacchanalian lays, ^ .. . 
Shall win his heart, and have his drunken praife« 
His counfellor and hofom-friend (hall prove. 
And fome ftreet-pacing harlot his firft love. , 
Schools, unlefs difciplinq were doubly ftrpngi . . 
I^tain their adolefcent charge too long^ 
The management of Tiro's of eighteen . 
Is difficult, their punifhment obfcene. 
The fteut tall Captain, whofe fupcrior fize 
Ttc minor heroes view with en^ua eyes, 
Beconies their pattern, upon whom they fix 
Their whole attention^ and ape all his tricks« 
His pride, that {corns t' obey or to fubmit» 
With them is courage, his effront'ry wit ; 
His wild excurfions, window-breaking fea^s, 
Robb*ry of gardens, quarrels in the ftreeta. 
His hair-breadth 'fcapes, and all his daring .fekemes, 
Tr^^nfport them, and are made their fav'r^te themc^. 
In little bofoms fuch atchievements ftiik^ 
A kindred fpark, tfiey burn to do the like^ 
Thus b^f accompllfh^d, ere he yet begin- 
To (how the peeping down upon bis chin. 
And as maturity of year* come on, 
Made jud ,th' adept that you defign'd your (bn^ 
T* infnre the p^rfeveraqce of his coptfe, 
^ And give your monftrous pro]e£l all its force, 

B Send 
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Send hSm to coQcge. If he ibere be tam't). 
Or i« one article of vice reclann'd. 
Where no regard of otd'nances h fhown* 
Or look'd for n^Wt the fault null be bit owal 
Some foeaking Tirtue lurks in biln» no doubt» 
Where neither ftnmtpet's chafm8»nordnnkijig-bout» 
Nor gaiftbli^g practices can find it out. 
Such yoUtht of fpirit, and that fpirit tpo, 
Ye nufs'ries of our boys, we owe to you* 
Though from ourfelves the mif^^hirf more proceedi^ 
For public fthook Hid puUic folty feed»» 
The ilaTcs of ^ftom and eftablifh'd mqdc. 
With pabk-horfe conftanqy we keep the road. 
Crooked or ftraigbt, through quags or thorny del^ 
True to the jingUng of our feaders bclb. 
To folbw fooiifh precedents, and wink 
With both our eyes, is eifierthan to think* 
And fuch an age as ours baulks no expence. 
Except of cautkn, and of cOnitnorn fenfe» 
Elfefure, notorious fa6t, and proof fo plain» 
Would turn our fteps into a wifer train. 
I blame aot thbfe, who with what care they catty 
O'erwatch the num'rous and unruly clan. 
Or if I Maine, 'tis only that they dare 
Promife ti work of which they nuift dcfpair* 
Have yc, ye fcge ititenfdants of the whole. 
An ubiquarian prefence and controul, 
£Kfl)a*8 eye, that when Gehazi ftray'd, 
^Went with him, and iaw all the game he playM ? 



TIB O CINIUM. ir 

« 

Yes— ye ate cmietoiit; aadooi dl.tbe fbcbeft 

Tour pupfli ftrtke ttpoD> hate ftniek youcftlvci. / 

Or if by astiue &beis yc \aA tlieBy 

Boys aa ye weta^ ike gp«vity ef ne!i»< 

Ye knttrarkaft^ by oooftast psoofi ajdrolc'd 

1^ cart and eyea, iIk vicca of . tbe xAk 

But fe- OMiBtve at' wliat y ri:aMKit cure, 

Ao(i/efik not to be ettdur'd* eodniTt 

Left pow'r e^enedt osii witfaoatfuecers,- 

Sbauld maW die Uttle ye? xsSakBL ftili left. . 

Ye once were jnftly £»'d:ibr bringing icnth/ 

Undoubtid feMarihip) aad: germiiie »tiortby . 

And in the firmameat of fame ftillihto4s» "l: 

A.glory bnght » that of albtha figst V 

Of poets raised byycm, and fiatefmcBy anddivines^y* 

Peace to them aU» thoCe bnlUant timca are fied, 

Atid no fudk li|^tt ate kiadlti^ iji/tbf ir A«mL-. 

Our ftriplings (kiiie indeed, but with fuch la; Ht 

As iet ibe mi^iugbt riot in •a.Uaze, 

And feenf} if judged liy, tteilr exfMPeffive lookt^ . 

Deeper iano«c than iiiftMeirliu^^Babaeka* 

Sa^mu£B.(fdr«dacatiai|.iisade tke iioag^ . 
No mufe can hefitateor ImgefilMig} * . 
What caufes move us, kriovtttgt as w0 muftf . 
That tbefe Men^germ all fail their truft» . 
To fend'obr font^ to fconte aftd fcaflB^r* thcre^ ^ : 
While eotts: and pitppict coft ua fa nuek care i ' 

E-^^ ..- . - m- 
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' Be It i wci^aelkt it defcnres:fome pntif^ ^ 
Wc Ute the pUy-pUce of our eaiiy days. 
The fcene is touching, aod the heart is ftoae 
That feels not at that fight, and feels i^ none.. 
The wall on which wc try*d our graving fkillf 

The very name we ca'rvM fubfifting ftill» 

The bench on which we fat while decp-cmploy'd^ 
Though mangled) hack'd and hewM»notyetdeftroy^dr 
The little ones unbutton'd, glomng hot». . 
Playing our games, and on. the very fpot^. 
A^ happy as we once, to kneel and draw . • & 

The chalky ring, and knuckk down at taw^ .. . : 
To pitch the ball into the grounded hat». . . 
Or drive it devious with a dext'rous pat^ 
The pleafing fpedade at once excites- 
Such recolleAion of our own delights^ 
That viewing it, we £sem almoft t'obtaiftt .. . . . 
Our innocent fweet fimple years again. 4 

This fond attachment to the weU -known pbct 
^^?Vhencc firft we ftarted into* life V long race^ 
Maintains its hold with fnch unfailing fway^ 
We feel it ev'n in age, and at our lateft day« 
Hark ! how tl^ iire of cht^s, whoiie fiiturje Ihare 
Of olaffic food begins to be his care, ^ 

With his own Ukenefs pla€*d on either k^iee, 
Indulges all a father's heart-fdt glee. 
And tells them as he ftrokes their iilver locks^ • 

That thiey <nufl fooa learn Lsftiii, and to. box} . ., , 
'.Then turning, he regales his liU'ning wifc^ 
VVitk all th' adventures of^ lui^ early llfe| 
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His ikill in coach man(hip9 or driving cfiaife^ 

In bilkirtg tavern bilfo,^and fpouting p]ays» 

VAmt fbifts he inMy deteded in a fcrape» 

How he was toggM, or had the luck t' tfcapc^ 

What futns he'loft at pSay, and how he fold 

Watchy' feals, and all, 'tifi a'H his pranks are tolcf. 

Retracing thus his frolicr^ ('tis a name 

Tbat palliates deeds of folly and of iham«} ^ 

He gives the local biai!is all it&fway, 

Refolves, that where be play'd, his fons (hall play^ 

And deftines. their bright genius to be fhown 

Juft in the fcene wbcre he difpkyM his own, ! 

The meek and bafhful )>oy willfoonbe taught 

To be as bold and forward as he ought. 

The rude will fcUfRe through with eafe enough. 

Great Ichook fuit beil the fturdy and the roughs 

A)i happy dtfignation, prudent choice, 

Tl* event 18 furc, expcA it, and rejoice! 

SiKm fee your with fnlfiliM in either child. 

The pert oiadc petter^ and tlie iamte made wild* 

The great indeed, by titles^ riches, birth, 
ExcusM till' incnmbrattce of more folid worthy 
Are bed di^os'd of, where vrith moft facce& 
They may acquire that confident addrcfs, 
Thofe habits of pro&fe and lewd expence^ 
^Riat fcorh of all delights, but thofe of fenfe^ 
Which, though in pkin plebeians we condemn^ 
With fo «iuch re^foA all «xpeft from them* 

Bit 
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But families of lefs illuftnciil fiune, 
Wh^fe cbicf diftin&ion n their fpodefsni^mef 
Whofe heir8> Xhtif hooottrt «ob9, tb^ir incoaic CmtHi 
Miift fhiae hj tru« defert^ or not at aBj 
What dream they oS, that with fo littU care 
Thejr rift their hopes, their deareft treafure there i 
They dream of little Gharlee» or Williaai grac^Jl. 
With wig.'prolixy dowor* flowing to.his waift. 
They fee th' atteotive crowds his talents dxawy 
They liear hiiik fpeak--«the*oraele of law. 
The father who defigas his bahe a prleft^ 
Dreams htm ^plfcopaHy fuch at leaS, 
And while the playAil jocky foonrs the roonr 
Briiklyy aft ride upon thcpsdoor broomi 
In fyxcy fees him tnor^e fii|iexhly ride 
In Qoadi trith purple lin d, avd mitres oa its fid^. 
Events improbable and. ftraage asthefe. 
Which only a parental eye^forefee^^ 
A public f9hooI ihall bring to pafs with eafe. 
But hot?.?.refide« fuch virtue in that air 
As muft create an appetite for pray'r ? 
And wilt it breathe into him all the Keid 
That Gfindidates. for fuch 'apprize fhoukl feelr 
To tako the lead) and be t)ie. forensoft fti}l« . 
In all true worth. and Iherary (kiUi 
«* Ah blind to bright futurity^ uata«ight 
** The.k«owlcdge 06 the world,, and dull of thought 1* 
'' Chucdi'ladders are not always* mounted belt ' 
** By learned Clcrka, iu»d LatinUls profcis*d. . - 
.: * •* TV 
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«< Tb' exalted prize demands tn it|maird 'hmk, 
<< Not to l»e found by ponng on a book. 
<' SmaU (kill in Latin, and ftiU Uk in Gieak, 
'^* Is more tban adeqtmte to ell Ifeek; 
'** Let erudition grace him or not gvace, 
'** I gfre the baffble'but tbe'lecoiifdi)feec» 
■* Hit wealthy fkme» ho^oia, all that I intdidf 
•* Subfift and center in one.fmnt— « frteafd. 
'^' A fWendf whate'erhe ftttdiea or negledsy 
** Shall give' htm coikfequeoce, : heal all defe£t#9 , 
*•* His intercottrfc' with. peers, and fans- of peers—* 
** There dawns the fpkndovr of -his futuve yttfts, 
** In that bright quarter his propitaous ikies * 
** Shallbluih'betimesy and there his glory rife. , 
•• Tovr Lordjhipi and your Grac^f what fehool oan teatk 
-•* A. rhetoric equal to thofe parts of fpeechf 
** What need of Homer's vcrfc, or TuDy's profe^ 
<< Sweet inteije^Hons*! if he learn but thofe! 
^* Let reverend churls his ignorance rebnke, 
*• "Who ftarve upon a dog8«>ear'd Pentateneby 
"*^ The parfon knows enough who knows aDuke. 
Egregious purpofe ! worthily hcgun 
. In barbarous pr<>ftitutian of ybur fon, ' 

J^refs'd on his part by means that would difgracS 
A ftriv'nef's ckfk, or footman oat of place. 
And ending, if at lafi. its «tkd be gain'd. 
In facrilcgc, in God's own houfe profaned. 
It may fuicceed $ and if his (ins {hoiild call 
^or more than common .-pun iftMncnt, it • (Hall* 

The 
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The wretck fhall rifet and be the thing on earthy » 

Lead qualified in honor, learning, worth, > 

To occupy a facred, awful poll. 

In which the bed and worthieil tremble moft. 

The royal Utters are a thing of couife, 

A king that would, might recommend his horfe, .» 

And Deans, no doubt, and Chapters, with one Yoice> 

As bound in duty, would confirm the choice. 

Behold your bifiiop ! well he plays his part, 

Chriftian in name, and Infidel in heart, ^ • 

Crhoftly in ofiicey earthly in his plan, * 

A Have at court, eUewhere a lady's man* 

Dumb as a fenator, and as a prieft, 

A piece of mere church-furniture at heft ; 

To live eftrarg'd from God his total fcope^ 

And his end fure, without one glimpfe of bopc> > 

But fair although, and feafible it feem, . > 

Depend not much upon your golden dream ; 

Tor Providence, that feems concernM t* exempt . 

The hallow*d bench from abfolutc contempt, v- 

In fpitc of all the wrigglers into place. 

Still keeps a feat or two for worth and grace. 

And therefore 'tis, that, though the fight be rarc^ 

We fometimes fee a Lowth or Bagot there. 

Befides, fchool-frlendftilps arc not always founds , 

Though fair in promife, permanent and found. 

The moft difint'reftcd and virtuous minds. 

In early years connc6led, time unbinds ; 

New iituations give a diff'rent caft 

Of habit, inclination, temper, tafte, 

Abd 
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And he that fccm*d our counterpart it firft, . 
Soon (hows t'be ftrong fimOituJe rcvertM. 
Young heads are ^iddy, and young hearts are warm^ 
And make mi£ikes for manhood to reform. 
Boys are at beft but pretty buds unblowUf 
Whofe fcent and hues i^re rather ^uefsM than known* 
Each dreams that each is }uft what he appears^ 
But learns ^bis error in maturer yearS|^ 
When dilpofitioni like a fail unfurr<^ 
Shows an its rents and patches to the world. 
If thei^or<, ev'n when honeft ui defign» 
A boyifli friendfiiip may fo ifoon decline, 
*Twerc wifer ftfre t' infpire a little heart 
With' juft abhorrence of fo mean a part. 
Than fet yolir fon to work at a vile tradci 
F«r wages ib unlikely to be paid. 

Our pubGc'hiTes of puerile refort» 

That are of chief and moft approvM report, 

To fuch We hopes in mjiny a fordid foul. 

Owe their repute in part, but not the whole. 

A principle^ whofe proud pretenfions pafs 

Unqueftion'dy though the jewel be but glafs. 

That with a woii3, not often oveF-hice, 

Sanks as « virtue, and is yet a vice^ 

Or rather a grofs compound^ }^^7 ^7*^* 

Of cnry, hatred, jealoufy, and ptide, 

Contributes moft, jperhapji, t* inhance their hmc^ 

And Emulation is its fpecious name. 

Boys oi^ce on fire with that contentious seal. 

Fed all the rage that femak rivals feel, ^ 

C The 
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The prize of beauty in a woman's eyes. 

Not brighter than in theirs the fcholar's prize* 

The fpirit of that competition bumsi 

With all varieties of ill by tums^ 

Each vainly magnifies his own fuccefs, 

Refents his fellows, wiflies it were lefs, 

Exttkft in hit mifcarriage, if he fail> 

Deems his reward too great, if he prcTail, 

And labors to furpafs him day and night. 

Led for improvement, than to tickle fpile* 

The fpur is' pow'rful, and I gprant its force. 

It pricks the genius forward in its courfe. 

Allows fliort time for play, and none for ilotht 

And felt alike by each, advances both ; 

But judge where fo much evil iptervenes. 

The end, though plaulible, not worth the means. 

Weigh, for a mompnt, .^laffic^l defert^ 

Againft an heart deprav'd, and temper hurt, 

Hurt too, perhaps for life, for early' wrong 

Done to the nobler part, aScds it long, 

And you are ftaunch indeed in learning's caufe, 

If you can crown a difcipline that draws 

Suck mifcbiefs after it, with mugh applaufe. 

Conne£Uon formM for int'feft, and cndcar'd 
By fclfiih views, thus cenfur*d and cafhier'd. 
And espuUtian, as |ngcnd*ring' bate, 
Ddom'd to a no IcTs ignbnunious fate. 
The props of fiich proud feminaries fall, 
The Jachin and the'BojLz of them all,' 
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Great fchook rejeded then* la thofe tUt fwdi 
Beyoid t fife that can be managed well, ; 
Shall royal tnflitutioni mi(a the baya, • 
And fmnU academies win all the praife t 
Force not my drift beyond ita jnft intent, 
X praife a fchool ai Pope a gOTemment i 
80 take my judgment in bis language drefs^ 
•< Whatever is bcft adminifterM, is beft/^ 
Few boys are born with talents that excel, 
But all are* capable of Uving well. 
Then ailc not» whether limited or large, 
But, watch they ftriSly, or negled their chaifc ? 
2f anxious only that their boys nuiy learrtf 
While Morals languifh» a defpis'd concern \ 
The great and fmall deferre one common bhme, 
DiflF'rent in fixe, but in tSk6t the fame. 
Much zeal in virtue's caufc all teachers boaft» 
Though motires of mere lucre fway the moft. 
Thcrcfoi^e in towns and cities they abound^ 
For there, the game they fcek is eafieft found. 
Though there, in fpite of all that care can do. 
Traps to catch youth are moft abundant too. 
If fhrcwd, and of a wcll-conftruftcd braiii, 
Keen in purfuit, and vigorous to retain, 
Your fon come forth a prodigy offkill, 
As wherefocver taught, fo form'd, he will. 
The pacdagoguc, with felf-con\placcnt air. 
Claims more than half the prai|e as his due (hare; 
But if with all his genius he betray, 
Not more intelligent, than loofe and gay, 
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fiach ^dovt iiifaitB'l»>4t%fftoe ftb'iiMaet 
Tiireat«a kit iiMldi, bis foitoae, and hts htme^ 
Though MHt of doe rdbrnt aloiie hme ht^d 
The fympcomt that you fee with fo orach ibcadf. 
tloenffy'd there^ he mwf faftsia tkmr^ . . 
The whole Rproocht the hvk w» aO^hk ows.. 

• •• 
Oh, *tis a fi^t to be with, j^ perat'dy. > , 

By all whom fe a ti ine nt has not «bu$.'d, 
New*&ngled {eatfaacot, the bodted gtaoe^ . 
Of thofe who ilevcr fed la the right phcfiy . 
A fight furpa&*d by ooaethat we caa fiiow^ 
Thottgh Veftrit, on.ooe leg* ftSLihine bdowV 
A fiither Ueft with- an ingeoiout foa. 
Father, and frkiid, and tiftor all to oat. 
How ? turn again to iadea long fact fQ«:ga<f 
iEfop, and nioedrut, and the reft}— -why aot?!' 
He wilL not blulh, that has a father's hearty 
To take »a cbiUiftt idays» a.chiWili p«rt» 
But bsnds his fturdy back to any toy 
That youth takes pleafare ia^ to pleafe hiaboy ;$ 
Then, why fefign into a ftraager's fcaad, 
A talk as, much within your owacoaiinaady 
That God> and nature, and your iat'ieft tao^ 
Seeia with one voice to delegate to yon? , -^ ' 
Why hire a lodging in a houfe unknown, 
For one whofe tend*reft thoughts ajl hover XQwt 

your own ? • .► 

This fecoad weaning, needlefs as it is^ * 

How does it laeerate both your ^art^-aad hial < 

' Th*ia. 
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Notcji after notclb 't3l4iH areffiuM^'d amzj^. : . 

Bears witneft long tre bit <|tfinifliOQ ^ome* 

With whaf^iiMnft ie6rp he wants hit homfi* 

But though th« jeya he hopes beaeatli your roo^ 

Bid &tr cnott^^ to aaArer in the proof* 

Hai^ioIefSf and fafe, and natural at they are^ 

A di(appotntnient waitt htm even dtere: 

Arrived, he ftek an iinespo6faedtJnmgey / 

Heblufliet» hangs Jus heady itflqrand h^mnge^ 

No long^ tidoetf. as oneoi wtffc ISwdefa cafsy 

Hit faT'rit« ftand.betweeo his-faditrVknefis, ^ 

But feekt the comer of fome diftant ieat» 

And eyet the door« «id watches a retreat# 

And leaft fsmilinr where, be.flioidd be mtA^, 

Teelt all his bp^JKeft .privSeges loft* 

AIas» p6or boy l-^thc nalmnsl cffe^ 

Of lovp by sbfes^s cbiU-'d into refyeft* 

Say 9 what necoaapliAuiients at fehopi ao^uir'i^ 

Brings he to {weeten fruits, fo undefir'd ? 

Thon well deferv^ft sa alienated ion, 

Unlefs thy conscious heart acknowledgo-«-4ono» 

None, t^t in tby domeftlc fang recejb* . ^. 

He had not nnde bis own with more addre&. 

Though fosM, perbi^y that (hock tisy feeling sakd> 

And better ne^r leam'd^ or left behiod; 

Add' too, that thus eftrang'd> thon caa'ft Qbtain^ 

By no kind arts, his confidence again, * 

That here bsgins wkh moft that long C(»iiplatntv 
Of filial ftankncft lol^ mi lofs grown £dtttr 

Which, 
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Which> oft negle&edin liit*t waning yetinp, 
A parent pours into regardleft ean. 

Like caterpillarsi dangling nnder tree8> 
B7, Sender threadsi and Twinging in the brees^ 
Which filthily bewray, and fore difgracet 
The boughs in which are bred th' uxlfeemly race,. 
While ev'ry worm indoftrioufly weavety 
And winds his web about the riveD'd leaves y 
Sb n<|m'rouft are the foUies diat annoy 
The mind and heart of ev'ry fprightly loy^ 
Imaginations noxious and perverfe. 
Which admonition can alone difperfe. 
Th' encroaching nuifance aflcs a feithful liand^ 
Patient* affeAionate, of high command^ 
To check the procreation of a breed. 
Sure to exhauft the plant on which they feed. 
'Tis not enough* that Greek or Roman page* 
At dated hours, his freakHh thoughts engage, 
Ev'n in his paftimes he requires a friend 
To warn, and teach him fafiely to unbend^ 
O'er aU his pleafures gently to prefide. 
Watch his emotions, and controul their tide, 
And levying thus, and with an eafy fway, 
A tax of profit from his very play, 
T' imprefs a value not to be eraa'd, 
Oi^niomcRts fquander^d elfe, and running all to -Inrafte. 
And feems it nothing in a father's eye, ^ 

That unimprov'd^thofe many mtirments fly ? 
And is he well content his fon fliotdd find 
fio nourifhment, to feed his growing mind. 
But conjugated verbs, and nouns declined i 
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IlFor fuch 18 all the mental food purveyed 
Sy public hacknies in the fchooling trade, 
Who feed a pupil's intelleft with ftore 
Of fyiitax truly, but with little more, 
IXfmifs Iheir cares when they difmtfs their f!o<;k, 
Machines llhemfehes, and govem'd by a clock. 
Perhaps a fathet, bleft with any brains, 
Wofild deem it no abufe or wafte of pafns, 
T' improve this diet at no .great expence, 
With fav*ry .truth, Bnd wholefome common ferife^ 
To lead his fon, for profpefts of delight, 
To fonic not ft«ep, though pHilofophic height,' 
"rtiencc to exhibit to his wondering eyes. 
Yon circling worlds, their diftance, and their fizc, 
The moons of Jove, and Saturn's belted ball. 
And the harmonious order of them all; 
To (how him in an infedl or a fiow^r, 
Sudi microfcopic proofs of fl:ill and pow*r. 
As hid from ages pad, God now difplayg, 
To combat Athicfts witb in modern days ; 
Td'fpread the earth before him, and commcndj 
With defignation of the finger's "end. 
Its Tarious parts to his attentive note. 
Thus* bringing home to him the moft remcftc ; 
To teach his heart to glow with genVous flame, 
Caught from the deeds pf men of ancient fame. 
And more than all, with commendation due. 
To fet fome living worthy in liis view, 
Whpfe fair example may at tmcc infpire 
^"wifh to copy what he muft admire. 
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Such knowledge gata*d betimes, and whicli appe«|i[i^ 
Though ffAidf not too weighty for his years. 
Sweet in itlel& and not forbidding fport. 
When health demands it, of athletic fort^ 
Wojild make blm what foms lovely boys hare been^ 
And fitpre than one, perhaps,, that I have feen. 
An evidence, aqd reprehenfion both, 
Of the HMre fchool-boy's lean and tardy growth* 

Art thou a man prefeffionally ty'd. 
With all thy faculties elfewhere apply'dj , 
Too^bufy to intend a meaner care. 
Than how t' enrich thyfelf, and next,, thine heir ^ • 
Or art thou (as though rich, perhaps thou art) 
But poor io knowledge, {iitviag none to impart--! 
BehoM tha( igwe, nefit, though plainly clad. 
His fprightly mingled with a fhade of £m1. 
Not of a nimble tongue, though now and theHf * 
Heard to articulate like other men. 
No jefter, and yet lively in difcourfe, 
His phrafe well cbofen, dear, and full of force^ 
And his addrefs, if not quite French ia cafe. 
Not Englifh ftiff, but frank, and form*d to pkafe,^ 
laovf in the world, becaufe he fcoms its arts, 
A man of letters, manners, moraki partSy 
IJnpatroniz'd, and therefore little known, ^ 

Wife for bimfelf, and his few friends aloncy 
In him thy. well-appointed proxy fee, 
Arm*d fqi^ a work tc^ dilEcult for thee. 
Prepared by tafte, by learning, and true worth, 
T« foon thy too, to ftrike his genius fortby 
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